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GOVERNMENT OF SENCAL. 


^^OVKRXOK OF BENGAL. 

His Exrelleu(‘V the Hijrht llon'ble Vi(*t<»k Ai.>:xANi)FJt (iiFXmoE BoiiEftT 
Bulwkh-Lytt<»n, Earl of lA'ttoii, r.(\, (j.r.s.i., o.r.i.K. 


MEMHKHS (M- THE EX EETTl V E ('OENCIL. 

The Hou’blp Ml. .1 Don \ ij>. ( >.!., < .1 F.. i.< .s., in (•har|ii:e t»f the follow 
in^- |»ortf<»]ios ; — 

I. Eniaio'e. 

‘J. Sepal ate Hevenue. 

• ». Eoiiimeiee and Iiolu^tiiiil suhjeeti*, 

I. Marine. 

Ee^iiilative. 

(i. European Edvnat nni. 

The H on’lile Maharaia Ksilvl’Msn K\\ Hahailiii of Na(lia» 

ill < har<.re <>f tlie follow in^JT poItfoIio^;- 

1. Eaiol Hevenue. 

Land A<‘<iui>*ition. 

3. Ex< luded Aiea^ 

4. JuiN. 

• • 

The H<uj'hie Nawah Bahadur S^iYin Nawmi Am Cii \ ui»liunJ, Khan 
fBahadur, < .I.E., of Dhaiil^iri, in <‘hai^re of the followinfif 
portfolios : — 

I. Emiftrration. 

J. 1 1111)1 juration. 

d. dui iMlielioii. 

4. 'Haj Eiljrriinajfe. 

5. Foi-estH. 

(f. irria’atiori. 



H 


GOVEENMENT OF BENGAL. 


Tha Hon'ble Mr. A. N. Mohehlt, c.i.k., i.c.s., in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, exculding Haj Pilgrimage. 

*i. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical . 

r>. Regulation of medical and otber pro^ssional qualifications 
and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

G. Judicial. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Rvomkks (’h \kiuv\uti, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. E(lucaL<in (except Registration). 

2. Public Works. 

Excise. 

4. Medi<’al. 
r>. Public Health. 

The Hoiri»Ie Hadji .Mr. A, K. .\Mr Ah.mko K]i\n Itiiu/.wvi, in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture aiol Industries (except Excise), 

2, b>cal Self-Government (except Medical and Public Health), 
d. Registration. 



CK>VERNMKNT OF BENGAL. 


ill 


PBINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAI. LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


President. 

The Hon’ble R\j\ A%vnmathv X \tii R\y CH^rnHrRi, of Saiitosli. 


DkI'I’TY PllKSlDENT. 

Klian Ihiliailui Emidvdoin Ahmed. 


PantI of Chairman for tha Twanty-flfth Saaakm. 

1. Mr. W. L. Thwehs, <m.e.. ikii.k. 

2 , Mr. Altak Ali. 

•{. Raja BHrrKNDR\ Xar\y\x Simi% Buhadui. of NiiHhipur. 

4. Maharaj-Kumar Skis Ch\kdra Nandt. 

Seci-etarv to the (\)uiicil— J. Hartley, i.f.s. («;i hitre). A. dbO. 

\VlMJVMS. i.< .s, 

Assistant Seeietaries to (he (’imiM’il — G. <i. HooPKK, M.r., i.C.s., 
A. M. Hrr(’iiiso\ and K. \. Majumdah. 


Reg^istrar to the (^luneil — I. W. MtKay (on U’nvr) M. Mdkhuui 

mg.). 




UIIQAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ALPHASITieAt LItT OP UtMOIM. 

A 

Lcharjyti Chaudhuri, %(akaraja Shashi Santa, of Muhiagacha, Hyinm* 
singh. (Dacca Fni varsity.) 

Lddams-Williains, Mr. C.. cm.e. (Nominated official.) 
ifsal, Maulvi Syed Mahamud. [J^karganj West (Mnhaniinadan).] 
ihamad, Maulvi Asiiuuddin. [Tippara South (Muhammadan).] 
ihamad, Maulvi Kaniruddin. [Raitgpur West (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kmaduddin. [RajMhahi South 
(Muhammadan).] » 

Ji, Maulvi Syed Naushar. IJesHora South (Muhammadan).] 

Ji, Mr. Altaf. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

.tiqullah. Maulvi Syed lifuhammiid. | MymciiHirigli Kant (Muhamma- 
dan).] 


0 

lagchi, Bahu Borneo (Chandra. (Malda (Noii-Muhamiimdnn).]' 
laksh, Maulvi Kader. n.i.. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 
lauerjea. Dr. Pramathanath. [(’alrutta East (Non-Muhamuiadan).] 
lanerjee, Balm Proiiiotha Nath. ( Midnapore South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

lanerjee, Mr, A. C. (Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
anerjee, Bahu Jitendralal. (Btrhhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 
asu. Bahu Saai Selchar. [ 24-Pargaitaii Rural South (Non-Muhaigma* 
dan).] 

asu, Mr. P. C. [Burdwaii South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
aau, Mr. Sarat C. [Burdwan North (Noii-Muhaiiimadan).] 
iswas, Bahu Surendra Nath. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
iswas, Maulvi Abdul T^atif. [Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 
ose, Bahu Bejoy RrishiA. * [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
oaa, Mr. S. C. (Calcutta University.) 

oae^ Mr, Subhas Chandra. [CAcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).} 


0 


hakravartif Bahu Jogindra Chandra. 

d#»).J 

bakravafti, the Honlile Mr. Byomkes. 


fBuunber ol Cnmii^rca.) 


/ 


[Dinajpur 

(Minister.) 


(Non-Muhamina* 

(Bengal IMnnal 



^ A^mBtflCAL i MElOllig. 

N«a«. [Baagpar Eart (ir«m-lluluuiiiiiik 

Chabdi^. tBmfaini Ea^ if^im.lf iih«».^^- 

^^dS)*]’ (Non-MuhamiBa. 

Chaadhun, Mr. M. Aahraf Ali Kh«„. fRaj.hahi North {Muhammv 

"““y () 

tiiS'””'’’""''' «»■• 

Chaudhuri the Hoi.’ble Nawah Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Khan 

Aiii)X *'* '^ ^'""***«* AI»m. [Bakanwni Sortb ^Hnluuoma. 
Cohea, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.l 

m‘ Aeeociafion.) 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. tlndian Tea Awoeiation.) 


D!tt?"£h’ nu (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Satta (Non-Muhammadan).] ^ 

dim).] ” Chandra. fHooffhly Municipal (Non-Muhamma- 

De. Mr. K. 0 .. o.i.k. (Nominated Official.) 

^y, Mr. 0. O. (Nominated Official.) 

Sr^o" ) 


rorwiier, Mr. J. CfMil|bell. (Pree.dhney and Buidwan (Europ«m).] 


Went (Non-MulmW 
(K&klMdj (NoarMiiliM.... 







tlw HouTae Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Alunad Khaa. ^tiaktarA 
rlpriucauiiigb Sootb-W«st (Mahammadaa).] 

Mr. S. N, (Hoaiiaat^ (Wcial.) 

<]iwBl||Hai Bahadur Badridas. (Bengal Marwari Astt(>ciaiioii,) 
Gofra|,^aulri Abdul. fNoakbali Wmt (Mubamniaiiaii).] 

Gupta, ftr. Jof^b Chandra. [Daoca City (Nou-Muhatumadan).] * 


H 

Habibuilah, Nawab Khwaja. [I)acra City (Muhaniiuadan).] 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maiilvi Atisul. [Nadia (lluhanimadan).] 
Himataingka, Babu Piabhu Doj'al. [Calcutta We»t (Non^Muhaiunia* 
dan).] 

Hoque, Kaai Eiiidadul. [Rangpur Ka»t (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda mm Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Husain, Maulvi I«atafat. (Nominated Noii*oi!iieia].!l 
Husain, Maulvi Syed Maqbul. [Chittagong North (Muhammadan)*] 
Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kkramul. ( Murahidabad (Muhammik 
dan).] 


rsmail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. [MyrneiiHingh Centiml 
(Muhammadan).] 


4 

Tames, Mr. F. K., o.«.k. [Priwideiicy and Burdwan (European).] 

Tennaway, Mr. d. H, (Indian Mining Association.) 

• • 


K 

Kanm, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadaii).] 
Hasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Divigimi Nordi (Mukatumadau).} 
Oiad, Baku Debandra IaI. [Midnapors North. (Nmi*Mtthmpqgiid^)#] 
Chaiit Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaasam All. [ Pabna (Muhamui2ili^] 
Ihaa^ Maulvi Tamiaudllin. yVaiidimr Nua^ (Muhamnadau^e] 

Chau, Mr. Raaaur Bahmaii. IfDaoea East Bural ^liuhatiisttadua)^] 



liaUri, Ur, BaMuit* Sonisr, [Hiidii <Hfm*Miiluiiiiiiia4ftii)*] • 

Liird, Mir« B. B. (Indiiw Jute Mills Associstioii.) 

Babu Saroda Kripa,. (CbHtagmg Landhddeia.) 

Leie^r, liaaienant-Cdonal J, C. H., i.x.s. (Kammatad Qffieial.) 
Liddall, Mr. H. C. (Bominatad Official.) 

Lindsay, Mr, J. H. (N^inatad Official.) ( 


Maguire, Mr. h T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Babu Mahendra Natb. [Midnapore Soutb-Eant (Non-Mubam* 
madan).] 

Marr, Mr. A., c.i.e. (Nominated Official.) 

Mawla, Maulvi Cbaudhttr\' (iholuni. [Furidpur South (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Maiumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunatb, c.i.f.. (JeHsoi'e North (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

MoCluikie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Hitter, Sir Provash Chunder, Kt., c.i.k. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Moberiy, the Hon’ble Mr, A. N., r.i.K. (Member, Exe(‘utive Council.) 

Moitra, Srijui Jogendrh Nath. [Bogra rwm l^nbna (non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Morgan, Mr, 0. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukerjea, Srijut Taraknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mukerji, Mr. 8. C, (Nominated Non-official.) 


N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar 8ns Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Muharo- 
madan).] ' ' ‘ 

Kasker, Bs^ Hem Chandra. [24-PargunaH Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadantl^ ‘ ^ 

Naaimuddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.i.k. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 


0 

OftteB, Mr. £. F. ^SomiBBted Offioiid.% * 

Orditk, Mr. J, E. [Obmb Bad Chittag^ {San^Baa).] 



nMlpSlix. IWmr J. (CMcutU Tndm AModbtioB.) 
I^ip| |^ J. T. (Bengal Ckamber of Gommerct.) 
Podda|i Ifr. Ananda MoEan. (Bengal MaEajan SabEa.) 
Preati^*Mr. W. D. B. (Nominated Official.) 


R 

Bahim, Sir Abd-ur-, K.c.s.i, [Calrutta North (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Aaixur. [ Myiiienaingh NorthAVeat (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [^4-ParguiiaM Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non*Muhainmadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Abdur. fJeHsore North (Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Babu Nagendra Narayaii. [Haiigpur Went (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Raj', Babu Surendra Nath. [24-Parguna« Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan ).] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. [Faridpui North (Non-Muhammadan);]. 
Ray, Maharaja Jogindm Nath, of Nator. (RajNhahi laindholders.) 
Ray. the Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur Ei|thauniMh Chandra, of Nadia. 

(Member, Executive Council.) 

Roy Chaudhuri, Mr. K. (’. (Nominated Non-oflicial.) 

*Ray Chaudhuri the Hoii’ble Raja Manmatha Nath, of Hantoah. 
(Dacca liaiidholders.^ 

Roy, B&bu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhanimadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan ('handra. [24-PargaiiaM Municipal North (Non- 
Muhamtnadan).] 

Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar.-at-l 4 iw. (Jetmore South t Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Boy, Mr. 8. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy Chondhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan). ] 


•• 

Sediee, Mr. F. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Sedeqne, Maulvi Mchamed. [Noakhali £a«t (Muhammadan).] 
Beayd, Baha Sachindra Narayan. fBajahahi (Non-Muhamntadati).] 
SarhaffikBiari, Dr. Sir Deva Proead, Kt., c.i.k., C3.1. 

Jhmiollcial.) 



Sai*kftr, B^lni Kidiairanjui rifv^AM * V wi * 

»i AMi.'” » ■ , 


ICluttagoag Sontt ' (ifiikaBi- 
fHw^ly 


fi-<* Kolum. I 

-1 ^ “» AMi.. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Rasak HatM ai i i 

Sea ^h****w * *“* 

Swir Mr, Sstiih "c^dw** (B^!”n (^’"“-MuhammadaB).] 
i^n Oupto, Ml>.J. M. [Chitta^l Commen*.) 

®V1», Mr. Oholam Hoaaain (^"“-MuhammadaB).] ' 

Sfnfaa, Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Muaioipal (Muhammadan) ] 

. I^ndholde,^) "‘"•P*"'*'-** Narayan. of Naahipur. (BurdCw, 

Solaiman, Maulvt Muh^mad ^’‘'“fBa Conimerce.) 

niadan).] f «>Tarkpore Municipal (Huham. 

siwHyl* h'‘ s’ %j^r' > 

H. S. rCalcufta South (Muhammadan).] 


Trover*, Mr. W. 


C.I.I!., o.fl.K. 


T 

[Rajxhahi (Kuropean).] 


Woodhead, Mr. J. a. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. 


W 

(Nominated Official.) 

C. [Proeidency and Burdwan 


(European).] 



TWE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

^(Oiiciai Report if the Tweiity4lfth S ee ri e n .) 

SOLUMi XXV-4le> L 

PrNeeeiiici •! the iengil LegWative Oemail ritiViNgr? miiir the 
pfevMem «f the Cevemmeiit el lieha Set 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in Ihe Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 28th February, 1927. at 3 p.m. 


PrtMnts 

The Hon'ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Hay Cuaudhuki, 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon*ble Members of the Executive 
Council and the two Hon*ble Ministers and 93 nominated and elected 
members. 


ttarrad Quiitiafi. 

(to wMoli oral am wo r t wort givon). 

Namii of rotirod polioo offloort sorvlng •• Hoaoraiy MdgMralis. 

•22. Baba ROMES CHANDRA BACONI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(«) the names of the retire<i i>olice offic^^rs serving as ^enorary 
Magistrates; ^ 

(ii) the names of those who are acting iii such 

which they retiAnl (with the names of ihofl&i^ri(^; ; 

(lit) how many of them have l^n decorated with tlftNi spre their 
appointment as Honorary* Magistrates; and 

(»r) what are the titles given to each of ibemf * 

(b) Win the Bon*ble Member bcN fdea^ to state wheihor sudh 
appc^tments are made in the nature ^jj^guitiou for their serviees as 
police 

MIMIII ill alHrircr JIMHtlAL DISAIITilST CM* HmM* 
Mr. A. M. Mtbai%)l («) (i) ittfote.tioB'w aoi .‘wiUtl.. 



1 mmm&m '- wot'Wm. 

A ili« mmm ef muAk oftem k 

Uadon ib«iiible. ^ 

(u) Bikbtt Skmt Sliadii J>Atli ftiid M$i Sakib P^rufi H^ogi s«rv^ 
for 90100 pioriod in Dnocn nnd IfftMa, mpoctivoly. 

(Hi) Ono. 

(to) BaS BaUb 

(b) Ho. 


lAit of namet referred to in the reply to clause (a) (i) of 
Storred Question No, 22, 

1. Rai Bhawani Hath Handi Bahadur. 

2. Babu iSharat Shashi Datta. 

3. Khan Sahib Ghulam Uabbani. 

Rai Sahib Pyari Lai Neogi. 

5. Babu Keshab La! Bauarji. 

6. Babu Huri Gopal Mukharji. 

7. Khan Sahib Maksud Ahmed. 

Oliairiiiaii of iliatriet and looal iKNUilt Miiloying boards* 
SHif rt o y oa a for oanvtsaiiig for thoir rioetioit. 

m iabll dlTENOilAI.AL BANNfiRJEE: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of J/Kal Self- 
Government been drawn to a Circular issued by the Uniieil Provinces 
Qovemment which declares ihiit Chairmen of district and local boards 
will be liable to removal if they employ district and local boards' 
employees for actively canvassing for votes on their behalf or ttherwise 
actively Insisting in the election of candidates F 

(h) Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state whether the Gov* 
H miment' are boolidenTig the desinibility tl taking any action on similar 
tinee for this piivinceF 

. neSltARY to Hm department «f LOCAL EELF^iOVESII* 
MENT (Mr. J. 0. DrummeiiE)! <») No. 

• (K) No, booftOM th» law do«a not empower Goventmewt to remove a 
rhaiitnan in enoh rircumatancee. 

AlUL ^AEEMt Wai the Hon'Ue Minieter be plaOtatl to 
mahe inquiries about the Circular ikued the Fnited Pfwt4aeai 
Goveromentf ' * 



f* ftt'iWMfllHOIIIR I tAall infem tii# j|Ebtt*U« IfiBut# <d( 




•S*. trijllt TARAKNATH MUKtRJIAi I» the Hoii’Ue ICemher 
in charge of the PoUciPDepartmeut aware of the fact that the dafadare 
and chankidars employed by the union boarda are oecaaionally requiii* 
tioned by the police authorities outside the unions not only for muster 
parades but also on other occasions. 


MEIIBER in oharga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tlw HMlMa 
Mr. A. N. Mobarly): C'luiukidiirN are oco^kaionuily employed ouUide 
the unions for i^uaidiiig i-ailway liiiei* during the joumeyti o{ Their 
KxrellenoieK the Vi<‘eroy, and the (}ov€*rafir, and thow of Uoya} 
personages. On su<*h the union iKKinls are given previous 

notice, and attempts uie made, as fur us iMmstble, to avoid depleting a 
union of its chuukidui-H. ('haukidui'H are also occ^asionally employed 
for the imrpo.se of escorting pristmerM to the thana, and for patndliiig a 
crime centre* in u neighbouring union. 


Mr# At Ca BANCRJCEs t\*ill the Hon'ble Member lie pleiMiad to 
state why these chaukidars are called aw’ay from their placee of duty 
to guard the railway lines when His Exeelleiicy the Viceroy, Governor 
or any other high j>ersonnge travels by train.® 


The Hon’bta Mr. A. N. MOBBRLYs For tbeir*]ieiaonfd safety. 


Mr. A. C. BAMERdEE: For how many days at a stretch are 
these chaukidars ke|>t awny? 


TIm HmIM* Mr. A. St MOBERLYt I( depends o« their pUow 
of ddty. 

Mr. A. C. RANERdEEl May I enquire if auybmly is employed in 
the place ol the chaukidars to protect the villages for whidi they are 
mptoyed ? 

TiW tlM'Mt Mr. A. N. MOtCRLYl We du^iot take* aS ISU 

idwidUdars from a uttioi?. Th^ .re a certain nuinher of chadktdnn 
tall to do ^ duty of th^ whopre taken snrmy. 



Wr* A*. 0 » lAilllliii Qim>' n ,ci|ifB 
of a Dunlier of villain (faip «r flw); iriiat to ^kote vSlagaa 

vhoa t]ie duakidar ia iakoii vHyf 

Hm NMWa Hr. A. M. ~liM||iliYl Is aouo oaaea aeawal 

okaukidan an ia charge of one village. 

e 

' Mr. A. e. lAMiRdIkl May I give specific instances of only one 
ehaiikidar being in charge of 4 or 5 villages F 

Tlli Mfa At No MOAfRLYs In that case I ask notice. 

/ 

KINHI BiMlir MiUivI AZIZUL HAQUEs At what rale are the4e 
chankidars paid for kee]nng guard over the railway ? * 

Tilt HOfiMMt Mfa Aa Na MOBCRLYs 1 cannot tell you off-hand. 


^ lohama for fraa primaiir adMation. 

*28., MMl MANMATHA NATH ROY: (a) Will Dm llon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to stale 
whether the Go^ernnient intend to frame and to carry out a scheme for 
free primarjf education ? 

(h) If so, will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement giving the princd{)al provisions intended by the Govern- 
ment in this connection? 

MINItTBR In olMvp of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
NmWi Mr. lyaiHkM ClMkni«arU)i (afadd (6) A aohama for the 

iatrodneiioft of free primary education was prepared in tho department 
before I joined'DM|iv anft is described in the Itaaolution 

published on September 25th last. 1 am not prepared to make any 
itatement "until I have had time to study it. 

KImmi MaCiir mmM AZIZUL NAQUBi Will tim Qon^bie 
IKnister W pleased to state how l^pg it will take him to kudy Uiatf 

Tlw HMnMa Mriu^RYOMKIt OHA^AVARTII That I«a«Bot aay. 



lAH mtmmk » 

MUL KMIMi WiU t]» Hon’lik Minister bn plsMnd 

f iWe i» lu^ liMibood of tlii JKll Wiig iatrodveed duting 


la 

Ilia 



m of tliis Connoil? 

Tl* Mr. •YOMKlt OHAtCMVAIITIi I ao. 


Ofnpifi in tho suporior pinMto in Hit A^ritiiiliiril Dtpartmtnln 

•at. Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hoirble Mini»ier io 
diarge of the Department of Agrt(*ulture and tndufitrieH be pleaeed to 
lay on tib table a statement Khowing — 

(t) the number of the Euro|>ean apd Indian memben in tbe 

superior grade in the Agricultural Department with their 
(a) salaries; and (b) q ual ideations ; 

(u) how many of them are staying in the Dacca Manipur Farm; 

and 

(ill) whether they pay any rent for the quarters ot^cupied there, 
and, if so, what are the respective amounts 


MINISTER In oiwrgo of DEPARTMENT tf AGRICULTURE ant 
NDUSTRIES (the Hon’bM Had|i Mr. A. K. AMi KlMMi 

Slminavi): (i) and (a) The member is referred to pa|pe 4Kl of the 
urrent Civil List. 

(b) A statement is laid on the library table for the information of 
be member, 

(ii) Four. 

(in) The amount of roOnilly rent paid by each officer is given 
lelow: — 


(/) Mr. McLean 
, (;?) Dr. Hector 

(3) Mr, Carbery^ 

(4) Mr. Smith 


'r 


Rs. A. 

135 0 
116 0 
108 5 
105 0 
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OoMpliiirt H to tMpirtog nW^ tttoi^at i to ^ fitoi Mw t iiW i — 

.1* ■ 

*tl, Mni JITiliOIIALAL iANNefMiEr(tf) Is ilie Hon’Ue 
Member in charge of the AppeAitmimt Deimrtmeiit aware that, at the 
last general election, one of the candidates Irom the Birbhtun non* 
Muhammadan constituency preferred a wriiteii complaint before the 
returning officer of the said constituency that the polling officer in 
charge of the Nalhati polling station had been guilty of tampering 
with the votes of the illiterate voters? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
returning officer held any enquiry into this complaint ? 

(c) If so, with what result? 

MiMIEil in olur^ of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hofi'bla Mr. A. N. Mobm1y)t (a) Yes. 

(h) An enquiry was made by the returning officer. As neither a 
verbal nor a written, request from the returning officer elicited names 
of witnesses from the complaining candidate, en(|uiiy was made from 
the polling officer concerned and the Subdivisional Officer, Bampurkat, 
who was present at the time of polling at Nalhati. 

(c) The complaint was found to l)e unfounded. 


Maulvi ASUL KAEEMS Will the Hon’ble Member (x»usider the 
advisabilitQr of naviiig coloure<l boxes for elect itms in future as is done 
in other provinces? 


Tlw Hon'blo Mr. A. N. MOEERLYS The point will be oonsidmed 
in connection with the next general election. 


libu NACENDRA NATH SENS Will the Hon'ble Member be 
ideaied to statu if^H^tice was given to the complainant before enquiry 
was made? 

Tbi Hill»blt Mr. A. N. MOEBRLYs The^mplainant was asked to 
give the names of witnesses; he did not do Uiat. 

Mr. A. 0. lANlRdBEl Was the enquiry of the usual white* 
washing type? ' 



(mmmm. 
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1*1 




(mmm tt urtiMi wm iii# tn tkt UMi). 

Tax«lifii Enquiry Cmninititt IliEtrt 

^Jiarqia KANTA AONAMYA OHAUDHURI, 

•f Mntctagaoilii MjfnMnihlgli: Will the Hon^hle Member in charge 
of the Department of Finance be pleased to state whether the attention 
of the OoTemment has been drawn particularly to the discusiiotti in 
the Taxation Enquii^ Committee Report on the following points: — 

(i) DiTision of income-tax between the centra) and local Ooverti* 
tnents; 

(tt) Imposition of income-tax on agricultural income; 

(m) Extension of the existing law regarding succession duties; and 

(ir) Transfer of non-judicial stamp revenue to the central (iovern- 
mentP 


MEMBER in otwrgaof DERARTMiNT of PINANOE (tlii Hon*Mo 
Mr. J. Donahl): At the instance of the Government of India, points 
(0 and (iV) are engaging the attention of the local Government. 


Rwiitioii of orilort gronting tho privliogo of oloeting tlioir CMwImiOfi 
in ao far os tfio MIdnaiiaro Dialriol BoanI ia oanaariiatf. 

51. BMhi promoth a NATH BANERdBEl (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Department of Ix>eal Self-Govem* 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for which the Government with* 
drew the right of Midnapore people to elect the Chairman of their 
own district board ? 

(h) Will the HonUde Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of giving back the rigbtf 

(c) If so, when#"' 


TEo HolPMa Ha5|i Mr. A. K. ARU AHMED KHAN OHUINAVIt 

(a) Tie member is referred to Government order No. 

dated the I2kh J uly, 19^, of wlueb a copy is laid oo the Council table. 

(h) and (e) Not at present, i 



I [29nil|ft. 

JjBUer referred to in the teplp to dmm (#) Vnttarroi Qm^tion 

No. St. 

No. 2090 L.8.^., dated Calcutta, tie 12tli July, im. 

From— J. O. DsiiiaioifD, Eao., ix.s., Secretary to the OoTern- 
meut of Bengal, Local Self-Government Department, 
To— The Commissioner of the Burdwan Division. 

I am directed to refer to your No. 370 C., deded the 6th May, 1926, 
recommending that the approval of the GK>vemor in Council, under 
section 22, Ix>cal Self-Government Act, to the election of Babu 
Birendra Nath Sasmal as Chairman of the Midnapore District Board 
be withheld, and to say that His Excellency in Council has decided 
after very careful consideration not to approve this election. It 
follows that the post of Chairman of the Midnapore District Board is 
vacant. As the privilege of electing their own Chairman was 
extended to the members of the Midnapore District Board among others 
by Government Circular Nos. 502-506 L.S.-G., dated the 26th Feb- 
ruary 1920, the natural course would now be to ask the members to 
elect some one else as Chairman. His Excellency in Council is, how- 
ever, advised that he has no power under the Local Self-Government 
Act to order a fresh election should he withhold his approval to the 
election held under section 22 of the Act, and that the only course 
open to him is to rescind the order of 26th February, 1920, so far as 
the District Board of Midnapore is concerned and to appoint a Chair- 
man. 

The Governor in Council, therefore, hereby rescinds so mu<*h of 
the order conveyed in Government Circular Nos. 502-506 L.S.-G., 
dated the 36th February, 1920, as refers to the district of Midnapore. 

As His Excellency in Council has no intention of making any 
departure from the policy of having non-official elected Chairmen of 
district boards, which has worked well on the whole, he wishes you 
to impress on the members of the district board his reasons for filling 
up the vacancy by apfmintment instead of by a fresh election. 

I am to add that His Kx<M^llency in Council has decided to appoint 
Babu Debeiidra lial Khan, M.i..c., On Qhairnian of the Midnapore 
Disinet Board#, and that a notification to this effect will be published 
in the Cafcmtfo lltestte. « 


tt. Mm MTINDM NATH OHAKRABUNTTYl Will the 
Hmi’ble Member in charge of the Department of Iirigatioii be pleated 
'toWte whether the Government are considering the detiiwbility ol 
making an enquirySnto the fioodt in <lhe Oai%a Bhil wift a view to 
mnedyittg them? ^ ^ 






m te 


•f DIMimiUlT «« IRttlQATION 0m 
M MiUiiirt, KkM 

Ot Govenuaent have no iafonnatioii in ngnnl t» t]ua 
Bkil, §m un mdking onqairiM. 


» 

YMd nf eropn in Um Kwkm •• MiMi » in Hwmk. 

n. AMULYA CHANDRA DATTAl Will tlie Hon’blo 

Minister in cbar^ of the Department of Agriculture and Induatriea 
be pleased to state the average yield of crops of the Kedua Math (field^ 
of the Hovrrah district for the last ten years? 

Thu Hon’blt H«l)i Mr. A. K. ABU ANMBD KHAN QHUINAVIt 

No statistics of average yield of creeps in the Kedua Math in Howrah 
district are available, but it is understood that the average crop per 
annum in that area is two to three maunds per bigha. The maximum 
crops is said to W ten to twelve maunds per bigha which is obtained 
once only ererj’ seven or eight years. 


» Korbtni at PMuaklMlI. 

64b tabu SARAL KUMAR DUTTs ui) Will the Hon*ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what 
steps were taken against the exercise of the kort/ani in the open at 
Patuakhali? 

(6) Was any attempt made to screen the ceremony or to avoid 
offending Hindu sentiment? 

(c) Is it a fact that some of the Muhammadan police officers and 
the Muhammadan Deputy Magistrate — ^the second officer at Patu»> 
khali — ^were connected with the holding of the korlpani in the open? 

(d) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Member 
be pleased to state what iffafS, if any, the Government have taken in 
the matter? 

Mr. A. N. MOBBRLYt (a) and (h) Kothani was 
carried out at two places in Patuakhali town. No question has arisen 
as regards the manner in which the ceremony was conducted at one 
of theee places. The other place wm closed on three stdee, but open 
on Hie foiirtli. This was not a new place for the sacriff^, and no 
objection was made to it. Dnlortunatdy the Rubdi visional Officer ^did 
not go to see the plaee^and dlff not omW that the fonrlti siis Nionld 
be aereened. ^ 





/• ' 

[29ni Wtm 

((}) Some XttliAmiiuite oAoiie Ooforoaiiiil -‘wtm fmmi ai 
ilio Mcrifioe. 

(i) Stope wiU be tikon to easare tbit in fntoie phooi^in irU^ 
korhani is periormed et Pataakbsli are adequately screened. 

Mta NAOINmA NATH UNS Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whethet^ the second officer was connected with the 
korbanif ^ 

Tha Hoil*Me Mr. A. N. MOSERLYs I am not aUe to slate whether 
any officer was connected with the korhani but some officers mi^t 
have been. 

Mr. A. C. BANEMEE: Will the Hon’ble Member please make 
inquiries. 

Mneie before moMiiie in Petiiekhnli. 

88. Bebtf EARAL KUMAR DUTY: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state how 
the Government could ascertain that there was a long established 
and well-recognised practice in Patuakhali that music was stopped in 
deference to Muhammadan sentiment by all processions, etc.; etc.** as 
stated in the Government communique of 22nd January, 1927 F 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the Hindu 
leaders or Hindu representative bodies were consulted in ascertaining 
this custom? 

(c) When did this custom originate at Patuakhali? 

Tlii HoiYbie Mr. A. N. MOEERLYs (a) and (6). The custom 
was admitted by the local Hindu leaders before the District Magistrate. 
The only point over which there was any dispute, was the eastern limit 
of the area within which music was stopped. 

(e) The date at which this custom originated is not known. 

BabU BARAL KUMAR DUTY: Weie the local Hindu leaders 
««l»ultodP 

Th. NMirt. Mr. A. N. MOIERLYi I wUl uk for notice. 

MM MML KUMAR DUTTi WiU tbe Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to publish the result of the enquiry? 

Ybt Nan’bit IETa A. N. MOBiRUYl Ctovtaunmii have isaoed « 

which"^ embodies the result ^ the inquiry. 
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utiM ' imamm 

RMtfMMklMli* 

» flMtal tARAL KUMAR HUTTl («) WiU ik« Hob’U* MhuW 

in ckapp of the Police Bepaiiment be ^^eaed to eUte wbetber ike 
CbyenittieBt are coneidering the desirability of startiiig an immediate 
noa-ofiojU inquiry about ike cause of the recent outbreali of a liot on 
tke 2^k of January at Patuakkalif 

<b) WiU tke Hon’l^e Member be pleased to state wketker tke local 
autkority at Patuakkali took any precautionary measures on tke request 
oi^ke local 'Hindu leaders to ckeek the riot when the Mussalmans were 
seen coming into the town with lathit and other weapons in their hands 
in the presence of the Subdi visional flfficerP 

Tlic HoffinUe Mr. A. N. MOIERLYi (a) Ifo. 

(6) On the apprehension that Muhammadans might come into Patua- 
kkali from the villages, police were posted at im]>ortant crossingi* and 
main approaches to the town, and an injunction was issued pnihibiting 
the carrying of lathis or the assembly Of five or more men uithiii muni- 
cipal limits. Government have no information whether these precau- 
tions were taken on the rec^uest of the local Hindu leader^i. S.> far as 
Government are aware, there was no invasion of the town by Muham- 
madans armed with lathis or other such weajions. 


QuofUtfi of oxtoiidifig tlio PuMio Camblliig Aol to ICiirigroiii. 

97. Kaxi EMDADUL HOQUEs (a) Will the Hotrble MemW in 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to state the reason why ihe 
Public Gambling Act II of 1867 has not been extended to the sub- 
divisional town of Kurigramf 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
tke operation of the said Act to the said fubdi visional town ^f Kurigiam 
at an early date F 

TilO HOfl^lo Mr. A. N.mM«BERLY: (a) Because no Duch propoMi 
ku Itoen reoeived by Government 

(4) No. 


g iU AI U lwiiw it .f imiM in MuraMdi 

ML KImm RaiiMtar M«H«i iKRAMUI. HUQi (a) WiU the Hon’bU 
lEiaiat«r i. charge of the Department oi Txtoal SeU-Ck>t%rnin«iiti be 
]|^aaied to otate wbetlitr nnio. board* have bee. liUddubod in 111. 
dkttict of Mwahidolmdr 



M QVlSlfM' ' [2an|.||»k 

(i) II ft&iver to iieg»ti«i, wiB tlie Si^’Ulo 

bo pleosed to oiata wbotber tbo GoTammeiit aire oonsidoriiig tbe desiraU* 
litj of taking inunediato stepi to eatablifh onktt boardo in inbdiri- 
«ions of tba Hnnbidabad dfltrictF 

TIM H^i Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN OHyZNAVIS 

(a) No; it was docidad in 1921 to eataHisb 91 union boards^ but it baa 
not bean found poaiibla to atari them for lack of Circle Officers. 

(5) The matter is under consideration. ^ 

KlUM BMiadur Miiilvl EKRAMUL HU^S Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if any Circle Officer has been appointed 
for the purpose of starting union boards at MurshidabadF 

Til# Hon’M# Hail|i Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZ- 

NAVIl 1 am afraid I must ask for notice. 

KImhi Baliadur Mlwlui EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be surprised to learn from me that two Circle Officers are 
actually working there P 

•ttbordinat# Educational Sarvioa. 

M. Rai dADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: (a) Will the Mon ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether he has been apprised of the dissatisfaction prevalent among 
the members of Subordinate Educational Service engaged in collegiate 
work due to the difference in their pay, status and position from that 
of the members of the Bengal Educational Service? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis* 
ter be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the 
desirability of removing the dissatisfaction? 

Th# Hon’M# Mr. BYOMKEi CHAKRAVARTI: (a) Goyernment 
are aware that a certain feeling exists among college teachers in the 
scale of Rs« 150 — 10 — 400 in the Subordinate Educational Service that 
they should be allowed gasetted status. Ihe matter was carefully 
considered in 1925 in consultation with the Accountant-Gener^, 
Bengal, but it ^H^t found possible to entertain the proposal on 
ffnancial grounds. 

Gkrremment have no information that any dissatisfactidn exists ia 
regard to the existing pay and position of Subordinate Educational 
Service officers employed in colleges. 

(fi) In view of the reply to clause (a) above, Govemmeht do not 
consider that any modBtcation of the es^isting levies of pay, status and 
posittcm of such SHbars is justified. 




ItaiM AIUUL HAfUlt h it ika iafanutum ot 
it no diaaatiifaetion eziatsf 

nmnPMt Mr. lYOMKEt OHAKIIAVftllTIt That u tha iafor- 
matiol St tlie disposal of Government, 


KHM BSMur Maiilvi AZIZUL HAQUii Inclodtiig the Hon’Ua 

Ministerf 

Tha Nonfbia Mr.^lYOMKEi OHAKRAVAIITIt Inelnding the 
Min ister» personally he has none. 


SfiiriiSh iahaim, 

M. Rtl JAOUNATH MAZUMDAR RaMiiri (<t) Is the Hon’blo * 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that plans and 
estimates of Project No. II of the Bhairab Scheme have been forwarded! 
to the District Officer of Jesiwire for action under the Bengal Agricultural 
and Sanitary Improvement Act. 1920 (Bengal Act VI of 1920)? 

(b) If so, what is the present stage of the said scheme? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state whether the plana 
and estimates of Project No. 1 of the Bhairab Scheme are ready for 
transmission to the District Officer of Jessore for action under Bengal 
Act VI of 1920 P 

If not, when will they be leady? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what is the present 
>tage of Project No. Ill of the Bhairab Scheme? 

Tfia Hon’blt Nwali ialiMliir tAIYID NAWAR ALI OHAUDHURf, 
Khan Bihialiir, af DfimbaHl (a) Yes. 

(h) Notices under section f» of the Bengal Agricultuibl and Sanitary 
[mprovement Act, 1920, have been published in the prescribed manner 
calling for objections or suggestions thereon, and the names of members 
>f the committee to be forme^ under section IX of the Act have been 
forwarded by the Collectof to the Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division for appointment. ^ 

(c) Before submitting the Project No. I to the Distrust Officer of 
Fessore, it has been found necessary to make a further inquiry into tht^i^ 
question of spill water for flushing this portion of the river, 

(if) In the next few months. 

<e)*ThrM alternative estimates for Project No. Ill have been pro* 
Mured and sulnnitted to Government and ere noif under, considmfatiifta* 

[t is probable that this %eheme ewitl he submitM* 4g»f4he Oollaetor 
hortly. 
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flu oiwtf TiMk 

m. triim TARAKIIATH MVKilUtlll WiH lli** fionlile 
Kinister in clinrge ot t&e Department of Public Worloi be pleaeed to 
etate<- 

(i) wbat amount bae been allotted this year (1S2S-27) for the 
repairs of the Grand Trunk Boad frpm Howrah to Bandel ; 
and 

(it) when and up to what distance from Howrah the Grand 
Trunk Boad will be macadamised? 

MIIIItTiR in oharge nf DEPARTIIENT of PUiLIC WORKS 
(tho HoiPMt Mr. Syomlcoa GtiolcrMraitOi (0 It is impossible to give 
the actual figures of allotment for the portion of the road from Howrah 
to Bandel. The amounts allotted this year (1926-27) for expenditure 
on the two sections of the road lying in Bengal are — 

Prom Sibpur to Bally Bridge — 

For repairs — ^Bs. 19,000. 

For original works (improvements, etc.)— Rs. 66,000. 

From Bally Bridge to Barakar— 

For repairs— Rs. 89,430. 

For original works (improvements, etc.) — Rs. 66,200. 

(it) The whole of the road from Howrah, excepting the portion now 
being diverted by the Railway Company, is already macadamised. Of 
this, only 4 miles from Howrah are treated with tar, and it is not at 
present proposed to extend this treatment further. 


•iii|M Lootl Mf^Covaniiiiaiit (Ame m ltimnt) Rill and imwal 
MimWiMl (AmandMni) RHI. 

M. RalNl^ l^ MARKER I (a) Will the Hon’Ue 

Minister in charge . of the. Department of Local 8elf*Goveniment be 
pleased to state whether Government propose to introduce Bills for the 
amendment of the- 
ft) Bengal Ixical 8eH4ilovernment Act (Bengal Act III of 1885); 
and ^ : 

(u) Beag|yM^icipal Act (Bengfil Act o{ 1884)? ^ 

(b) It ao,\rheii will they be introdufed? 




^ia&B^03tk 


it 


Hi^iMn^iC. AMt AIMilO KNAM ONUl* 

NAVlS^iii^ (i) and (fr) OoTamment hope to do ao during tko tomi of 
tho LigidmtiTe Cooiicii. But no Bill Ium m> f nr boon dmflod, 

mud *MJt boon decidod on wKnt gonotnl linos logidiatton sbonld 

be nnpirtaken. 


(a) and (6) Tbe Bengal Municipal Bill will bo introdneod during 
tbo lifetime of tbe present Council, but Government bare not yet deoidt^d 
when to introduce it, ♦ 

I ». I ") '" 

TaxHtan af dM»4raM. -s. V .. ^ 

n. Bite HEM CHANDRA NACKIRt (a) !• 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that a license fee of Rs. 2 is at present being levied in the dis- 
trict of the 24-Pargana8 on each date-tree for making tari from the 
trees and that even those from which sweet juice is made are not some 
times exempted? 


(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that it has been departmentally 
ordered that a coating of lime is to be applied on each pot to be hung 
up for sweet juice P 


(e) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that this coating of lime makes 
the juice and molasses distasteful and lessens the price? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of putting a 
stop to this taxation and also to the application of this coating of lime 
to the pot of th^ sweet juice? 


Tlia Hot^bh Mr. BYOMKit CHAKAAVARTIt (a) Tes. 

No date-trees are taxed for the drawing of sweet juice. 

(b) Yes. 

(e) It does not make the jiyce and molasses distasiaful, neither does 
it lessen the price. * 

(d) It is not proposed to distkmtinne the tree-tax on date-trees for 
he making of tari or the order enjoining the coating of lime. The 
atter is intended to prevent fermentation. 

Bibil NAQINDRA NATH SiNt Is Hon'ble Minister awaia 
hat the Ikence fee is levied upon every hawker who hawks sweet 
fuioe? 


«T 9 lltll|W VniiAliAWAIITII NO. 



omemsm. 




mrnm. 



U. Mr. ANANOA MOHAN FODDARt (a) WiU % Hon'U^ 
Minuter in charge af the Department of Local 8elf-0imnnmeiit be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that all the four nominated Commis- 
sioners of the Narayanganj Municipality belong to the European 
mercantile community P 

(5) Are the Oovemmmit considering the desirability of nominating 
at least one Commissioner of the Narayanganj Municipality from the 
Indian merchants’ community? 

Tha Han^Mf Hadji Mr. A. K. AiU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) Qoyemment do not propose to consider this question in advance 
before the Commissioner submits recommendations. 


tS. BilNl MANMATHA NATH ROY: (a) Will tbe Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a tabular statement showing the amount of annual grants made 
by the Government of Bengal to the Calcutta High Court for the 
maintenance of the Paper Book Department of the Appellate Side of 
the High Court from 1921 to 1926? 

(h) Is any such grant made for the paper books prepared in the 
Original Ride of the High Court? 

Ttia Hon’lllf Mr. A. N. MOSERLYs (n) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

Utatemmt referred to in the reply to clame (a) of U nttarred Question 
No, 65 thomng the amount of annual granU made by Govemmeni 
to the Calcutta High Court for the maintenance of the Paper Book 
Department of the Appellate Side of the High Court from 1921 to ^ 

im. • ' 



Amount. 


S«. 

1921-22 

... 69,m* 

1922-23 

... 5o.oao* 

1928-24 

... 35.009 

1924-25 

... 24,168 

1225-26* 

... 22,T40 

122247 

'^... 28,227 





QirS81^H&' It, 

■««« Mm ill IMM 

, KIRAN MNKAIt ROYl (a) WiU the Hon'U* MMbM 

in cka^ of the PoHticnl Depnrtnient be plenaed to etnte whether it ie n 
fact tSii^ ^e Burma Gbvemnient put Imward a eeheme for aeeommoda* 
ting all the Bengal detenus in Burma in a building outside Uie ICanda* 
lay Jail walls? «. 

(h) Is it a fact that^he above scheme was recommended by — 

(«) the Mandalay Cantonment authorities; 

(u) the Deputy Commissioner of Mandalay; 

(m) the Superintendent of Police, Mandalay; 

(iv) the Commissioner, Mandalay Division, and 

(v) the Deputy Inspector-Oeneml of Police, C.I.D., Burma, 
or any of them? 

(r) Is it a fact that the building has been purchased by the Burma 
Government and is now ready for occupation? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the above 
scheme has been approved by the Government of Bengal? 

(e) It not, will the Member be pleased to state the reasons for not 
approving of the scheme? 

MEMBER in oliaiio of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tlM HonPfNi 
Mr. A. N. Moborly): (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) and (e) The scheme was dropped because the Government of 
Bengal considei*ed it inadvisable to concentrate oil the d^tenue in one 
place. 

PiroJiwr High English SohooL 

•7. Rni SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI BMiMhiri (a) 

Will the Hon'ble Minister«in%;harge of the Department of Education 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Pirojpur High English 
School, which was a private sclhx>l managed by a committee, was 
taken up by Government under certain conditions together with a 
trust fund? 

, (b) Is it a fact that the school was ftnit provindalised and then 
converted into a Government school, but th% eonditions have not been 
fulElM? . 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government took up^the wo&oel with a 
pfoattee iluSI a pueca e&ool hAse, wiDi hoetels and Head Xa«ler*e 
quarters would im consiraeted |t an enily date? ' 



(i) If it a fact tliat a plot of linil wm ao^aifod lor fto pafpo# 
about 8 or 9 yean ago, bat aoibiag lief been dbse yetf 

(t^Oo^ibe Oorenunent intend to construct tbe loliodl Suildliig, 
hostel and quartenP 

TN HaiPMe Mr. •YMIKit OflAKIIAVAIITII (a) and (h) m 

school was provincialised at first temporarily and then on a permanent 
basis without any conditions being attach^ thereto. The trust fund 
whiek was taken over by Government has been Utilised for the benefit 
of the tehool in awarding scholarships to students. 

(c) Government did not provincialise the school with any such 
promise. ^ 

(d^apd (e) Tea, a plot of land was acquired some years ago, but 
the scheme which was originally prepared for the ecmstruction of 
buildings for the school was considered too costly and a revised scheme 
on a more modest scale had to be prepared. A revised scheme recently 
submitted by the Director of Public Instruction is now under the 
consideration of Government. 


Baiigal Munieipal (Ame ndm ent) Bill. 


•I. Khan Miib Maulvl ABDUl iATTAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local SelLGovemment be 
pleased to state whether there was a Bill further to amend the Bengal 
Municipal Act, 1884 (Bengal Act III of 1884), before the last I^egis- 
lative Council f 

(6) df the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the present stage of the BillP 
(c) When is it likely to come up before the Council? 


The Hon'Mt Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(oX Yes, 

(i) and (c) The Bill will be intrbditred during the lifetime of 
the present Ounucilt but Government have not yet decided when to 
introduce it. 


KIm BMwdiir Mnuivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Bill will be introduced during 
the lifetime of the Couac^ or when its life is extinct at the end of 
three years? 

tug Mr. A. K. ABU AHMiO KHAN eMtfZ^ 

NAVI I I do not think it requires an answer. 
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yt m t in tiar. 

* MBMaai M* llwM ABOUt MTTAIIl Will th* 

diarge of ilt« Jhtptuctmmd oi Eemiiie (Pomit) Im pUMl 
to 9ta|^yiietlier it is a fact tlbat in Cox’s Baiar there has been a whole* 
sale r^Mjifaiion of the forest leaving no pasture gitmnd ? 

MiMBill in ehafiof DlBAirrilBNT ef BBVBNUi (FOBBtlB) 
(the HaiWt Hmrn Murfnr taiyM NnwiA All ChenJinri, KfeM 
Bnliniliir>s No. 

Reenlvitlen of Bit Ronili and FiiMie Work oiMini 

TB Roia BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tlNIlA BahfAir^ of 
NaaMlHlft Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Dep j ^c A a il l t ol 
Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to lay on the taUe a statement 
showing — 

(i) the names of the districts of Bengal where there has been a 
revaluation of the roads and public woric cesses after the 
completion of the settlement operation under Chapter X 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act ; and 

(fi) the amount by which the roads and public work cesses has 
been increased in each district after such revaluation, 
showing the income derit^ed from the roads and public 
work cesses, before and after, such revaluation f 

MEMBER ill oliwgg of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (Bio Hon’blo MalMiro|a KNuwfiiali Ohondra Rag Bahadur^ 
of Nadia): A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to Umtarred Q%te$iion Jfo, 70, 
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4U 'i MAillU|.I4Hl <«) H« th. .tta^tian rf 

tte Hoable H«mb«-:iB chunre of the Deperteient of Itrigi^ been 
<lMiwn to the moribund oonditioB of the Eartem Bengal riTei^f 

(6) Are the Oovemment coneidering the deeimbility of teUag nnv 
«U^pi for the improrement of the eamef ^ 

,1 Behedur Sailendra Ifkth Banerjee, Superin- 

mnding Engineer, Irrigation Department, vae put on special duty 
in connection with the Eastern Bengal rivers P 

{d) Is it a fact that he submitted a report on the subject? 

* ansmar to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

MemW be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken on (he 
TOport r 

hmTISi ••****^ MAWAB ALI CHAU- 

OHUBI, Khm Baliartiir, of Dhntari: (a), (6), (c) and (d) Yes. 

(s) Two offiMrs have been posted to Dacca for the purpose of coUect- 
ing hydraulic data in connection with the improvement of the Dhal- 
eswan, Buriganga and other rivers. Shoals in the Bnriganga, Lakya 
and Bangshi were dredged a short while ago: attempts are being made 
to increase the supply of water in the dry season in the Dhaleswari and 
Bun^nga: the possibility of improving the Chandpur Nala is being 
!Ti"! improving the Dolai Khal i. nearly mdy, 
nd detailed investigations in the Manikganj subdivision have been 
made to amrtain whether water can be led into those parts where 
stagnation is ncwr prevalent. 

Hr. dOCICH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what j. meant by “ the scheme being nearly leadv ” 
and fop how long has the scheme been with the Government? 

Bnhwliir CAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURi, 
Kllill BwMMlliry of DlmilNMril I will inquire. 

Hr. dOCBBH CHANDRA CUPTA: ?Vill the Hon’ble Member be ' 

“ i" “*« Pomibility of any action 

oeing taken (HMilig the present yea' with regard to this scheme? 

«"'» “**• *u dhaudhuri, 

mmmamt •• OimilMMli It is not likely. 

Hr. dMBBH CHANDRA OUPTAl Is there any ^uioe of these 
tohsesw being ber^ by limitatkm ,aa some of them have been pend- 
ing tat more than three yean? 

g? - - • NAWAB AU CHAUDHURI, 


I No. 



HAflUL NUMINl («) WUI tb* Soii'lil* 
]|fiairtHr?i|^elMilg« of the Sapartnunt of SducatMu W idettMd ia aiatai 
whcHibr litfii m liet ^ Comniissioimii df tikt CkittAgiittg 
imlity fcav# aent up u cod|»lete Bchema for tli« iutfuduotion «if tiul 
coutpulsoty primary eduoation for boys witbiu the wbolo muntoipal 
area, agreoing to pay half of the total cost, both recurring and <«pitalf 
(h) Is it a fact that the said scheme hat been strongly recommetidiM) 
both by the Inspector of Schools and the Dirtstonal CyaiinWhii^j# 1 
(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Got* 
emment are considering the desirability of taking immediate action 4n 
the matter? 

Tlia Hon’Mt Mr. tYOMKEt OHAICRAVAETI S (a) A scheme has 
been submitted, but it is not complete. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The matter is under the consideration of the department, hut 
there are legal difficulties in the scheme as submitted. 


Pfufiolatf IwMga naar ChuaitafHpi in NMHa. 

7S. Rai^ADUNATH MAZUMOAR iatiailurt (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what is the present stage of the projected bridge already approved hf 
Government near Chuadanga in the district of Nadiaf 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table cf^hias 
of the correspondence on the subject between \he District Boai4 of 
Jessort, the Government of Bengal, Irrigation Department, and< the 
Bailway Department? 

Tlia HaiPMa Hmnb EAIYID NAWAi ALI OHAIf* 

OMyRI, KEm BiMlir, if mmimifiu) The Bastem Bengal BaUway 
have agreed to the reconstruction of the bridge in question to enable 
.a supply id water to be given to the Nabaganga Bitar from the Mata- 
bitanga, the pmje^ for which is being oomi^ad. !|3ie ooit ol the 
alietatiens will be irakarga against the prqjaoi aslinkatsi. 

(h) in* vievt ^ the raply given in (a), it is not naosoiiry to lay 
papers m the taUa^ ^ ^ 

■rite IMfkilHbilA NATII EtMl Who is the yinjetl 

iwd wbaceBiiliihigiMpQ^ ^ 

A ' ' . ^ 



22 QlTESmifS. 

tNt HffM* N«N* MMHhV MIYIII IMWAf AU QHAUOHURI, 
ICiMMi B ah aih i r, at Muifwri; At Beitamporo. 

Mto NAGeNORA NATH tfNl WOl the Hoodie MemW be 
pleaeed to tell uh wbetber it will take aa long a time aa the Bbainb 
achemeP ‘ 

TIM Hen'Me NawaG Bahadur BAIYID NAWAR ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan BahaAir, af OhaoBarit Ho. 

RoMxoMation of Baramnti. 

74 Iriittt TARAKNATH MUKERdEAt (a) Will the Hon'ble 
MeinWr in chai^^ of the Department of Irrigation be pleaaed to atate 
what further atepa have been taken for the re-excavation of the river 
Baraswati in the district of Hooghly and Howrah P 

(h) When is the work estimated to finish in Howrah district P 

. (r) When is the portion of this river in the Hooghly district expected 

to be taken in handP 

TIm NiMmb Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 

DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari; (a) The Saraswati in the dis- 
tricts of Howrah and Hooghly has been under silt clearance during 
the current year. 

(b) and (c) It is expected that the work will be completed by the 
end of March. 


Calcutta Univortity (Amendment) Bill. 

75. Babu HIM CHANDRA NABKER: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in cluuge of the Department of Education he pleased to state 
whether (lovernraent proposes to introduce any Bill for the amendment 
of the Calcutta Universitv Act? , 

• * i 

(b) If so, when will it lie introducedP 

* "‘i ‘ c 

The Hon’hle Mr. BYOMKEB CHAKRAVARTI; (rO and (b) The 

member is referred to the answer given by the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. 
FaaUul Haq to the question asked by him on the same subject at the 
meeting of the Legislative Council on the 24th Januafg, 19^, a copy 
of which is placed on the library^ table. Little progress has since bi^n 
made in the matter, as the conference has not been able yet to arrive 
at an agreed basis (or legislatimi. The questi(j|i has, however, not been 
dropped, and Goi^mment hope to be in a position to introduce legui- 
Intioii early in the lileiiime of the present^ Ministry. 




oirnsnom 




■te ar rmft n* m i|t i 

m Mil HIM QHAHMA NASKillt (,») Will the HirnTfe 
MeixiP^ in eliarge of tlic Department of Irrtgaii<m be pleated fn etata 
vbetner^tbe sluice gate of Tolly’s Nala on the Bidyadhari Bivar in 
jailice-dtation Sonerpur, district 24*Pargaztas, is wholli opened in time 
of heavy rains to let put accumulated rain waters of the abad$ on either 
sides of the said nala?^ 


(b) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of 
issuing instruction, so that the gate referred to is wholly opened in 
the time of heavy rains? 


TN Hon'bte N«wi* BaluUhir SAIYIO NAWAI JU.I ONAUONtmt, 
KhM Rihtdlll’f •! OllMilMril (a) The (luice in (juMtion hw never ouM 

been closed since the 26th June, 1922. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Ton Staff Of the Caioiitta Omaii. 

77. Babu HEM OHANOHA NASKEUi (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether if is a fact that ♦be einplaytH*s in the Calcutta Canals in the toll 
depai tment make jKime deposit as security on the understanding that 
they will not In* tninsferre<l to mufassal where the employees do not 
give any s<»cui ity deposit ? 

(h) Is it a fact that these employees are now transferred to mufassal 
contrary to the jirevious arrangt*meiit of not transferring them to 
mufassal Y 

(c) Will the Hoirble Member l)e pleased to state the reason for 
the change? 

TfM Hon’Wo Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI OHAIIDHURI» 
Kban Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (a) No. 

(b) The staff are transferable to any toll office in the Presidency. 

(c) Does not arise. 


ioh a mo for tbo introduolioti of frto and oowiimitory aduoatiofi 
far boya uritbin Cblttaeaiig MunMpoH^* 

78: Kbiii 8Miib Maulvl AB008 iATTAilf (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Miiiiater in charge of the Department of EducatJon be {doased to state 
idietiier it is a fact thaf the Ckffinniisioiiers of ibelchiitafoiig Muiiim* 
pality have sent up a complet^ scheme for the introductiim of free and 



ii QVmiOm. [2»mfm 

tmpuhmy primtuf e^ucatioii for hoys mthiu tlie whole muoieiiH^ area, 
•greeisir to pay hall of the tot&l cost, both reoiirriiig ai^d capit^J? 

(i) h it a fact that the said scheme has been strongly reobnlihended 
both by the Inspector of Schools and the Divisional Commissioner? 

(c) Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Oov- 
emment are considering the desirability ol taking any immediate 
action into the matter? 

Tht Hmi’bli Mr. BYOMKii CHAKRAVARTi: (a) A scheme has 
been submitted, but it is not complete. 

<fj) Yes. 

iemnder the (consideration of the department, but 
difficulties in the scheme as submitted. 

Klmn Sahib Maulvi ABDUS SATTARs AVill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to slate what are the difficulties? 

Thi Hon’bta Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: These are legal 
difficulties. * 

Khan Sahib Maulvi ABDUS SATTAR: May we know them? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: I 4‘anuot specify 
them all. 


Cox’s Baxar High Engliih Sehool. 

7S. Klmn tahib Maulvi ABDUS SATTAR: Will the IWhle 

Minister in eharge of the Department of Education W pleased to state 
the reason why the (’ox’s llazar lligli English School has not been 
pr(»viucifl lined ? 

Tha Han’bli Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: The provincialisa* 
lion of selwHds is pot part of the present policy of Government. 

Kbaa Bahadur Maulvi AZIXUL HAQUE: Will the Honble Minis- 
lor be pleased to state what is the present policy of Government with 
regan! to these sc'hools? 

THt Han’Mt Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: I do not know. 

Kbaa Bahadur Mfrfvi AZIXUL HAQUB: May we knowi 8ir. who 
will give os this information ? 



Qvwmm 



Hrnm Hr. IVmiKIt OIMKIIAVAIITtl I m not mmm 

vkidi gwiilMaaii wiQ be able to answer tbia ^aetiioii; I 


MUM AIIZUL HAQUti May we know wbatW 
tbfk 9ecret«ry in the Education Department can answer it? 

tM NoiiWIi Mr. AYOMKit CM AKRAVARTI t No. 


Comtitiiliifi of raHmy Atftiairy Norik 

M. NIni NAGENDRA NATH SENl (a) Will the Hoa^bb 

llember in charge of the Department of Conunerce bo pleased to stale 
the principles on a^hich selection is made of the peeeiieeel «ee-^lhe 
Advisory Boards of the East Indian and EastenTBeugml Hail ways? 

(6) Has any of the members of these Boards travelled in the ini^ 
ind third class compartments on any occasion? 

MEMiER in oliorge of DEPARTMENT ef COMMERCE (IN 
Non*lie Mr. d. DenoMI): Ot) It is assume<l that the question rdera 
to the local advisory committees of the two* railways referred to. 

The Advisory Committee of the East Indian Railway is constituted 
IS follows: — 

The Agent, East Indian Railway, ex ofiew^ Chairman; one 
metiibei; nominated by the Government of Bengal; one member 
nominated by the Government of Bihar and Orissa; one re» 
presentative of the Bengal In^gislative Council nominated by 
the Government of Bengal; one representative of the Bihar 
and Orissa I^egislative Council; too members nominated by 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce; one member each nominated 
by the Corporation of Calcutta, the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce, the Indian Mining Association, the Indian 
Mining Federation, and the Calcutta Trades Association. 

The Advisory Coininittee' of the Eastern Bengal Railway consists 

The Agent of the Eastern Bengal Railway, ejt ojficw, Chairmaa; 
one member nominated by the Government of Bengal; ems 
member nominated by the , Government of Assam; three re- 
presentatives of the Bengal I^islative Council nomtaated 
by the Government of Bengal ; one member nmninated by the 
Corporation of Calcutta; four members nominated by Dm 
Rengal Chamber of Commerce ; two members nominated by the 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce; and one memiiei 
nominated b^atbe Calcutb Trades Aseodatioa. 

(5) dWeiNieiit have no informatioii. 



Bvmm ©iscirasios. 






t^nMi tfiMiiiioii 4NI tilt tudgil ni tiit Ctvtnmi^ tf f t wgtl . 

Mint TAirAKN ATM MUtrillirEAs A perusal of the Budget and 
an examination of the figures in detail has not been a very pleasant task 
to me. ^ 

To us, the elected representatives of the people, a consideration of 
the Budget does not bring much comfort. Neit^^er does it give us any 
very great hopes for the future. I do not make any exaggeration when 
I say that even to those, whose ambition it has been to work the Reforms 
successfully with continued progress, the way in which the adminislra- 
tion is being carried on produces no other feelings but despair. 

Let me, howeyar, congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Member on his 
clever Budget speech which I consider to be a masterpiece of illusion, 
lull of financial jugglery and linguistic skill. 

We all feel that the machinery of our Government has become too 
ii^elastic and too rigid to be able to move with the needs of the hour. 
Impervious to public demand, the authorities are proceeding along their 
own narrow giove, and. there is absolutely no indication that there is 
any inclination or desire on their part to adopt any progressive policy. 

Bengal is in need of such administration as can rise above prejudices 
and preconceptions and may have the courage of striking at the root of 
our sufferings and can l)oldly take such) means as may successfully 
combat our alarming increase of sickness and poverty. Bengal will, 
therefore, goon raising her voice against the present policy of providing 
luxuries for our rulers first and then distributing miserable doles for the 
necessities of the people. 

The Hon'hle Finance Member complains of the resounes being 
* limited when the question is one affecting the lives of the people, but 
no such objection is ever heard of when it (‘oricerns the Police or such 
other favourite departments. 

The question of primary education, as the Hon’ble Finance Member 
says, is n vast one involving enormous expenditure. But, Sir, that is 
no reason why this most important hut neglected subject should not be 
takeu up in right earnest and the needed Suffds found by retrenchments 
in pampered liiM^kq3>-hetivy departments, instead of by fresh taxation as 
Government proposes to do. The people are poor and veiy heavily taxed 
in proportion to their income. They are right, therefore, in opposing 
any addition to their burdens by fresh taxation. ^ 

In this cotinectiou I would beg leave of the House to say a few words 
lor the much neglected Sanskrit fuL. I-iet me begin by gratefully men- 
tioning that some years ago the Government made a start in .this direc- 
tion by rei'Ognistng the Sanskrit ioU in the different districts and by 
not only instituting title examinations o% diffmtfnt subject, but by sanc- 
tioning some grants-i|faid for such toL. |lut, Sir, it is a nrntter of 



litsiirM stjDOfef » 

tkAt tli 0 at^souiit ft?iiilaUe ha tmh grMiift ti| not «t »ll 
adeqm» to the'' requiremente. Sir, it is veil known to m all» that in 
these by traditioii and convention the sthdents are not only tanght 
tree qjl ^inny charge, but the students are also provided with board and 
lodgit^f all free of any charge. Such things were possible when living^ 
was cheap in our land and when the gums were well patronised by the 
State and by the wealthy people of the country, but, Sir, in these hard 
days and in the absence of such financial support these Sanskrit 
the only repositoiy of the lincient Ime of the Hindus, are more moribund 
than alive. 

The real awth of this lore is gradually Wing rwognised in many 
countries in different paHs of the world. It is. therefore, in the interests 
not only of the Hindus, but also of future civilisation that these tuh 
and gurus who have no other sources of income should bf granted a 
living income by suitable grants by the (Government through the Kducu* 
tion Department. 

The Budget while providing the Police and the supt^rior services 
with all the luxuries which modern civilisation has invented, has hope- 
lessly neglected the cause of the nation-building departments. 

Jiow speaking aWut my distri**t I should like to place Wfore the 
House and the (Government the following points:-— 

(If No special pixn*ision has been yet made for the re-ex< avution of 
the Rivers Suruswati and Kananadi on which depends the fate of thou- 
sands of the pfKiple <»f my district, and although the matter has been 
brought to the notice of the mitborities on many times, no projier step 
has yet Wen taken. The River Saraswati, which is one of the main 
outlets of water in the distrif t, Wing totally silted up, no water can pass 
out to the (Ganges, thus leaving thousands of acres of land totally under 
water for over four months of the year. 

As a result of this, not only are the |KK>r cultivators totally deprived 
of any croj). hut it has also rendered the eiitiiv hM’aUty very unhealthy 
and malaria and kala-axar, et<*.. are prt>ducing quite a huvm^ there. In 
fact, the situation has Woine quite alarming. 

(2) No provision has been made for the fimnl relief of [leople in that 
unfortunate malaria-strickfn vnd flood-ridden subdivision Aramhagh. 
It is unfortunate that no step has yet lieeii taken to lake up in hand 
the Saitiragaehi-Bishnupur Chords line of the Ben gal- Nagpur Railway, 
which would provide communication w^ith that forsaken sub-division 
Arambagh. 

Cl) The Oovernment Agrii'ultural School at Chiiisura which was 
abolii^ed very unwisely, has not yet been restored. The result is that 
without any substantial support from the State the present private 
aehool now in existence there is starving for funds. 

(4) Fourthly, let in#invite the sympathetic attefttion of the Oovem- 
ment to the question of establishing a Medical School at Chinsum. I 



hope will be coneidered more ftympeilieticAUy. In ibe dis- 

tiict of Hodjirbljr lei^ muabeiv of peofile £e of raileria, UbMr and 
other preventable dieeases, and the d^th rate is alamingrly inoreasiag 
every year. The waat of qualified medieal men in most of the villageg 
H k^nly felt and many lives could be saved if proper medical treatment 
could be provided. 

Students of this distriut a. not admitted tp the Campbell Medical 
School ip Calcutta, and at the same time the iuicommodation at the 
Honaldshay Medical Schibl pf Burdwan is npt even sufficient lor the 
hoys of that district, not to speak of the boys from Hooghly and other 
disti$^. Thus, studenti belongin||^ to the district of Hooghly are 
practically denied any medical education. This is happening at a time 
when such education is sorgreatly^jieeded by the people of the district 
in order that they may receive adequate medical relief. It, is to be 
hoped that the matter will i)Bceive proj^^hnd sympathetic consideration. 

The Hon^bl^ Member lmys"/thi^ the Irrigation Department has not 
been jd)le to sp^d up to the Budget pievision in connection with the 
bridges over the cahaljii^ round Calcutta and in certain of their drainage 
schehies. May t enquire why the famous Public Works Department 
ezeculives have becbme so unmindful and indifferent in regard to such 
an important matterP It is a pity that the whemes for dealing with 
water-hyacinth and for district public health organisation have-not yet 
come into proper and necessary action. 

It is, of course, to the credit of the Hon’ hie Finance Member that 
the Budget this year is not a deficit one — the excess of expenditure over 
income amounting to a little over Rs. 45 lakhs has been met from the 
lialances which stand at present at Ks. l.?)‘479,000 as the closing balance. 

I will not waste the time of the House by pointing out the well- 
known fa4’t that the two favourite departments, namely, the Police and 
the General Administration, are still swallowing up a disproportionately 
large iwrtion of the revenue. 

V 

I will not also dilate on the enormous difference in educational ex- 
penditure per head lietween a European and an Indian boy. ' 

* V 

1 need not speak at length on the fa(*t that between the Governor with 
his establifthtllKttli, etc., and his Executive Councillors and their en- 
tourage it iHJsta the province Ks. lakhs. This is almost equal to the 
amount which a wealthy country' like Britain pays to maintain His 
Majesty the King in State. 

1 do not propose to develop the arguments that a large percentage el 
the money allotted under the heads ** Police,*’ ** Health ** or ** Medical 
is eaten up by bricks and mortar and salaries and allowances of Indian 
Medical Smicejafficert. 



I*'* 'SA* 

i^lpaay bt briefly noted tbet wbile^ Ike eiun oi $0|(KM 

1uuP|bmi provided for exteaeive Aiiti«iiialarial metmeo in mnU eteon 
tbxM^ n^ical officers end villege w^tkm in e malnrie^ridden Ooantry^ 
^ «^uin of Bs* 60,000 bas been |»ovided for tbe magisterial 
boagalov at Pabna. 

I ^iil leave to this House tbe fact tiHt ^ paltry suin of Bs« 2»80,000 
has been budgeted fo^ Hie grant to local bodies for improvenmt of rural 
watei^supply. 

I seed not remind tbe Bouse, of tjhe disproportion in tbe^Hei of 
salaries drawn by the beads q| tbe depaltments and the poorly paid 
clerks under them, a disproportion of wbicbNbere is, perhaps, no parallel 
in any other civilised country. * 

Referring to the transferred departmepU, the Hon^ble Pinance Mem*' 
her says that so far it has lieen their exp^^jrnce that the transfnved 
departments have generally been ‘Wnkble spend ev^ the ve^ limited 
resources which are given to them in the Budget.' ^ 

V 

It is well known that the transferred departments are uof great 
favourites with the bureaucracy. But we artf really surprised to Ifbar 
from the Hon’ble Finance Memljer that ei’en the small amounts at 
theij disfM>^al lie unspont arci go to swell thi^ balance on which tbr 
administration can ala*ays fall back to cover its annual deficits brought 
alniut by e.Ntiavagance in the reset ved departments. Is it not the natural 
inference that the transferred departments are Iteing run in a rtmtine 
way, ornamented by red tape, and a’ithout anyone having tbe brains or 
hnagination suftioienl for clrawing up and carrying out scbeit cs of far- 
reacning public utility which would contribute materially to tbe causr 
of nation building)’^ 

After all, the nation Jives in the villages. But what are the step#- 
that are being taken to make the life of pniple in villages worth living 
tor, from physical, sanitaiy, medica'l, ec’onomical and edncational points 
of view? The in<Teased expenditure under the head ** Police ** is due 
to the demands for the equipment of tbe force, to better, more adequate 
and comfortable housing, b’ the proposal for strengthening the striking 
strength of the Police by new appointments, to house the married officers 
aud sergeants, etc. Thus, the esttoate under the head Police *’ cornea 
to Hs. 1,88,87,000 out of a total revenue of Rs. 11,10,62,000. 

A budget reflects something thore than the mere financial condition 
of a Government. It gives the public an insight into the real character 
of the administration. The real and fundamental policy of the Govern- 
meat; its aims and objecU in its true light, its concern for the welfare 
ol the people all find a clear and latthlul expression in the figures ot 
the Budget, * * 
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Oti» k an agricaltaral conntiy, ai^ the peojila wlio aie liallf tlia 
tmckbone of tha country cannot be contented unlees some material im* 
provement is done to them. 

It is admitted on all hands that the political situation in the country 
is very serious and that constructive statesmanship demands that at 
this critical moment the dovefnment should show greater a^iety to 
placate the people. 

The present discontent Ih the country, apart from its political sense, 
which is the legitimate and natural outcome of our contact with western 
institutions, is to a very great extent due to the poverty of the middle 
classes which has reached |pch gigantic proportions as ( ai^ncit but prove 
a real source of danger to the State, 

With refined notions of living, increased by contact with western 
ideals, but with no money to invest in agriculture, trade or industry, 
ofir middle classes sometimes find themselves destitute of the means of 
procuring even the bare necessaries of life. If this feeling of depression 
finds occasional vent in fanatical crimes, true statesmanship should try 
to cope with the situation by making every endeavour to remove the 
ilistress first, and such stray cases t an never be ( onsidered as anything 
of an anarchical movement in the country. 

History has proved that repression has never proved Huc<‘essful in 
removing the spirit of discontent amongst the people in any part of the 
world. 

With these few words, Sir, I <‘onclude my humble observations on 
the Budget. 

Thf Maharaja SHASHI KANTA ACHARdYA CHAUDHURI, of 
Muhtagaohai Myniansillgh: The present Budget reveals the unsound 
character our provincial finance. In whatever muuner the Budget 
may lie Iwlunced, the unpleasant fact has to he taced that our normal 
annual receipt falls short of our annual normal ex[>enditure. 

It is hardly any use trying to tinker with such a Budget. We 
might effect reductions under some heads, and ensure larger piovi- 
aioti for more useful expenditure under other heads; but the improve- 
luent so effeci^d would not l)e apprerdable, having regard to the expand- 
ing needs of tbe'^r^vince. The on?>' true remedy for this deplorable 
situation is undoubtedly a generous revision of the Meston settlement. 
A good deal is said every year in thi^ Council on this question; and it 
is gratifying to find that opinion in this House is unanimous about 
the iniquity of^he Meston settlement and the urgency of its revision. 

TIm aettlement may be revised as a sequel to any action which the 
Government of India may take on the Taxation Enquiry Committee's 
report. If thts’;ddes not happen, then certafnly there will be an,oo- 
oasion for it when ihf nexi Statutoiy^ Commiseion conies. In any ease. 
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* r«T|B^ of the Vestoa settienioiit h Ukoly to bo offoetod doriag tbo 
iifo»tB|w of ibe preoent Council. 

I |b|d that wbilo winding up tke Badge! loit year, tbe Hon*blo 
Mr. Boiiald stated that the position about the Meston award was more 
faTounddf because of the report of the Taigtion Enquiry Committee, 
in whidk among ^>ther things a proposal walF made for the diirision of 
the inepme-tax revenue between the Central and Provincial Cbvim- 
inents. But the speeoh of Sir Basil Blackett in the legislative 
Assembly last autumn held out no dehnite hope of anything being 
done on that re<*ommendation, or of any revision of tbe present s^^stem 
of federal finance in the near future. Our fight muit all the same be 
continued. In a recent interpellation I enquired whether Government 
would give this House an opportunity to disc'uss the recommendations 
of the Taxation Kn({uirv Committee liefore formulating their own 
opinion for transmission to the (fovernmeiit of India. 1 must say that 
the reply which the Hon’ble Mr. Donald gave to that question has 
disappointed me. He pointed out the obvious fact that any non- 
ofiicial member could bring forward any resolution on the subjert 
under our existing rules. My intention, however, in putting the 
question was to ascertain whether (fovernmeiit themselves were pre^ 
pared tc» allot a day definitely bn the discussion of this important 
matter, so as to have the supfMirt of the entire House for any proposal 
they might forward to the Government of India on the vital questions 
involved. 

However, Sir, I do hope the Hf>n^hle MemlH*r in charge will 
senously con8i<ler us to whether it would not lie advantageous at least 
to set up a Standing rommittee of officials and non-officials, represent, 
ing different groups in this House, for the express purpose of taking 
all necessary action in connection with the revision of the Meston 
settlement. My anxiety is to see the closest contact established 
between Government and the non-official members in this matter, 
which alone can make our efforts successful. 

Before resuming my seat,^! wouhl like to say a word alamt the 
reiiiisstou of our annual c<fittnhution of Hs. fkl lakhs to the Ciovern- 
meiit of India. When the reniis|ion was made, for the sec'ond time 
in 1925, a recommendation was attached to it by (he Assembly, in 
concurrence with the Government of India, that a subatantial propor- 
tion of tbe amount remitted should lie devoted to the 4 ise of the trans* 
ferred departments. I would like to inquire as to hqjs’ far this con- 
dition has been caried out. The Hon^ble Member in hii Budget 
speech has .'given us an idea as to what progrewC has been mada ip 
the expenditure on transfermd ^departmenta sinee 1920 p 2I. But B 
woald be iuterestiiqi \now tfle extent of this progress since 1925, 
in view of the condition referred to by me* 

i 
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In conclusion, Sir, 1 desire to tlmok Oovernmeni for tlie provision 
they have made for the sewage scheme and the Hodem Hall in con- 
nection with the Dacca University. 

Klmi iliiHl Miiiliri ABDUf MTTAIIl Before proceeding to dis* 
cuss the Budget, I have got only a word to say regmding the mo^ of 
presenting it. Of eourae, I am new to this Council, and I do not 
know whether other members have felt the difficulty as wdl. The 
Budget of the Govmment, with an income and eipenditure of 
Hi. 11 erores, was presented on last Monday afternoon, and we were 
given only a few days to read through these voluminous books, and 
we have got only two days— only a few hours — to diacuss it— of 
course, with a time»limit prescribed by the President of 10 to 15 
minutes. I fail to understand the reason of presmiting the Budget 
in this way. What can the poor people make out of the Budget? 
’What suggestions can we make ? Does the Government really intend 
that those peo|)le who have come here should study the Budget and 
make suggestions — suitable and proper suggestions — for the acceptance 
of the Government; or does the Government mean to make a show of 
it? That is what apfiears to me. If it is really to he of any use, 
we should have much longer time to discuss the Budget in a small 
Comnyttee of ours consisting of officials and non-officials and then 
should make suggestions. These are, of course, my suggestions. If 
there are other members who feel as I do I believe they would 
supiwrt me. 

Hecondly, with regard to the Budget. 1 trie<l to read it with what- 
ever intelligeiK'e I have got, and for these two or three days I tried 
to get the help of some of my officejh. and what I find is that the 
Budget consists of a large iiumWr (d figures, with regard to some of 
which 1 had to take the help of some of my student friends. But 
the Budget of a Government like this, having so many millions of 
people under its charge, and of a Government res{Hnisihle like this, 
should not he in figuies alone, hut should have a jwlicy underlying 
these figures. I tried to read it through and through, in order to 
find if there was a prinriple underlying it. 1 failed la notice it. I 
found figures on this side of it, figures on the other side, and figures 
all found'- 4 was liefooleil by figures. That is not the way in which 
we should the Budget. After so many years of British rule, 
does it stand to our ereilit that not even 8 per cent, of our popula- 
tion can read or write? Is it to our credit that when we go to the 
villages we fiml village after village it practically being devastated 
by malaria, kala-asar, and all places where water for drinking purposee 
existed are filled up with water-hyacinth? ’IJhe |>eople are d3ring for 
want of drinling wa^r'^what^to speah ol reading or wniing. Th^ 
have no gti0d;foads— they have to^wade through knee-deep of mud 
hud water. We ahould have a policy in a Budget in order to remove 
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the«e iiMds. 1 do not mean that theee can be remored by 

eleetriciH' ^ or a magic wand. You abould be^n with a policy for 
«T«ry d^fMrtment, ao that the people may feel that ioiiieth|iig ta being 
done, (^'reading through the Budget I find that in regaid to rartout 
fiepartafnta^ r.gv, Education^ Foreat, Agricetinre, Induatriea, etc.* 
proviaion tmly haa been made for the ealai ie# of high otficialu and eatab* 
iiahnienta, proviaion for big houses - proviaion for brick* and mortar 
m to speak. Here to-<layiI put a question to my friend the Hon'ble 
Minister as to what was the policy about the provincialisation of 
schools, and he could not toll me what it is. ttur ]>eople are very 
backward; so backwaid that they cannot maintain a high school. These 
departments whether you call them Departments of Education* Public 
Health, Industries, or Agri<‘ulttire, are only high sounding names to 
us, Iwit ahat lienefit do the i)eople in the villages derive fr<»m them? 
And what have they <loiie to the industries you talk off? I myself 
can give you an instame. In iny own village there was a pa|w indus- 
try. Some of my friends who had been to Chittagong will bear me 
out that there are still papers in which the re<‘ords are preserved* and 
there was a gcMnl industry for maiiufucturiiig that sort of pa])er. Now 
that industry is gone and the people are suffering. Formerly«rpai»jkl« 
uscnI to take salt water fnmi the sea ami prepare siflt for their own 
consumption. Now they have to get salt from l 4 ver]M>ol. This is tlie 
sort of development that we have got. And you have got n Depart- 
ment of Industries. We must tell the Government that this is m»t 
the way to go on. These much vaunted departments will not satisfy 
the i)eople. Another thing i> that you complain, and rightly f'oui- 
plain* that there* is disaffwdioii and difU'oiitent in the land. Why, for 
the simple reason, that here the j>eople live in 4-storeyed houses* and 
you have not only got ele<’tric fans for your own iise, Imt for the 
nurses also you make liberal and generous provision for electric instal- 
lation in their quarters. You should make pmvisioti for the people 
in the villages who have to live in hovels and huts and who have not 
got money enough to buy half-a-seci of rice to fill their stomachs. 1 
think that some of our high Govgriiinent officials should go and visit 
our villages during the rains and should see how they can go about 
through mud and water, sci that the^' iiiighi f*<*e the contrast. That 
is why the i>eople say: Why should we la» treateil in this shabby way? 
That is the reason why there is discontent in the land. You cannot 
'administer by providing for bricks and ni|»rtar, but you have to look 
to the real needs of the people. You will have to give them sulffctent 
e<lacatio» and also to pnovide employment, so that they can keep their 
body and soul * together. Ibexe is discontent throni^ -''not only 
among ibe masses but alto ^ong jgpnr own officers. I may tell you 
that yon stand on a preetpitous took. Many of you genttemen ^Id 
high-sakrted poets-— 
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Mn PftEIIDilfTt r tm afraid, ym are addreittiig tlie membcri 
of the Hooee; yon ahodldoiddreM year remaika to Bie« 

KJIm Miib Mwtvi ABDUt MTTARl liaay ol tkeee hii^ 
salaried men sit at the top, but their underliogi wbo do Gie apade 
work have to live on 30 W 40 rupees a month. Tbaf is 4he reason 
why there is disccmtent in all the departments. It is the lower por- 
tion of the staff which bear the brunt of the whcde thing, but they 
cannot make their both ends meet. They cdnnot live from day to 
day. There is discontent there. So there is another difficulty for 
this Government. There is discontent outside and4here is discontent 
inside, and you do not try to remedy it. The position is this: Our 
Government, as has been rightly stated, has becM>me top-heavy and 
rests on weak foundations. What is the basis of Government F Gov- 
ernment does not rest on high-paid officers, but it rests on the content- 
ment of the masses. If the people under their charge die away 
through want or are carried away in thousands by fell diseases, you 
will only reign over barren tracts and deserts; and not only that, if 
they ffud that their discontent knows no bound, what will happen? 
Wa inay make speeches in the Council, but what will the pe(^]e do? 
They take to suicidal measures and go before machine-guns and 
kill themselves, leaving you to reign over deserts. You must change 
the entire policy affecting eveiry department, so that people may feel 
that they are not being neglected. 

We have another difficulty in the mufassal. Here in the Council 
we meet officials who talk to us and treat us kindly. But in the villages 
some of the District Officers some Burra Sahibs — <lo not show any 
sympathy at all. The unsympathetic treatment of those officers in 
the mufassal breetls discontent also. The whole imlicy has got to b* 
recast and then, not before that, people will feel sympathy and love 
for you. Before that you cannot complain if there is discontent. 

Now, with regard to sjiecial heads. With regard to “ Land 
Kevenue ” I find that a lot of money has been earmarked for survey 
Operations. The amount is Bs. 58 lakhs, and out of that Hs. 22 
lakhs have been reserved for survey** operations. We have got an 
allotment 1^. 25,000 for an aeroplane survey of the reserved forests. 
In the Chittngliiliir district we have three permanent allotments 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit had to resume 
his scat.) , 

Baku SACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYALs I congratulate the 
Hon^bla tlM9 Finance Member for his lUcid statement in presenting the 
Budget for 1927-23. To us it ts some relief as we are not going to 
have a deficit yea^ yet. We’ look in vain for any policy for the ml 
welfare of the people bt^for the development of nation building depart- 
ments.. 



BtyBOET DI«:mS8I0K » 

fwittt tli« Bvdg^ cttunfttiwi lluit 1WS Imv# tlur#9 CMriiMStMl 
sonnW.of revenue, (1) Lwid r«veiii», (2) Exeiw, M <8) Stamp. 

«nre«iie depends on dnnk and nam>tie habits, wid thr 
Sfilw revenue depends npon onr habit of HtiiraHon. The Hon'bk 
the FSiance Member has hoped that increased leceipts from liqnort 
and opjulh should continue and has Wn optimistic enou|rh to hope 
for sotiie improvement ” in Stamp revenne. May I ask, is it desirable 
that our revenues should increase by cultivating the habit of intemper- 
ance of the people, or Aould the evil of litigation, which fritters away 
poor people's money and energies, he encouraged? Although Excise 
and Stamp revenues have been characterised as the main sources of 
inct»me of Government, we iiiust not loose sight of the fact that these 
are undesirable sources, and it is the duty of Govertiinent to check and 
i-ontrol these sounes for the benefit of society. 

Turning now to the expenditure side, I first take up the Police 
grant. The increased expenditure under ‘‘Police" is due to the 
equipment of the fone, to better and more adec(Uate housing aci*om* 
mculation, to a pmposal for strengthening the ** striking strength of 
the Calcutta Police Force by the creation of an additional Company 
of Armed Police, etc." Sir. any increase of grants under the ltt*d ^ 
" Polic‘e " has always l>een viewed with disfavnue. Beveciimliy iqMm 
I am against ruthless c'utting down of exi>eiiditure of the Police Depart- 
ment to the detriment of efficienc y, but I would desire to point out to the 
Hon 'hie Member to effect reasonable retrenchment in this department 
in order to feed the starving nation-building departments. To my dis- 
appointment I do not find any s<*heiiie c»f improving the status of ill- 
paid Indian c»fh< ci>; there is n<i scheiiic for recruitment of literate c*on- 
stables. In the matter of building nct^onimodation, I am sorry to find 
that the c laims of the liengal Police have been neglected in comparison 
with their fellow colleagues in tlie Calcutta Police, and that there is 
some iuc*ial disc rimination even in this building programme. The 
Inspecuos and Sub* Inspectors of Police ivho i*ome of lespectable 
families, and are better educ*atecl than the sergeants, have quarters 
worse than those allotted to these sergeants. 

We are very thankful to ^lovemineni for making a provision of 
Rs. 2,70,fKK) for improving ftie pay of " trained and untrained teachers 
in aided primary. schools and mnk^hs ", and also for providing a sum 
t»r Ra. l,^,0(K) " for the imJ>rovement o{ pay and prospects of teachers^ 
of non-Government secondary schools ", who are a very poor class, 
having no additional income like many other oIBcers of Government 
whose pay has been increased to a very large extent " following largely 
)n economic ecmditions 1 dm 'also glad to find protiaiipn. for the 
education ol backward communities. 1 am sorry to fiiKl*^thmi no pro- 
dsion has been made for the world renowned Bose Reeearcb Institute 
}i Calcutta, Bangiya sAitya I^nsbad; and the |ipor grant allotted 
o the Tarendra Research S^ieiy of Rajshahl haf been reduced. Aa 
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1 go throuirli the expenditure in connect!^ with i||| iiedical Depart- 
ment, I am ^i^ad to see that the achemes m Jalpalgu^ and Chittagoim 
Medical School# have been approved. Bat 1 fii^ with great pain 
<3iovernment have not diacoutinned the practice of levyinfr a fee on in- 
dm>r patient# of hoapitala. I would auggeet to the Hon*ble the finance 
Member to al)oli#h this fee. I would also like to point out that, in 
view of the fact that a grant has been allotted to the Eden Sonitorium, 
provision ought to have l)een made for the Lewin Jubilee, Sanitorium 
which is the only shelter of middle class people in the health resort 
of Darjeeling. 


I should also like to make a few olwervations regarding the gmnt 
•allotted to the Public Health Department. It simply takes my breath 
nway when I find that only a sum of Rs. 80,00(1 has been provided for 
■“ intensive malarial measures in rural areas ”, a paltry sum oi 
Bs. 00, (KK) allotted for maternity and ebild-welfare organisation, while 
a sum of Rs. 00, (KM) has been provided for the bungalow of the District 
Magistrate of Pabna ! And the wonder of wonders is that the magni- 
ficent sum of Rs. 2,50,0(M) ba.s been provided ” to local bodfttfS fa^ 
impraveiueui of rural water-supply Sir, those wh# live in the 
mufassal know whirt Wffter-funiine means. Go to any village in m> 
district (Rajshahi) you like and you will find that our women-folk are 
seen drawing water under the burning sun from a distance of 4 or 5 
miles and even more. In the programme of water-works the omission 
of the IloiPhle the Finance MemW for providing an adequate grant 
for Rajshahi Water-Works <aiinot he accounted for, sj>ecially when 
large donations have been prcmiised for this urgent ]y-nee<led project. 
I would also like to point out that for a populous pnn ince like RengaT. 
Rs. 1,20,000 for (juinine distribution, Rs. 1,90,000 for anti-kaln-azai 
campaign, Rs. 28, (KK) for epidemics are considered ns mere doles. 


Coming to my own district, I am sorry I do not find any provision 
for the Agri<*uUural College for which a large legacy ha# been left by 
the late Kumar IluNanta Kumar Ray of Dighapatin. Bengal is an 
agricultural country. Is it not my duty to^ ask Go\’eniment to establish 
a well-«M]uipped Agricultural (College in tLis"^ pix>vinceP Kala-asar is 
a fomidahle meHMiii to the district. T^ie silting up of the Baral rivet 
at it# mouth near Sardah and the silting up of the Narad have pre- 
judicially affecte<l the sanitation of a large portion of the districts of 
Rajshahi and Pabna. In a Budget which makes liberal provision foi 
so many public works of that nature, the ahovementioned omissions 
regrettable. ^ ^ 

In conclusion, T would urge upon the Hon’hle the Finance Member 
to deal with oui needs' with ^ real and ^arge-hemrted sympathy. The 
hot season is fast approaching, and there will be anguish from all 
.corners of the provinc# for water. The {uenace of water-livmcinth is 
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eKdPNr ^ our water* and water route*. Va*8 education u not pm* 
gref^g, dteeam ipt^econo A distrees are euekiag the vitalitjr ol the 
1 hope Qoeiirninent" will not lend a deaf ear to the ertea of 
p9|plir repreaentatiTc* and will make substantial efforts to alleyiate 
the of the people. 

Uni ^^^ADUNATH MAZUMOAR RlthMtairs The Ooveriuiient of 
llciigal Ixith ill the regerve*! as well an the transferred departments has 
not fared welj^Ot the hands of the higher authorities: 1 mean the Centra! 
Ooverniuent and the Se<ietury of State. The urraiigenieni by 
which ail elastic ri|!feii.ues — I mean from Customs duty and Income- 
tax — were appropriated for (he Ontral Government atnl llengal was 
left to rely on the inelastic land revenue to provide for her everin- 
creasiiig needs, was not at all u satisl^ictory one. And all the protests — 
the c<»ml)ined protests of both the transferred as well as the reserved 
department?* — had no effect whatsoever on the liiHH»rial Government 
and^he Secretary c*f State. Sir, we are in the same miseralile condi- 
tion as when these Ref<»nns were started, although a little nieri'y was 
ahuwn^ this province hy the remission of the provincial contribution of 
l^s. (»d lakhs hy ^hc Imperial Govemtucitt^ There is al)soitttaJy « 
hope, however, of l)etter finun<e till the aririvhl of the next Royal 
Statutory ('tnnmisvsion. In the meantime we must he prepared to ciu 
our coat aiccording to our cloth. Mtuiey is nec'essary, I lielieve, all 
round for all alepartmeuts, he they transferred or reserved. You 
rtH|uire money for Agriculture, Industry, Education, as well as for 
Police and <ither l)e[»artmeii(s. There is discontent among various 
otiifej>» thal they are not lieing properly paid — discontent in the Suh- 
orffinate Kdu(*utional an<l Executive Services, dimmtent in the Judicial 
Service, discontent everywhere. Discontent, however, shows life. 
Now, Sir, if we want money we must show where and how to find it. 
It will not do simply to say that we want this or we want thut, but 
we must show to (hivernment — Isith transferred and reserved depurt- 
ment.s — as to where to get Jlhe nmiiey from. I want to make fiome 
suggestions in this connection. 1 want nolauly to ai*i‘ept them all at 
once, hut I would re(iues| t^e Governmenl to consider them. Take, 
for instance. Sir, the land revenue. The land revenue in this pro- 
vince is not elastic on account# of the iiermanent setilement. The 
xamindars and Other landholders with peniianent interest all over the 
province arc almost in eoiudhnt ' ^read lest the fiermanent settlement 
might !>e wrecked hy the present or any future Council. But if the 
Bl#5li|ic^nie of these landlords he considered, then we shall find the 
landipyit are not in (hat prosperpas condition in which, the people 
irenel^ly ihink them to he. And I cai^ daresay, if statistics be taken, 
it will be found that J^oo muej exaggera|joii is ^ regards the 

net incoine and unearned increment of the landlords. 8tt|t||0se, Bir^ 
the landlord of this country are enjoying the adviratages, which, I 

4 
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•ay, they are nat, ai» I aaid before Mr. Montagu as wdl as Lord 
Chelmsford. What is to be done then? I told them ** Acquire all 
these pennanent interests, give the owners 20 years’ purchase in Gov- 
ernment papers, and all the ramindars of Bengal will be quite satiSd^. 
Purchase all permanent interests and then by practising what we call 
intensive cultivation you may increase the income of Bengal*hundred> 
fold as is done in America and other European countries.” Thai can 
be done, but instead of doing all this, what is the use of disturbing 
the relation between landlords and tenants.^ Psay this purchase may 
be made one source of income. 

There is another source of income. There are splendid rivers all 
over Bengal, most of which are dying or already dead, and if steps 
are taken to canalise them, much income can be made out of them. 

Then there is another source. There is a vast area of what is called 
uncultivated Jnnd at present in Bengal. Anyone who does not know 
anything of the extent of the uncultivated land cannot but be surprised 
that such a large area of land should still remain uncultivated. Why 
should not Government acquire all this land and make it khm-mahal 
and increase its income hy practising intensive cultivation? Then there 
are other potential sources of iiK'ome. I ( uimot understand why should 
not the Bengal Government have their own suit manufactory. Bengal 
was noted for salt maniifa<dure, and we have abundant salt all very 
close to our doors. If Bengal gets a salt manufactory again we could 
make some income out of it also. There are many other possible 
sources of income, but I believe noluuly bus given any serious attention 
to these mutters and they have l>een allowed to drift with- 
out any definite jMdicy as to how to prweed. Every 
country, or rather the proHfjerity of every country depends upon the 
regulation of its water. Bengal has abundant water, although the 
rainfall has decreased on account of the deforestation that was ruth- 
lessly going on for some years. But still there are splendid rivers, and 
if one hwks hack only a few years before the British rule he will find 
that all the foi-eign travellers like Bowrey Tavernier^ Bernier, the 
Venetian (Vsar Federici and Megasthenes declared that Bengal woe 
the fairest province in India. Taverpier could not find any other 
country like Bengal in which all sorts of commodities could be found. 
At that time Biligal had an abundant production of sugar, silk and 
cotton, and after meeting her own ]*equirem6nts Bengal used to export 
these articles to foreign countries in large quantities. So boney, 
butter, milk, rice, oils and lacca — all these articles were produced in 
plenty. The villages were populated, rivers were full and theiw ware 
signs of prosperity in all directions, and whosoever travelled in the 
country was struck with its health, plenty and resourcefulness, l^gal 
has not now ^ si^cient milk even for her own drink. Even in n 
mufassal distriei like desspre milk sells at aimas 12 • seer which few 
can afford to buy. 1%ere is no pasture land now, and 1 believe therd 
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liAs A serious deterioratimi of cattle in Bengal. Bengalis are 
a fiiipiUting people, and all over India they are called by the name of 
fish-lilkrB. Fish is a very nutritious food and many people say that 
the in^lligence of Bengal is due to the fish-eating habit. We have 
got a Fishery Department and I remember years ago, a friend of mine 
was aj^inied Commissioner of Fisheries — but where is the fish? The 
rivers are all gone and fish cannot gro# on ^and! I have been 
crying now for the lyt 39 years for the improvement of rivers in 
Jessore and Nadia and other districts, but my cry has been a cry in 
the wilderness. I began at the time of Sir Stuart Bayley but have 
not been able to do anything — and why? Because the policy of Gov- 
ernment has been all along to make roads and railways. Government 
forgets that in Bengal rivers are the natural high-ways. Rivers also 
supply good drinking water; rivers give us easy communications; 
rivers fertilise our soil and rivers by their fioods dsiilroy epidemic 
diseases by fiushing the country. But these rivers have been 
systematically neglected not only in the district of Jessore but all over 
the province — in the Presidency, Burdwan, Chittagong, Rajshahi and 
Dacca Divisions. I have taken a good deal of trouble in investigating 
into the causes of deterioration of rivers not only in the Presidency 
Division but also in other divisions, and I am convinced that, if timely 
notice is not taken, all those rivers which are still alive would l>e silted 
up in no time. The other day 1 w'lote a letter to the Secretary to the 
Irrigation Department nayiiig that the river Icchumati, which was 
still a live river, wa» likely to In* in danger on account of the silt bar 
at its mouth. But I have l>een told that Government is watching it. 
They will watch and watch until the mouth will be closed and the 
river dead, f would therefore suggest that for each division there 
should be a River Improvement 7Vust just as we have got the Port 
Commissioners Trust and the Calcutta Improvement Trust and unless 
we have got such Trusts the rivers would be left to the mercy of my 
esteemed friend Mr. Addains-Williams who, I believe, is the only 
person now^ who knows an^i.hing about rivers. We have no hope for 
the future of Bengal w’hich was once a prosperous country unless our 
rivers are revived. Our fjre^thers knew that even spiritual vision 
could not be attained unless one had got material prosperity and the 
Hindus are made to pray “ 


Upon the regulation of water, 1 say again, depends the 
material prosperity of every country. I have studied the river systems 
of France,; Germany, America, Japan, and Egypt and wherever 1 
tuns my eyes 1 find that without water you cajmot do anything. 
Water is the great aoludon of lAl problems, health, wealth— indttiliy, 
agriculture and commerce— and education. Nothing could be attained 
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without water. Water, water, water, b the cry everywhere- Dig and 
dig, that is the cry of every Bengali. 

(At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.) 

[After the adjournment.] 

MahirtJ Kumar IRIS 0HANDRA NANDY: This is the last Budget 
estimate that has l)een presented to this Council by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald and it is mu( h to be regretted that he has not been able 
to present a prosperity Budget. We can well sympathise with him for 
the reasons which have (contributed to the deficit. The general depres- 
sion in trade, which is unfortunately the outstanding featui'e in the 
present situation, and the fall in the price of jute have exercised a 
depressing influence ufMin the revenue. This, it may well be said, is 
an index of the e(‘onoinic (‘ondition of the |)eople at the present time, 
when they are so hard hit by a variety of adverse circumstances. The 
dark shadow, which is instinct with such sinister signific'auce, (;annot 
but be regarded with serious misgivings. Kvidently the causes which 
have brought aluiut the eccoiioniic deterioration in the condition of the 
people have come to stay and it is a matter, which gives jHiin to all who 
have the Ixvst interests of the country at heart. However the Hon’ble 
Finance Member deserves our congratulations on the improvement that 
has hecMi effec ted in the financial position of the province during his 
term of office. Progress has l>een made in lightening the burden of 
provincial contribution that sat like a nightmare upon Bengal. The 
partial relief that has l>een secured by the remission is, of (‘ourse, 
teiiifKiraiy and we join with the Finance Member in the hojH* he has 
exfuesseci that the relief might l»e jH»rmanent in reality. A great deal 
remains to lie clone for extending the usefulness of the transferred 
de[)artments, in whic h the i>eople are so vitally interested. We would 
like to see a real and substantial advance in education, public health, 
agriculture, industiies and other cN»gnate matters. But this will 
remain as a mere pious liojie, so long as the finances are uc^t placH*d on 
a satisfaetory basis. 

There is one important iwint to wniiL I desire to call attention. 
It is not a milR .sound prcnecluie to make the exj)enditure tally with 
the income by an inmad into tie balanc*es. The arrangement is 
open to exception, for however eonvenient it may be on paper, 
inherently it is altogether unsound. 

I must raise a note of protest against the inability of the Govern- 
ment to spend the budgeted amount on sc^hemes of public utility. I 
cannot uiiderstnud why the Irrigation Department has ijol «pent as 
much as was anticipated, especially in connection with the draiiiage 
•cdiemes. The k^hemes for dealing itrith the water-hyacinth, which so 
•erioutdy threatens the river system of Bengal and the district public 
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heai^ organisation which doea not brook delay in view of the apimlling' 
condflions rampant in the mufaasal^ have not advanced towarclN mih 
cesatiil realisation. I take this opportunity to impress on the (k>vern- 
ment the necessity of pushing forward drainage schemes, so that the 
health conditions may be improved. The provision made for irrigation 
in the biftlget fails far short of the actual requirements. 1 am glad 
that provision has been made for the Improvement of the Gobm Nalu in 
Murshidabad. The delay in undertaking dredging operations in the 
Bhagiratbi causes us nilich concern and anxiety. 

Sir, Public Health again, .shows a lower estimate. I cannot under- 
stand what the Hoirble Meinlier means when he stiys ** that the 
demands on us for public health puiixises have Wen lesser in amount 
This is somewhat cryptic, regard being had t(» the stituigth of the plea 
put forward by the public for the improvement of health and (‘onditions 
of living. 

Turning to the Agriculture Department, I find that an adiiitional 
exp(»rt officer is to be ap|K»inted who will W km»wn as Agricnltuial 
Engineer. I think it is time that the (iovernment recognised that 
what is wanted more than anything else for the improvement of agri- 
culture is not so much the inqsirtation (»f exjHU’ts rejoicing in high- 
sounding designations as tlic carrying of the lessons of iinproveii scienti- 
fic and up-to-date (‘ultivatioii, including processes for intensive culti- 
vation, to the <loors of the agricultural classes, who are so far ladiind 
the times. A <i)injuehensjvc scheme of agricultural education is also 
an urgent and imiHuious nei'essity. At last provision has Wen miule 
for agricultural education in middle and high schools. But in order 
that su(di instruction may reach the sons of the actual tillers of the 
soil, it is nece.ssary that the juimary scluxds should also W utilized, so 
far as |K>s.sibIe, for the jmrposes of agrii^ultural training. It is sad 
to contemplate that Bengal is the only major province that has not 
been endowed with a full-fledged Agricultural Pollege. The failure of 
the ex|K»riments undertaken at Dai ca and (iiinsura does not necessarily 
mean that there is no demand in this province for live agricultural 
institutions. 

The progressive uugnieatafion of the grant during the next three 
yeais for the development of teibnicul and inilustriul education caills for 
a word of appreciation. But thAe is great najm fur increase in the 
uumWr of such institutions and the public will hail with satisfaction 
the establishment of jin intimate relation W*tween the Industries 
Department and the cause of the development of our indigenoua 
industries. When I think of the growing and acute problem of unem- 
{doyuleut among the bfnulralok ckases, I heartily desire that the 
departmeni might justify its raUon d'etre by making a Wgftifiing to 
cope with the evil by sren-thooght-out schemes With a practical and 
not theoretical bias. 
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With regard to Education, it ia somewhat satislactoiT to note that 
a further instalment of subTentions has been made towards imfHroving 
the remuneration of primary school teachers. But while something lias 
been done in this respect, a great deal still remains to be done for 
brightening up the position and prospects of those who have in their 
hands the training of our children at the very threshold of their educa- 
tional career and who are given miserable pittances on which it is hard- 
ly possible to keep body and soul together. Mr. Biss’s scheme lor the 
advance of primary education in Bengal has betn undertaken by very 
few mufassal municipalities for the paucity of funds at their disposal. 
True, the Government has agreed to bear half the cost of maintenance 
as well as capital charges. But even half the initial expenditure is 
too much for the j)oor municipalities and it will be in the fitness of 
things if the Government provides for the whole of the initial cost. 
The scanty provision for physical instruction in colleges and schools is 
far too small for the puri)ose considering the usually anaemic and 
debilitated coustitution of our hoys. It is incomprehensible why no 
provision whatsoever has been made for military training, sjwially in 
educational institutions outside Calcutta. 

Last year I expressed my disupjmintment that the Borstal system 
had not been introduced in our prisons. I heartily welcome, therefore, 
the move that has made in this resj>ect and the exi>t*riment that is 
to he introduced in the jail at Bankura for the reformation of youthful 
offenders into useful and honest citizens. 

Ah usual, the Police budget is inflated and it is even higher than 
the revised estimate for the current year. The plea has again been 
trotted out that l>etter and more ude(|uate housing conditions are 
ne(*essarv for the polifv force. This plea cannot go down with the 
public when they find that many projects connected with the nation- 
building departments are starved ami the |X)lice expenditure is allowed 
to mount forward with one pretext or another. I must protest with all 
the emphasis I can command against the proposal for financing the 
6Xi)endi(ure of the Calcutta police building from loan. 

Theie is a proposal to form a Central, Hoad Board for all India. I 
ask, wbat is the Iwal Government tloing to improve eommunicaiiona 
and make the suitable for transport in a pie-eminently agricul- 

tural province like Bengal. 

This year a sum of just over 1| lakhs of rupees arising from 
ferry revenue has been made over to the local authorities in response 
to the oft-rejMfated demand of the public. This, I need hardly say, will 
be greatly helpful to local bmlies, Ipindicapped as they are by their 
limited resources. 

Sir, 1 plead iii all earnestness for si genenh co-ordinated policy of 
rural development. The cry of the hour is for* village reeonstructMMi 
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aiulj^s haa been taken np with great enthusiasm by all classes and 
sectiliaiis of the community. An energetic policy of rural develop- 
meati planned wisely, endowed substantially and carried out con- 
sistanfly, will be a concession to public opinion. whi<‘h will lie much 
appl*edated. 

• 

I mu.st empha.Hi.se once again the i>eed of larger exiiendituie on 
co-operation, agriculture, public health, technological instructions and 
industrial development. The rwlic.v of giving hy drihlcts may la- sauc- 
tionetl hv usage of long standing. Hut in the exigencies of the pie- 
sent circumstances, it is of the highest iin{H>rlan<'e that suhslanlial 
grants, conceived in a spirit of broad-min.led statesmanship, sli.mhi he 
made to nation-building pur|a>.ses so as to produce a lasting impi-essinn 
nnd eniluriiifj: results. 


Mailivi MOHAMED SADEQUEs As a student of economics I had 
great faith in me that I understand something of economics and I can 
find out cannons of taxation. But, Sir, I have spent four long days 
to find out a systematic system of taxation or rather the cannons of 
taxation adopted by the Government of Bengal. I have Wn able to 
find out the vtof/mt operamh so far as the receipt side is concerned hut 
it is based not on any system or nieth(»d. You are at once confronted to 
find out a regular principle underlying the present system. It is very 
painful to say that after a careful study I have found out that it is the 
p<ior that are oppressed, it is the poor that are heavily taxed an<l it is the 
p<)or again who are given a little or no share of the public fund. It is the 
rich who are made to escape taxation, it is they who are deriving the 
palest atlvantage and are lieing profited by the public fund and it 
is they who are bvss oppi*essed. 

To begin with, your net land revenue is Rs. 3, 14,12,fK)0, and not 
more than some thousand rupees, you get from the area under Calcutta 
Cor|Joration. You realise jute cess to the extent of eleven lakhs and 
not a cwtrriV from Calcutta proper. From the sale of judicial stamp 
you earn Rs. 3,48,00,000 and how much from Calcutta Corporation area? 
But of these I shall disimss' later. 

This is pnihahly the most ini(|uitous impost levied hy the Govern- 
ment. I call it iniquitou8%eciiuse it distinguishes classes from classes, 
an offence against one of the m<^t fundamental cannon.s of taxation. 
You levy ad valorem court fees at the rate varying from Rs. 7-8 to 
Bs. 11-4 when the value of suit does not exceed Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 2,000» 
while for all suits of value higher than this amount the 
ad valorem court fee is charged at the gradually dec^reasing rate till 
yon reach the highest level of court fees for all sums exceeding Rs. It 
lakhs lor ^htch you have prescribed a fixed court fee of Rs. 10,000, 
the brunt of your taxation falls utK>ii the p€>orer classes who am 
loosi able to pay and yffu have Preserved your exenfption for the richesi 
c las s es . By taxing the poor at the hipest rale and by exempting the 
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rich you have departed from the most fundamental principle of tax- 
ation, that the taxation cdiould primarily fall up<Hi the shoulders oi 
those who can bear it best and the greater the wealth the higher should 
be the rate at which it ought to be taxed. Your iniquity does not 
end there. You have created a specially privileged class who litigate 
in the original side of the High Court. It is theee people far whom 
you have reserved all your considerations in the way of exempting them 
from paying their proper share of taxation to the exchequer. While 
a litigant from the mufassal has to pay Rs. 10,DQ0 as ad valorem court 
fee for a suit of the value *)f Rs. 11 lakhs and the same amount again 
if he cdiies on appeal to the High Court, your privileged class in 
Calcutta who litigate for the same value has to pay a fixed court fee 
of Rs. 15 at the filing and thereafter at the rate of Rs. 10 for every 
day of hearing. In the Calcutta Small Cause Courts also the same 
principle is applied. Your privileged classes are allowed to get justice 
by the highly paid Judges at the minimum expenses. Besides the pay 
of the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court in the Original Ride and the 
Judges of the Court of Small Causes you are to maiiitain the oftico of 
the Registrar at a cost of Rs. 4,82,0tK) a year and the Courts of Small 
Causes for ('ulcuttu cost you Rs. 2,rjl,(KMt a year. The proceeds of the 
sale of judicial stamps in these courts do not exceed one thousandth 
part of the revenue you realise from other parts of the province. 

I believe there is not a civilised country in the world which shows 
a more monstrous, more uncivilised instance than one you have nmin- 
tained in the Original Side of the High Court and appeals therefrom 
and also in the (-ourts of Small Causes in Calcutta, for the Isuiefit of 
the barristers, attorneys and litigants of the Original Ride. .\s a 
member representing several hundreds of thousands of p(M»r |)eople in 
the mufassal who are being bled-wide for it for the benefits of your*,, 
privileged classes in Calcutta I ask this House who has in its keeping 
the welfare of the millions throughout the entire rural Bengal to reject 
your whole demand under this head as a protest against your most 
iniquitous system of taxation. 

Another fiugrant instance in which the country is being deliberately 
sacrificed for Calcutta is the large amount of money under one excuse 
or another being s})etit annually from Che taxation provided almost 
exclusively by t^e lounfry for the embellishment of the city. The 
Improvement Trust is a eo-ordinatiiid‘ authority of the CorjMjration for 
improving the sanitary toiidition and jesthetic beauty of the city, 
Thia year Rs. 1,50,000 have been budgeted for Calcutta Improvement 
Trust. The funds for its operations are mainly derived from the 
terminus tax and jute cess, Inith of which come from the reeoarces of 
the country. It is a matter of great wonder that the civilised govern* 
ment of the 20th century shoeld tax the jute-growers of Bengal, who 
live in the swamps «of Easteiti Benga? wrecking with malaria, kala* 
miar and every him of epidemic, underfed, underclothed, scarcely abla 
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to fliilil a glass of pure drinking water within 20 miles of their eottage^ 
to re^ palaces in Calcuttrf and to pave the streets of the city with, duit*^ 
prool^^taKmacadam. Within the city itself there are broad spacioua 
highways running in every direction through the maiden and along 
the Strand which are maintained by the Public Works Department 
at an enormous cost. A new race-course on an imperial scale has Wir 
opened at Barrackpore and gamblers, puntei^, bookies, iotalisers hurry 
from all quarters of the city to the pleasure gn>unds at Barrackpore 
several times each weA. To save this most useful fraternity fronoi 
jolting on the road, you ai-e providing a smooth road surface with tar for 
the motor cars right through the whole length of the Trunk Bond lying 
entirely within the Corp<»iation that run to Barrackpore race-course.. 
liOtely you have begun the policy of throwing up several bridges at 
various points on the Ho<»ghIy and on other khals and you have either 
taken money fi-om the proviiM‘ial fund or pro|M>se to take several lakha 
this year and propose a levy of permanent murring charge ui>oii them 
to the extent of several lakhs each year. While you oie thus thrfjwiug 
away millions of poor man’s money and lavishing them upon the lich 
citizens, if we come to yoii for a small dole for improvement of roada< 
and sanitation of the villages or to provide a modest supply of drinking 
water or hospitals you are always raising liefore us the Imbhy of Mestoik 
Award. You have provided in this budget several lakhs for roads and 
bridges an<l water-supply for the district of Darjeeling, for the sub- 
division of Kalimp<»ng for the benefit of a handful of Europeans^ 
thotigh you do n<»t derive irjore than some thousand rupees fnmi that 
district as revenue under nil heads. For Duars you have budgeted 
alwmt Hs. 2() lakhs for roads and bridges for the Iwnefit of some privi- 
legff'd classes. You have pr<»vided alamt Rs. 12 lakhs Un other con^ 
structions in f)la(‘e> within cjr near about (’ab*ut(ii, while the other parti 
of Bengal are groaning under .systematic attacks of malaria, kabi-aoar 
and other fell diseases, J)»i you mean t<» say the other parts of Bengal^ 
which fill in your exche«juer mpiire no money, do not require roada 
or bridges District Boards are not supplied with udiH|unfe fund* — 
no other fund is there available, for the poor re<|uire nothing of the* 
kind, their lives are no better or rather worse than that of the cats and 
dogs of privileged classes ok (Wlrutta. 

Y'ou have costly hospitals in ('alcutta. You are spiuiding several 
lakhs for Calcutta hut a mufassal patient k supplied wdth medicine* 
worth about a pie on the n\'erage. Calcutta a}m»rbing almost all the 
amount budgeted under this head end only a paltry aum of aome 
thousand rupees are given to District Boards as hospital aidi. A 
vitlage patient while dying perhaps fings in praise of Bengal Govern- 
ment in the- following way : — 

“ More cruelty could none expect, 

If you had ahown me tiiejeoa, 

Had been you prisoner atill/' 
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Aipiculture a department kept up for show; from the careful 
aiudy^of the budget one 8nde that not one-fourth of the cost of the main- 
aenanoe of the department is utilised for the purpose for which the 
highly paid officials are kept. Agriculture is a department which 
provides no culture for the agriculturists. No seed, no manure, no 
■advice, no method of cultivation can be had from this department. 

Sub-deputy collectors and deputy collectors employed in settlement 
•operation discharge the same duties, are placed in the same environ- 
ment, are to incur same amount of expenditui% and have to undergo 
same amount of hardship— if not more — for lower in degree the more 
the terror of loosing the job and the harder the task, bnt the allowance 
of a deputy collector is Rs. 100 a month and that of a sub-deputy 
oolleclor is Rs. 50. Bub-deputy collectors employed as circle officers 
are given a fixed travelling allowance for the supeiTision of union 
boards’ works but all sorts of works — enquiry' under Bengal Tenancy 
Act, Probate and Administration Act and judicial enquiry — are Wing 
tlone by them and for these extra works and trouble and travel they 
•are not paid a farthing more. This is how Govrenment is administering 
•even-handed justice to all its (tfficials and subjects. An artificial dis- 
1;inction has been created in the Bengal Civil Service. 

The expenses of the Calcutta Police is and necessarily must be out 
'of all proportion to the exi>ens<*s in the rest of the country. In England, 
municipal police is paid by the municipal authorities. In rural Bengal 
'©ven the |MK)r house-holder has to pay heavy impost in the fonn of 
^chaukidari cess. There is no reason why the Calcutta Corpomtion, 
with its diverse need for traffic regulation, vehicle department and so 
forth should not he called u|K)n to pay at least half the cost of the 
Calcutta Police. At Palma, after the riots, you have called upon the 
inhabitants of (he affected area to hear the entire expenses of the 
punitive police, hut in Cah uttn justification for the levy was much 
greater and tlie entire |M)pulation in some area carried u systematic 
■ciimpaign of murder, assassination, looting, incendiarism. The cost of 
the additional jKilice has never h<*en sought to he imposed upon these 
■areas; on the contrary, you are trying to shift the burden of additional 
police in Calcutta upon the provincial exchequer, i.e., you are penal- 
isiiig the poor agriculturists of the province for the crimes of Calcutta. 
The Calcutta Msk^e is manned except to a small extent by the non- 
Huelims. Corruption, favouritism ai-e the order of the day. Large 
traffic in co<*nine and gambling is being carried on under the patron- 
and in partnership of some poliiH? officers. Non-matric, untried 
men, men found incompetent, men suspended, degraded, adjudged as 
■perjurers are being promoted without intermission while the qualified 
Muslims are pushed back peihaps through the black pen" of a uou- 
HusHm in confidential pages. * 

Your Educatfen budget presents a disappoiAmg view to the Muslim. 
'You epend only Rs. ,15} lakhs tor Muslim boys and Rs. 65 lahks for 
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iioilP||[tuliiii boys, in tbe secondary, colleipate, professional and 
teclpdca! institutions. Still greater inequality in the seoondary, and 
coUHIItate education of females involving a distribution of the toti! 
sum ipent frcnn the public fund in the proportion of Rs. 20 thousands 
or less for Muslim girls and Rs. 7} lakhs for Hindu girls. Curse the 
purdah system in any language you can but the fact is here, Muslim 
girls have peculiar environment and aptitude ; give them the sort of 
education attractive to them. You have recognised the principle in 
the education of Europlan and Eurasian boys and girls. Muslims used 
to man the departments during the Hon*ble East India Company's 
regime and after that what is the position now. for you to say. You 
have allowed the Calcutta TTniversity to spend lakhs and lakhs of 
rupees exclusively for the study of Hindu civilisation and Hindu 
culture and research hut only a paltry sum for Muslim culture and 
research. 

Babu AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I must congratulate the 
Ilon’lde the Fiuaiicc Mcml>er on his self-(‘oiiiplacencv in presenting the 
Budget. He seems to he under the impression that he has ht‘en uhle to 
steer the baniue of the Bengal finances <'lear out of troubled waters, 
iuid to put if on a stable and sound footing, and lie assures us that this 
state of things will continue unless our representatives in the Iiegis- 
lative Assembly prove pig-heatled enough to depreciate the sterling 
value of the rup<M‘. SjHNiking for myself, I am afiaid 1 ninnot share 
bis optimistic feelings and look u|kui his financial statement as nothing 
more than a humdrum one — absolutely irresponsive to |M)pular demands 
and opinion, nnredeemed by the faintest streak of any |H)licy calculatiMl 
to improve the b»t of the millions of Indians sunk in deep ignorance, 
and abject jKiverty, and utterly devoid of that broad outlook and 
imaginative sympathy wliicli we onliiiarily baik out for in the utter- 
ances or policies of wise Chancellors or Finance Members. budget 
will have to be judged by the jsdiey lying behind it. Is there any 
clear and well-detiiied policy behind the Hon'ble Mr. Domilirs state- 
ment? If there be any, it utterly ignores the (country’s ru^etls and 
requirements which must (unsiitute the only test for determining 
whether the Budget is a sa4isAi<ttory one or not. I do not blame the 
Hon'ble Mr. Donald, for he alone is not responsible for the |K>!i(y of 
the (lovernmenf. He has simply %uiid out the money for the carry- 
ing 0 ui of a policy dictated from abo%'e or by the whole Ooveminent of 
which he is only a part. Can that policy which suborrlinates the 
interests of the many to those of the few command our sympathy and 
support? Is the policy which takes no note of^the grinding misery^ of 
tbs millions in the remote villages — the real producers of wealth- 
entitled to any support from their repreAsntatives ? The Hon'ble tbe 
Finanoe MemWr fi^s gnitified ttikt this ymSt he has been able to budget 
fcNT a lew lakbs more for tbe transferred departments than ia oihar 



4S 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[28th Fm. 


yeat'H, and in doing ho he seema to say: ** Lo and behold, we are fall of 
the milk of humanity for you and see what sacrifices we have made.’* 
The Hon’hle Mr, Donald tells us naively ; So we have allotted as 
miK’li as was possible, consistent with the re<|uirenients of all depart- 
ments from the funds that have been available.” The implication is 
that the departments of the (tevernment are water-tight ''compart- 
ments, and each department is eager to have its pound of flesh from 
the Finance Member. The root of the trouble lies there. The policy 
underlying this state of things seems to be sanctioned by British Indian 
administrators for years. I do not know whether that policy is a 
wise one but what I do know is that w’hen a house is buniing or a catas- 
trophe b(*fallK a household, the bulk of its resources, if not all, are 
devoted to save it from extinction. Bengal is in that plight and by 
Bengal I mean Sonar Bangla — the rural Bengal — the real Bengal — 
centred in the remote villages and huts and not in cities and palaces. 
If the Hon’ble Members on the Treasury Benches and their lesser fries 
abroad in the mufassul ever cared to bile a iH‘ep into these huts and 
see how the real Bengal lives in squalor and rags and if they had really 
and sincerely considered themselves to be trustees of the nation as they 
proclaim themselves from house-tops to justify their existence or con- 
tinuance in India, I am ^'onfident they would not have framed the 
budget in the way they have been doing for years past. 

Sir, speaking in Calcutta on the fdb January, 1912, Ilis Majesty the 
King-Knq)eror said: “ It is my wish that there may bespread over the 
land a network <»f schools and ccdleges from which wdll go forth loyal 
and manly and useful citixens, able to hold their own iit industries and 
agriculture and all the vocations of life. And it is my wish too, that 
the homes of my Indian subjects may be brightened and their labour 
sweetened by the spread of knowledge with all that follows in its 
train, a higher level of thought, of comfort and of health. It is through 
education that my wish will be fulfilled and the ( aust* of education in 
India will ever Iw* close t«i my heart.*' 

These are the utterances of a true statesman — a real King of men 
whose* heart is full of anxious stdicitude for the welfare of his sub- 
jects and whose int<»llectual vision is far^dghted enough to envisage the 
possibilities 1014 |K>tentialities of the nation. The bureaucnu'y to whom 
is eommitted the’ administration of 'the country is too wooden to he 
able to take a w'ide and statesmanlike view' of things. Sir, to be able to 
survive the 1 ‘avages of famine and distress and to resist the onslaught 
of the fell diseases that are stalking abroad the land and devastating 
the whole country, what we primarily and absolutely re<juire is educa- 
tion. Sir, I am a great believer in eduaition and it is my firm Convic- 
tion that education is the remedy of most of the ills to which the body 
politic is subjecW ^1 therefore appreciate the^noble sentiments of His 
Majesty. Let us see, Sir, how far His Majesty’s agents in India to 
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a carte blanche has been given have been able to carry out the 
laid down by His Majesty. Has there been any a])f>r«eiable 
^cmse in the percrentage of literacy in India siiK‘e January. 1912 ^ In 
the eensus of 1921 only 9*1 per cent, of the population of Bengal was 
shown as litemte — a term which impHes something very short of edu- 
cated-^-and in 1924 only 12-5 |>er cent, of the children of the school- 
going age wei'e attending stdoHil. We have Imhmi agitating and ogitat- 
ing for primary education. Beyond doling out from time to time some 
amounts for expenditure on this head and appointing committees and 
commissions for preparing schemes, no serious and sin(*ere effort has 
been made to remove illiteracy amongst the j)eople. The bureaiu'racy 
atands condemnwi judged in the light of His Majesty’s remarks. 

The record of the Government with regard to sanitation is equally 
bad. The Finance Mem In^r assures us that he has l>t*en able to do well 
by this department also. Beyond augmenting some grants on this heail 
or doling out some amounts by way of charity, I am afraiil he has done 
nothing to tac kle the problem. The percentage of deaths in Bengal — 
the highest in all civilised (‘ountries — is*a standing disgrace to British 
Indian administration. Now. Sir, it has lieen re(M»atedly dinned into 
the ears of Government officials that the effluent discdiarges of the se|>- 
tic tanks of the mills on either side of the river Hooghly have lieen doing 
iiicalculahle mischief and have made the riparian municipalities the 
hot-beds of cholera and other water-lM>rne diseases. It was much to 
be desired that the Government had helped those iMu»r municdpulities 
which could not afford to pay for water-works with grants or subven- 
tions to carry out their schemes of water-w'orks. 1’he Budget is abso- 
lutely silent on the j>oint. As the representative of these municiiNtlifies 
of the H(K>ghly district I would impress on the Government the neces- 
sity of either helping the local laidies with funds for installation of 
water-works, or taking steps to prevent the imlliition of river water. 

Then, Sir, I come to the (|uestion of the w'ater-supply of rural ureas. 
Last year the Government provided for Its. 2,5(1, (KHl for ex|>eiiditui*e on 
this head through their officers. Apart from the insufficiency of the 
grant, T would <iuestion tiie wisdom of o]>etiing a s**parate agency for 
this work although the loc^l ?H»dies have got statutory jwiwers and are 
engaged in coping with the demtyid with the small sums at their dis- 
posal. The Government ought to make over these amounts to the local 
bodies to be spent by them. The sum doled by Government and the 
amount that (‘an be sf*ared by the hwal bcnlies are too inadH|uate for 
the purpose. Want of good drinking water is resfionsihle for most of 
the diseases that liave Wti devastating rural Bengal. During three or 
four months of the year water becomes so very scar<*e in the villages 
that it is not a rare sight to see people, mostly women, trudging along 
three or four miles to iave even a pitcher or two of muddy water so 
that they might quench their thirst. I would suggest that a survey' 
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id ilia ac timl needs of the rural areas with regard to water-supply may 
be made and an estimate of the costs may be prepared with the help 
of the local bodies, at once. Tube-wells have inroved a success in 
many places and instead of wasting money on Governor’s bands, 
saloons and other luxuries of highly paid officers, instead of wasting 
money on costly Coundl Chamber and Government offices a*id putting 
up costly statues and memorials in big towns and cities, all this money 
can he profitably spent on such works of public; utility which will not 
only resuscitatcta dying nation but will also help to consolidate and 
broad-base British rule on the contentment and affection of the people. 

Sir, how irresponsive to popular opinion the Government is, will 
appear from the fact that no steps have yet been taken to give effect 
to the very reasonable resolution of Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker passed in 
this (V)uncil in February last aliout the improvement of the rivers and 
waterways of Bengal. The reform indicated therein will, if carried 
out, not only help in removing the scourges of Bengal, r/r., malariii 
and kala-asuf, hut will also add to the wealth of the land. In this 
connection, Sir, let me he a little partial to my district and refer to the 
Amta drainage scheme w'hich has been under consideration since 1923. 
I do not know' how' many years more will he required for this scheme 
to mat(*ralise. I^irge tracts of culturahle lands measuring about 10 
sijuare miles with a few' villages dotted here and there lie under water 
for the greater part of the year w ith the result that the f)eople there 
have lost all resisting power through iK>verty and heconie easy preys to 
all sorts of diseasses. 

Sir, it is useless to refer to tlie ahnormal growth of jHdice expendi- 
ture. The Government is im|)ervious to all < riticisms. If |H>lice expen- 
diture goes on at the present rate at the cost of the natioii-huilding 
departments, I am afraid before long the activities of the police will 
have to be < onfined to the maintenance of law and order amongst the 
vultures preying upon the dead bodies of the Bengal villagers. 

Sir, ours has l)een a ( ly in the wilderness. The Government com- 
plain «»f revolutionary activities and conspiracies in the country. I 
Would not W surprised if there are any. I w'ould hold Government 
responsible for them. The Statesman, than* whom no more ardent and 
xealous exponvnl pf Government policy can he found, in its issue of the 
25th instant, says: — ^ 

It is probable that, as has often been pointe<l out, political crime 
and prefMirations for political crime in Bengal are very largely due to 
ei^onomic (nuses. It is among bitter, disappointed, and susceptible 
young men that the comparatively few terrorists find the readiest 
material fur their propaganda. The youth who after bei% educated 
finds that there is not a market for his talents and is condemned to a 
low standard of is infiammable nlhtter rAuly to take pari in any 
agitation, however da^rous, because he attributes his misfortunes to 
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* ir«cMig with the system \ snd seeks lor revenge itpoii 

A 1*00! problem that has to be dealt with in ladia is that of 
find^g work lor the educated.*' 

"fyis is a most correct diagnosis of the situation and our leatlers havo^ 
lost no time and spaied no pains to convince the Government about 
the futility of the repressive jxilicy and the necessity of eradiiuiting the^ 
itK)t cause of this trouble by initiating and inaugurating reforms which 
will solve the bread prdblem. The problem of unemploynjent has been 
l>efore the public in all its seriousness for a considerably long time^ 
Has any attempt bc^en made to grapple with it ^ It cannot Ik* gainsaid 
that the development of indiisfries is one of the |H»tent factors to solve 
the problem of unemployment. Mr. Donald rests content with adding* 
new buildings to the SeramjHjre Weaving Sc hool and pi*oviding for ai» 
augmentation in the grant to the extent of Us. 30,000. Is this suflS- 
cieiit, having regard to the Iwnest needs of the «*oun1rv y We eagt^rly 
looked out for a sympathetic policy and we have Ikh*!! sorely dis* 
appointed. It seems the Exche(iuer is not only Imnkrupt hut British 
Indian statesmanship suiters frcun that deficiency. It may he said> 
%vliat use racking one’s hraiiis evolving plans and schemes if there bo* 
no funds to meet them. My answer is — you have got to nM‘k youf 
hrains not only for plans and schemes but also for money to carry 
them out and therein Iic*s statf»smariship. And I am sure if the efforts- 
of the (roveinment he guided hy sinc*erety. it will not l»e difficult to, 
find out both. SjH*aking of development of industries, I cannot bill 
draw aftention to the cottage industries 

(At this stage the iiieiuher having ivacdied the time-liinit, hud to^ 
resume his sent.) 

KImh Bahadur MauUi AZIZUL HAQUis May I congratulate the* 
Hon’ble the Fiuant'c Member for at least doing one tardy act of justice* 
which has Iweu done to the local self-governing Imdies in Bengal, inz.. 
by releasing the pi-ovincial ferry income in favour of theae local bodiea. 
Sir, I remember it was the Hon'ble Mahamja Bahadur who was not 
in office at that time and probably Mr. Moberly was Collector o! 
Nadia at that time, when ihwts criticised as an act of brigandage on 
the part of Government. I am glad that as Members of the Executive 
Council both the Maharaja and alto Mr. Moberly have done an act of 
tardy justice which has been ventilated by the district boards and 
municipalities for the lest few years. 

In the year 1923-24 Bengal started with a deficit budget and three 
taxation proposals were brought before the House by the Hon’ble 8ii 
Henry 'Wheeler for a moderate surplus in order to inaugurate a sound 
loan policy and ultimately to release glneral revenues to undartake 
useful and beneficial reedtring sAiemes. Sir Provasb Chunder Mitter» 
who unfortunately is not present now, was at that time the Bon’Ua 
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Jlliai«t«r ia charge of Education and his words were that a future loan 
^folicy was needed for fEe many schemes in the uation-huildii^ depart, 
meats; malarial and kala-azar had to be prevented, Bhairab was silting 
^p. These and many other schemes were then shining in the Irrigation 
Department and in the interests of the poor, Sir Provash said, the 
three taxation proposals had to be ae‘cepted. I must congratulate the 
ilon’ble Finance Member that towards the end of his career he has 
Imn able year after year to get a surplus of Ks. 238 lakhs at the cost 
of the people and he has successfully wiped away Rs. 46 lakhs out of 
this surplus this year. It stands to the disgrace of the Government 
<<iepariments that though money is provided for in the budget they 
4ire not able to spend that money. This year, in the Educatioft, Agri- 
culture, Public Health Departments, Government have not beOii able 
to spend about Rs. 12 lakhs at a time when there is so much |a do in 
the country. 

I ftnd that in the coming year the surplus has been fixed at about 
lU. 192 lakhs. His Excellency lord Ronaldshay said in this very 
House that new taxation proiMJsals had Ix'en promulgated with a view 
to improve deficiencVt as a purely temjMunry expedient, founding further 
relief on receipt of which tlie-sjew revenue would become available foi 
'Schemes of educational, sanitary and medical progress. May I ask 
the Hon’hle the Financw Member ns also the Hon’hle the Minister who 
has now come to office as to where are these measures of medical, 
fiunitary and educational progress!^ Where is the revenue which has 
l)een set fi‘ee for the development of nation-building departments.^ 
"I'he temporary measures ought now to have re(*eived reconsideration 
but instead of that the Hon’hle the Finame Meml»er has come l>efore 
the House saying that the new a<ljustment of ma(‘hine has not l)een 
|K>ssihle under the present ujrcu instances. I respectfully submit that 
this is merely an eye-wash and it ought to have been }H>ssible for 
the departments within the last six years to frame si hemes. Mr. Dondid 
has played a certain amount of jugglery with figures, and has very 
jcarefully given us certain percentages instead of aHual figures. WheHj 
‘ he deals with the transferred departn^ents he not only states the per- 
^ntage but also gives us the total amount, but in regard to reserved 
depailments b# 4>nly gives us pt^r/'entagt*. He practically says — look 
bow generous we ai'e we have given 26,r)2,*‘Mk),l9, per cent, for the 
iiat ion-building departments and only 3,16,10,11, 5 for the reserved 
sdeimrtments. I think the Hon’hle Memlier ought to have disclosed 
the actual ainount allotted to each department of the reserved side. 
1 find that in the Education, Medical, Public Health, Agriculture 
and Industries Departments there has baeb a total increase of Rs. 107 
lakhs frt>ia 1918-19 to 1927-28. Heaven only knows how many 
lakhs out of llis amount has gone towards the increment of salaries 
4and allowances. A# against this there has been an increase of Rs. 138 
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during those years in police^ general administration, justice and 
lanlilpefenue. This is with reference to the years i918-i9 to 
If Ha compare with the year 1923-24, we find that in the transferred 
depidiments there has been an increase by Rs. 72 lakhs out of which the 
departments have not been able to s^iend Rs. 12 lakhs thus bringing the 
actual idfcrease to Rs. 60 lakhs. But under the reserved heads the 
increase has been Rs. 54 lakhs. I think Mr. Donald ought to have 
plainly given us actual figures and not percentages. I find that 
the total sum in 1^7-5?^1 for the transferred departments of Education, 
Public Health and Agricultui*e is only Rs. 182 lakhs while Ihdice head 
alone is responsible for Rs. 189 lakhs. Sir, Mr. Donald ought to have 
coifke Xorward with some constructive proposals but instead of that I 
find>4hat about Rs. 232 lakhs has l>een taken year after year as a 
surpltt| out of the revenue of the three taxation proposals which came 
l»efore the House a few years ago. The Finance Memlwr has never 
come l)efore the House with projwsals either fur improving the nation* 
building departments or for the relaxation of these taxation proposals. 
Instead of that, as I have said, he has taken the fwople’s money to add 
to the swelling surplus. By this he has done another wrong to this 
province. Tlii readjustment of the finances of the* provinc'e would 
soon come up and those who will have a voic^e in the distribution of 
the finances of the provinc'es will say that Bengal has got enough 
money to spare and also a fat surplus. Therefore Bengal has got no 
need for more money. In the c’ircumstances I think the Finance 
Memljer should have d<)ne well in bringing forward many pro|M)sals 
which have been lying in the Secretariat for the last few years. 

Sir, I find that there i« an annual grant of Rs. I,20,fKK) to the 
Calcutta Society for the Prevention of (Vuelty to Animals. May 
I ask whether the Fiiianc^e Meinlx^r has gone into financial manage- 
ment of the sexiety? What sjHH ial reaiibn is there that this society 
of all others should get Rs. 1,26,CKK)? The old system was to hand 
back the proceeds from fees and fines to the society. Is it l>ecatt8e — 
I speak subject to (‘orrection as I am only repeating a rumour — that 
one Mrs. Stanley is going to W appointed as Secretary to thei society 
on a salary of Rs. 1,200 a igoifth in place of the Ilouorarj' Secretary? 

Sir, under the head “ Veterinary College ** I find that there is a 
new adjustment. The Bihar Government and other Governments will 
henceforth pay not only the actual amount of money required for their 
students but a lump sum of Rs. 600, which is much less than the 
average expenditure. I think the administration of the Veterinary 
College should be looked into by the Finance Department. We hear 
all soris of reports about the Principal and the Vice-Principal who 
do not do any teaching work, nor do tfiey attend to hospital work 
but only go round praciibal clasles and dispose of file*. Between the 
Piineinal and the Vice-PrinciiMil a sum of Rs. 2,775 is spent in pay 
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and allowance**; A mm of R». 59,000 is allotted for the Principal’s 
quarters in the College, 1 am told ihat the Bihar Government, not 
satisfied with the administration of the Bengal Veterinary College, pro* 
pose to start a college of their own in 1929. Is it a bait to the Bihar 
Government that their contribution has been fixed at a lower figures 
so that they may not start a college of their own and tto that soine money 
may still be available to Bengal to relieve its finances! 

I would also draw the attention of the Finance., Department to the 
method of taxing people by Executive orders. They should never 
have taxed secondary edfucation or any education for the matter of 
that. They have increased the fee rates of the Presidency College, 
the Engineering College and all the Government secondary schools 
and also arts schools. The Government have got a surplus to dtl^se 
of — they have not been able to spend four lakhs from sanctioned grants 
in educatioTi alone — and yet they wunt to swell the revenue by these 
taxations by Executive orders. While adding to the revenue they are 
taxing poor students of these Government institutions most of whom 
come from the families of Government servants and middlendass 
gentlemen. 

In this connection I should al»o like to draw the attention of the 
Finance Member to the tem^hing staff of the zilla secondary schools 
which have been depleted to the last extremity and even in the case of 
a temporary absence of a teacher the head master is at his wit’s end to 
fill up the vacani ies and curr> on the work. You have increased the 
fee rate without giving them any corresponding benefit. 

Lastly, I congratulate the Finjince Member for the due sense of 
proportion with which he has distributed the grants in the Education 
Department. Rupees has been allotted for the improvement of 

the compound of the Presidency College probably for the preparation 
of a lawn. Rupees 25, (KM) has been allotted for the projMised (juarters 
of the Principal of the llujshuhi College probably as u <*orollary or pit** 
lude to the appointment of the Kun>pean Principal there. Rupees 1R,00() 
bus been allotted for the constiuetion of a Hindu hostel in another district 
where every lM>dy earns money on tea, , the tea district of dalpaiguri ; 
Rs. 27,000 for out houses and Superintendent’s (juarters at Krishnagor; 
R». 85, (KK) for ih^ c-onstruction of iimds in Pornbaxar and Rs. 33,000 
for u bungalow at Duat^. And yet a small sum of Rs. 18,000 for 

the construction of a Muhammadan hostel at Nadia, which has been 

hanging fire since the last decade and has got the approval of His 
Excellency, has not found any place in the budget of this year. 

Sir, I find that the Secretary' of State has made changes in the 

rates regarding house rents for their superior officers and this change 
has been made ^with retrospective effect from the 1st of April, 1924, 
and it will cost a sum of Rs. 1,04,000 this year. I eongratalale the 
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the Finance Member — ^the more the merrier. * With wfomis 
wellt^vn to swallow many bitter pills till malaria is driven out. Bui 
may we know when shall we have the last dose. I take strong* except 
tioB to the Seeretarj" of Statens approving expenditure with retrospective 
effect without giving an opportunity to this House to discuss the matter. 

Sir, Agarding the Agricultural Department we have had Fibre" 
Expert, Economic Botanists, Deputy Directors and Superintendents and 
we are now goiny to have an Agricultural Engineer. May I ask it 
there is a proposal that one Mr. Gossip is going to lie appointed as a 
Cattle Expert in this Province!^ ” 


The Hofi^ble Mr. 4 . DONALD: This has Wn settled. 


Kikll BaiMKiur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. I congratulate 
Mr. Addams-Williams on his coming back to India. May 1 ask him 
with what new schemes he has come back. 

(Here the member having reached his time limit had to resume his 
seat.) 

(At 5-2t) P.M. the Hon’hle the President left the chamlaM' and the 
Deputy President took the Chair.) 

Srijut aOGENDRA NATH MOITRA: Sir, in rising to make a few 
observ’ations on the Budget for J927-2H I am faced with some difli- 
culty os to how I should charurtiuise it. Some of my friends have 
characterised if as disappointing, some have called it reactionary, some 
have gone further* arul styled it as unworthy of a Government. But, 
Sir, I sh(»uld like to characterise it as a brilliant achievement of (he 
Finance McihIkm wh<» has reprcscnti^d the true charac ter of the bureau- 
cratic administration of this country and for this act I think the 
HoiFble the Finance Member should l)e congratulated. 

Sir, the Budget is u (rue index of (he administration, Iwneficeiit or 
otherwise. A careful perusal of it will shew in what lines the 
administration is run, how fur it is mindful to develt»p its resources 
and ht»w far they are pi*epared to guide the destiny of the nation to- 
wards the fulfilment of their highest ambition, moral, (ultural khd 
political. Therefore, it mustabe said that the Finance Memtrer has 
done a distinct service to the country, liefore the fag-end of his retire- 
ment, by laying bare once aguiff, liefore us the true nature of the 
administration and for this he deserves our thanks. 

Sir, from the perusal of the figures, it strikes one that it is a deficit 
budget. This is the inevitable result of a top-heavy administration^ 
In the opening balance of l925-26 we find Bs. 2,38,2^8,000, in 1926-27 
we fiifd Be. 1.92,79.000. The closing balance for the year under 
review shows Rs. 1,45 ,05 .(KK) only. Thi# proves that are eating up 
from the opening balaiace a big portion of it every year, such aa 
Es. 45,47,000 in 1926-27 and Bs. 47,74,000 in 1927-28, that is, for 
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more than 4 per cent of our expenditure we are depending upon our 
opening balances which should haTe been flcmpuloualy set apart as 
our reserved fund only to be drawn upon in extreme cases! We are, 
therefore, progressively running towards bankruptcy, even if we are 
excused the payment to the Central Government by virtue of the most ^ 
iniquitous Meston Award. ' 

Now, Sir, I draw your attention to the very scanty provision made to 
the transferred departments as compared with t^ amount provided for 
the reserved departments. We have approximately got nearly 26 per 
cent, of the total expenditure for the nation-building,'*, and the 
rest of it, z.c., 75 per cent, for the (shall I sayP) ^‘bureaucracy build- 
ing ” departments. 

It is a standing disgrace that we find even two of our members* who 
came as people's representatives choose to play the role of Ministers 
without having any control over finance; and the amount placed in 
their hands is mainly exhausted for the upkeep of the highly salaried 
departments barely leaving any margin for any advance worth the 
name. 

The most important item is Education and for this all-told we have 
got only Its. 140 lakhs only. We all know that the percentage of 
illiteracy in Bengal is still 91 |)er cent, inspite of the parental care of 
our administritorf for over 150 years! We are now given only a little 
more than 3 annas |)er head per year or in other words one pice per 
month i)er head of the f>opulution! The figure is sufficiently eloquent. 

A greater condemnation of the (tovernment (‘annot l)e conceived of. 

It is unfortunate that in spite of our Ministers we do not find any 
improvement in (he figures for the year 1927-‘^8 than those that were 
provided for the current year. On (he contrary we find them of a 
retrogressive character. 

On medi(‘ul charges we find that the amount budgeted is Hs. 5G,98,0lH) 
only. That is, Hs. 3,70,(H)9 less than that of the current year! The' 
requirement of medical help in Bengal, where the death-rate is so high, 
need not explained at length. The need for the spread of the scien- 
tific knowledge in mwlicine is also very keenly felt. But there is little 
or no chance uip^pansion on these linys. We should have at least one 
meilical school quartered in every district. I know in Pabna one 
medical school has been opened. But it is struggling against immense 
odds mainly for want of proper financial help. There is au old chari- 
table dispensary and hospital in Pabna which is dragging its existence 
somehow without doing any actual benefit to the people. This is also 
mainly due to want of funds. Here an initial grant of Rs; 20,(]id0 for 
construction, equipment and* repairs and a recurring grant of 
Bs. 3,000 a year'cah make it an immensely usbiul institution. But for 
•nch essential works we do not find funds! 
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in the item of Public Health we find that the amount allotted 
ia Ipa by Rs. 4,54 »000 than that provided for the current year! Jn 
thia Ibnd where hundreda of thouMands are carried away every year by 
mafaiHa and kala-aaar, where the mortality from cholera and other con- 
tagious diseases are on the increase, the Government considers that 
there is nu greater need for improvement! And our Hon’bie Ministers 
are to be paid Rs. 64,000 each to bring about such a reduction. This 
is scandalous and intolerable! The question of pure drinking abater 
in towns and villages of primary importance. In fact, most of the 
diseases in the country originate from bad drinking water! But wo 
find no adequate provision for them! Sir, in this connection I may 
refer to the scheme for the water-works in the town of Palma and for 
this a provision of Rs. 70,(K)0 has bt*en made. Hut the amount though 
kept successively for two years, ttiuld not materialise for want of ade- 
quate contribution from the ptniple of the locality. If the Ministers 
are sufficiently mindful for the j)rom<»tion of publii' health they should 
not make unusual delay but should make a further (‘ontributiim of 
Rs. 70,000 and see that the whole work is finished within the next 
year. 

In Agriculture, we find only Its. 1,20.000 provided! It gm*N with- 
out saying that three-fourths of this amount go towards the payment 
of salaries, etc,, of the departments. In this proyijKig where agri- 
culture forms the main source of our living, the Goveniment allots 
barely one lakh of rupees for works of improvement which dwindles 
to a very insignificant figure when divided amongst 28 districts of 
Bengal! We all know how the work of distriit agricultural farms is 
conducted ! They all complain of insufficiency of funds. The muss is 
in no way benefited or in any way more informed because of this 
department. If it fails to do any useful purjjose, why, then this fare’s 
of a department y It should better go. I^t it not lie said that our 
bureaucratic masters are carrying on a great lienevolent work by 
improving the hard lots of the pcnir agriculturists of this country. 

Sir, about the Police budget I fully concur with (he remarks afipro- 
priately made by my prcHl^cofsois. W’^e find that there is always a 
lavish provision whenever any greater necnl is found to strengthen the 
hands of our guardians of law aUd order. W> know that they have 
proved to be* a failure whenever any occ’asiou arose for (hem. We have 
found how unscrupulous they are, when they efioose to be so. And 
although they get open compliments from the Government for [lerhaps 
strengthening their autcuratic powers, we ail agree that they do not 
deserve to enjoy our confidence. The amount provided under this head 
is therefore superfluous. This should b^reducMsd by half and the sav- 
ings thus obtained sboq)d go i«r the spread of primary education in 
Bengal. 
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The expenses in the Ciril Department are very high. Some ol them 
are quite unneceftsary and auperfluous. As for ingtance, we find 
Rs. 60,000 allotted for the Collector's residence in Pabna. Half the 
amount may be enough for the purpose. The amount budgeted for 
record room is very high. The project can be dropped and the money 
could l)e exi>endefi for the water-gupply of the town and for the^^ improve- 
ment of the hospital. 

Sir, I do not want to take your time any q^ore. There are many 
things to be said on various items. But, before I resume my seat I 
beg to point out one thing. In the item of “ Irrigation,” only 
Its. 7,000 has been provided for the Ganges left bank protection includ- 
ing Pabna revetment and Rajshahi revetment. The utnouiit budgeted 
under this head in this year 'was Rs. d0,(W)0 only. In view of the 
requirements which with the local knowledge I feel necessary, I insist 
upon the 6gure being raised to at least Rs. GO, (KM) only. The left bank 
of the river near Pabna badly requires extension and some repairs. 
The Government has sptmt u large sum of money to protect the muni- 
cipal town of Pabna. There is still a great <langer from wave cutting 
and erosion. I draw H|>ecial attention of the department to this. 

•rilut BI4AY KUMAR CHATTERJEE • It seems to me mere 
mockery to a^lc the memWrM of the Legislative (^)uncil to discuss the 
Budget, for Government have taken good (^are that the most extrava- 
gant items of exj)enditure cannot be voted by the Council. It is well 
known that India, w'hich was once one of the wealthiest countries in 
the world, is now, thunks to 150 yeai*s of British rule, one of the poorest 
countries in the world. Nature has endowed our country with a fertile 
soil and navigable rivei’s. The people are industrious and peace-loving. 
Before the British came hei*e the industries were in a flourishing condi- 
tion, in spite of war and revolutions in the country. But what do we 
find now? Go to the villages and l(M)k at the wretched hovels where the 
poor live, l^ccok at their poverty-stricken and disease-worn figures. 
Half the people dc» not know what it is to have a full meal in the day. 
Spinning and weaving which at one time pi-ovided food for millions of 
people are almost gone. The average incoiv»e of the jieople is no moi-e 
than 3 pic^e per day, ns against IG rupees and 12 rupees in Kuitipe and 
Aiuenea. And yl^ this very cMmulrJ’, the p<M»res( of all c^ountries, is 
saddled with a system of Government in which the superior officers are 
paid on the most lavish scale in the whole world. Go to any of the 
richest countries in the w'orld — England, France, Germany, the United 
States of America — you will find in no other countrj^ such highly-paid 
officers. The reason is obvious. In other countries the public serviced 
are for the benefit of the people. In India the public services have 
been created for the benefit of the governing classee. Hence, every 
opportunity has been taken to create bigbly-paid appointments, and to 
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again and again the scale of salaries and allowances which are 
aleeidy high. When the income-tax was first levied the European* 
oflcers raised a hue and t ry. They came here to make their piles and 
not to contribute to the cost of the administration. Accordinglvn they 
got an exchange conij>ensation allowance, by which means they got 
much racwe than what they paid as tax. When the European War 
broke out, and the cost of living increased, they started an agitation, 
and their scale of pay was increased much more than (he increase in 
the cost of living. A4ter the War prices gradually came down, and 
one would expect that the pay of the superior services would also lie 
reduced. But w’hat happened was just the reverse. The taste of more 
pay was like the taste of bhmd to the tiger. The European officeie 
started a vigorous agitation for further imreast* of pay. The l^ee 
Commission came. 1 he already overpaid services got further increase 
of pay. They got passages for themselves, their wives and children. 

In vain did the public of India protest in the columns of hundreds of 
new’.spapers and thousands of platforms. In vain did the members of 
the Ijegialative Assembly enter a most vigorous and united protest. A 
regular loot commenced. And the helpless Indian tux-payer saw l>efore 
his very eves crorcs of rufiees taken away ngainst his will. 


Every scheme for the uplift of the people miuires money. The 
people are pcmr. They <annot irrigate their land; they cannot buy 
ploughs and oxen and manure. You require money to give loaiui t 4 » the 
people. There is no supply of pure water in the villages. You require 
money to excavate wells and tanks. The people die in hundreds of 
thousands of preventable diseases like malaria and cholera. Y(»u require 
money to adopt both preventive and curative methods. You want to 
revitalize the dying industries — there again you want money. But 
w’here is this money to come from}* The iimst obvious reply is— -reduce 
the cost of udministratioii ; spend less money on Military and Police; 
let the pay of the various superior services be lowered, and the nuiiilier 
be reduced. There is no doubt that if the matter wero left to the 
ropresentatives of the people they would adopt this course. The, 
Government know^s it. iny in order to prevent the ('ouiicit from taking 
this most just and natural^cfeirse the pay of the superior otficem has 
been declared “ Non-voted Not only their pay hut also the allow- 
ances of all sorts are “ Non-voted Y"ou must not touch anything in 
connec tion with the sujienor services — not even their travelling allow- 
ances and other so-called compensatory allowaitces w'hich are supiiosed 
to be not a source of profit, but is leally a source of profit. The next 
measure of economy is to reduce the Police expenditure. For this it is 
necessary have some confidence in the people. But the Government 
have no cobfidence in the people. Wh»l>ecause it knows that it does 
not govern in a43cordanc% with ll^ wishes of the peciple. It knows that 
it does not respond to the legitimate wishes of the people. So, instead 
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of rodocing tKe expendfiare on Police, it goes on tncreaeing the Police 
^expenditure. Out of a total revenue of 10 crores of rupees, the Govern* 
naent spends more than 2 crores on Police. The figure shown against 
** 26. — Police ’’ is 1 crore, 92 lakhs and 91 thousand. But this is not 
the entire expenditure under Police To it must be added the « 
pensions paid to Police officers in India and England which i is shown 
under “46. — Superannuation allowances and pensions”, against which 
the expenditure is shown as Rs. 66 lakhs. To it must be further added 
the expenditure on Police buildings which is shown under “41. — Civil 
Works The expenditure on original works for Police is Rs. 8 lakhs. 
To it must be further added the expenditure for the repairs and main* 
tenance of Police buildings. Bo, Sir, if you take all these items to* 
gether, the total expenditure is considerably in excess of Rs. 2 crores. 
As against this what is the expenditure on “ Public Health It is the 
magnificent sum of Rs. lakhs, out of which about Rs. 3 lakhs is for 
the pay of the highly-paid officers. No wonder people die like flies from 
preventable diseases. Malaria and plague have been banished from all 
civilised countries. But they have found comfortable resting places in 
India. In order to prevent malaria, it is necessary to improve the 
drainage of the place to remove water-logging. In all other countries 
they have practically banished malaria. But in Bengal hardly any- 
thing has been done. Why? Because Government has no money. 
But how can it have money, if it goes on spending on the superior 
services and Police at this rate? If to-morrow Government gets more 
money, it will further iiK’iease the expenditure on Police and will 
appoint another Commission to enquire into the grievances of the 
superior services. It has been well said that where there is a will there 
is a way. If Government felt for the starving and diseased people of 
this country, it would have surely found money to impi-ove their lot. 
But the Government do not feel for the i)oor people. It really feels for 
the European officers. That is why it has found money to further 
increase their pay and allowances, but does not find money to make the 
villages healthy. That is w hy when Mahatma Gandhi tries to introduce 
spinning and weaving and populariue k‘h(uli in order that the average ^ 
daily income of the i>eople may increase from 3 pice to 5 pice, the move- 
ment k looked upon with suspicion, ancf /[•Avoff-wearers are believed to 
be revolutiolfttxiei^in disgui.se. 

Sir, the prtnision under “41. —Civil Works” is nearly Ra. 1 crore 
and 20 lakhs. This is another item of extravagance. We have got 
far too many costly buiUlings, and it is time that the expenditure in 
buildings should be reduced. Think, Sir, of the wretched hovels in 
which the poor people pass their days and nights in contract with the 
luxuriant office buildings in which the officers spend only a few houra 
in the day. Must .of the expendiiurt> on ro^ds is to make them fit 
for the motor-caV. For the common people it is not necessary to have 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 





iiigh class roads. It is well-known tliat tkere is a good deal of 
wMe in the Public Works Department. Sir, I would urge that less 
be spent on buildings and roads and more be spent for the escaTation 
and maintenance of tanks and wells, for proper drainage. Sir, I 
r^resent the poorest district in Bengal. The district of Bankura ia 
Buffering Irom chronic famine. The people live on the margin between 
life and death. When there is sufficient rain they somehow manage to 
live, but on the slightest failure of monsoons they starve and die. You 
have heard of the number of famines which visited my unhappy district 
during recent years. You will be shocked to learn that in the last Id 
years the population has diminished from 11 lakhs to 10 lakhs. Sir,, 
if the census reports of other districts are wmsulted, a similar state of 
affairs will be found. It is time that Qovernment should look ahead 
if it does not desire that the Indians should not be wiped away from the 
face of the earth under the administration of the uuMit civilised race 
in the world. 


Mmilvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: I hope 1 shall be allowed to 
speak in Bengali. 

Mr. DEPUTY PREEIOENT: Yes, you are allowed to Hfu^ak in 
Bengali. 

Maillvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD then delivered a speech in Bengali,, 
the English translation of which is as follows: — 

“ Sir, the budget estimates submitted every year at this time for 
general discussion by the members. The discussions which take place 
concern the vital pnibleiiis of the o<)untry, they are not empty things 
meant to fill up the pages of the Proceedings Book and supply materials 
for the newspa|>er columns. The subjects of these dimmssions are the 
wants and grievances of the people, their want of food and the diseases 
they suffer from. 

It is well known that the people suffer from chronic starvation, and 
as the result of it diseases have established permanent al>ode in their 
homes. Is not unemployment amongst the jKKirer classes in th# 
mufassal the root cause of all thisj^ These men do not get sufficient 
food, not even so much of •it ms is absolutely necessary for existence. 
You may believe roe when I say that 80 per cent, of these men live 
on one meal a day. We are sur# that Go%*ernment know bow thinge 
stand with them, and yet they do not take any steps for the betterment 
of this condition. They ought to know that they cannot cope succesa* 
fully with the problem unless they strike at the root of the evil, that 
is, fight the unemployment question in every class of soiu'ety and ope» 
out to ‘the people new means of securing their livelihood. Government 
must not think that they can put down M the movements*’ which ero|r 
up every day with the kelp of the Police alone, without making any 
attempt to remove the causes which give birth to them. 
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I have looked over all the items of the Budget. Though Oovem- 
ment have provided a little more liberally on some heads, they have 
committed mistakes on some other heads. For instance — 

1, Excise Department, Rs. 24,43,000. 

2. ‘ Stamps, Rs. 8,93,000. 

.3. FoYest, Rs. 14,96,000. 

4. Registration, Rs. 21,13,000. 

h. General Administration, Rs. 1,19,21,000. Out of this sum 
Rs. 4,65,000 are reserved for the Governor’s staff and house- 
hold expenditure. 

<5. Administration of Justice, Rs. 1,09, 24, (MK). 

7. Police Department, Rs. 1,88,87,000. 

8. Scientific Departments, Rs. 28,000. 

9. Jails and Convict Settlements, Rs. 35,67,000. 

10. For '* Kducatiott ” only, Rs. 1,25,97,000 have been provided. 

Out of this sum Rs. 7,44,000 are earmarked for Kui'opean 
and Anglo-Indian education. Rupees 3,37,000 only have 
been given to Primary Si hools in this vast province. 

11. Medical Department, Rs. 56,98,0fK). 

12. Public Health, Rs. 33,29.000. 

13. Agriculture, Rs. 23,63,0tX). 

14. Industries, Rs. 12,93,(K)0. 

15. Famine Relief and Iiisunmce, Rs. 50, (MH). 

16. lioutis by Ij<»cal Government {for Agricultural and (’o-opera- 

five Societies), Rs. 10,81,000. 


A glance at these items will show that not even half of what has 
l)een given to ' General Administration ‘ Administration of Justice \ 
“•Jails’ and ‘Police’ has been given to ‘Agriculture’, ‘ Industries \ 

‘ Kducation ’ and ‘Agricultural and Cooperative Stxieties ’. You wilP 
admit that the question of loans at low/ interest to agriculturists is a 
vital one, mud Government have sadly negleried the interest of the 
millions of agriculturists. I am n<3 aw'art* of any enmity existing 
Jiet ween Government and the agriculturists, but 1 am sure that a little 
more regard for their interest would have rendered it unnecessary to 
epend a mint of money for ‘ Police ‘ Jails ’ and on similar other heads. 
The high Government officials in charge of the affairs of Government 
heep their eyes shut to the real condition of the people and delude them- 
iielves that all is right with them. They have, perhaps, never seen 
4hat many people make the footpaths' of the streets of Calcutta their 
lioroe and sleep there under the sun and rain like beasts. Unleia 
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Gl^mment introduce compulsory primary education in the country 
very nnd launch a campaign against unemployment, the curses 
o! &ese suffering masses will soon bring their career to an end. 

The Hon’ble Finance Member makes liberal provision for the 
OovernoFs Body-Guard and boat excursions and for Kurt>pean education 
in comparison with which his provision for primary education in the 
province is absolutely ridiculous. This step has been taken delilierately, 
in defiance of the expressed wishes of this House and in neglec't of 
the vital needs of the country. A Government whi<*h can construct 
buildings for the comfort of its officials and exjiensive Police barracks 
cannot arrange for loans at low interest to the agriculturists to curry 
on their work. They can easily find -10 lakhs of ru|H'es for this pur- 
pose, and I think that would bring relief to the agriculturists in Bengal 
to a considerable extent. 

I live in the village and have a knowledge <if the grievam’es of the 
rural people to which I have sought to draw the attentif>n of Government. 
Before I resume my seat, I mjuest the Hon’hle Ministers to turn their 
attention to the requirements of the rural people. For'reasons given 
above I am unable to congratulate the Hon ’hie Finani’e Meinlmr on the 
Budget he ha.s presented in the House.” 

(At this stage the (/ouncil was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

[After the adjournment.] 

Adjourfimaiit 

There being no quorum pivm*nt, the (’ouncil was adjourned at 
G-10 r.M. till -1 p.M. on Tuesday, the 1st March, 1927, at the Town Hull, 
Calcutta. 
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provitloiit of tiio CoYomiiiiiit of Indio Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, ^ 
on Tuewlay, the 1st March, 1927, at 3 p.m. 


Prosont: 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudhuri, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 85 nominated and elected 
members. 


Unttarrod Quotiiont 

(tntwors to ortiioli wort laid on the tablo). 

Projeotod chord lint from Santragaohi to Vithnupur. 

81. 8ri)iit TARAKMATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Meml^er in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) be 
pleased to state what further progress has been made to give effect to 
the project of the Santragacdu-Bistoopur chord line of the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway y 

(b) When the matter is expected to be taken in handP 

MEMBER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(RAILWAYS) (thf Honlilo Mr. d. Donald)! (a) The line has 
surveyed and esimates prepared. There is at present no proposal to 
start the construction in the near future. 

(h) It is not known when the coustnictjon of the line will be taken 
in hand. 

Mailivi ABUL KABEM: Is it a fact that the Bengal-Nagpui 
Railway having found an outlet in the Central India Coal-field have 
given up the idea of constructing the Santragachi-Bistoopur ohosil 
line? 

TM Han*Wa Mr. 4. DOHALDs The railways are not the concern 
of the provincial (government. We have gi^n information as far aa 
we could. For any further information I must ask for notice. 
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•utiiy plmt on tho bonks of tho ^ItoglrolbK 

•i Moliani) Kumor SRIS CHANDRA HANDY: (a) U tho 

^Hon^le Minister in char^ of the Department of Agrieulture and 
lnduatrie% aware that a kind of small bushy plant has appeared on the 
banks of the River Bhagirathi in the district of Murshidabad and is fast 
spreading inland, and that it has liecome almost ns difficult a problem 
as the water-hyacinth to weed them out ? 

(6) Is the Hon'ble Minister contemplating to take exj)ert advice to 
suggest ways and means to eradurute the plant permanently P 

MINISTER in ohorgo of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE mil 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hon*blo Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu AhmMi Klim 
Chmnavl). (n) A report to this effect has been received by Govern- 
ment. 

(b) The Commissioner of the Presidency Division is being asked to 
have an enquiry made into the matter and to suggest measures for 
dealing with the plant. 

MOUlvi ABUL KASEM: Will the Ifotrble Minister be pleased to 
state when the enquiry was ordered? 

Mr. Ci S. DUTTS The enquiry has just now been ordered, us the 
report was received only lately. 


Aidod high Engliah lohoolt in Murthidabod. 

S3. Mahoraj Kumar SRIS CHANDRA NANDY: Will the 
Hoirble Minister in charge of the Department of Education Ik* pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(f) the uuinl>er of Government aided high English schinds in the 
Murshidalmd district; 

(ii) the amount cjf aid receivet^by each; 

(lit) the strength of staff of each; 

(ft?) the qualifications of the staff in each; and 
(tr) the result in the Matriculation examination achieved by each 
in the last five years? 

MINItTER to SUMlt 91 OEPARTMINT 9t IDUGATION (ttM 
NtlAte Mr. ■vMMfcw O te fcrw e t O * A utatemenf cometod up to 
June, 1928, is laid on the libniy toble. 
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i^Hi jHHailwt lUilwiqr. 

$4. late /ffACiibllA^jNATH^ SEN: (a) WBl tbe Hon’ble 
MemlMt* in. Jl,tbe Dep^ment of Public Works (Railways) be 

plea^d to ‘^udi^bef tbe Oovemment are aware that most of tbe ^ 
lower plass cah^iages on |^e Ebulna-Bagerbat Railway line are not 
closed/ making it dangerous for children and inconvenient during tbe 
cold and seasons P 

(6) Are tbe Government considering the des'irability of drawing the 
attention jof the authorities into tbe matter? 

The HOfl*bl0 Hr. 4 , DONALD: (a) Government are informed that 
the majority of the lower class carriages have open sides with tarred 
gunny curtains to give protection against the rain. 

No report of any accident to children has been received by the Head 
Office of the Railway. 

(h) The Railway authorities intend to replace these carriages 
gradually by vehicles with bodies of the closed type as funds permit. 

CofisumpCiofi of liquor and drugo. 

8S. BHiu AKHIL CHANDRA OATTA: (a) Will tbe Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
(Excise) Ih* pleaw'd to slate whether consumption in tfanja and opium 
has increasi'd rapidly? 

(h) What are the cauws leading to this increase? 

(c) What actual steps have bnui taken to combat this glowing evil? 

(ii) Will the Hoirble Minister 1 h* pleased to state whether the 
Government have taken oiiy steps for steady and progressive diminu- 
tion of consumption of liijuor spirits and drugs? 

(c) Has any attempt lieeu made to control the supply of sjiirits to 
shops and control the percentage of ah’ohol in liquor supply? 

(/) Have the Government arrived at and formulateti any final deci- 
sion as to the principle of local option arrepteil by this Council in * 
August, 1921? 

^ iff) Has tiw ^irinciple Wu given effecf to in any municipal area? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (EXCISE) (tlio Hon*bla Mr. Byomkat Ctiakravarti): 

(a) No. 

{h) and (c) The questions do not arise. 

(r/) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) and Tbe member^is referred to Governmeiit Resolution 
No. b568£x., dated. tbe 27tb November, 1926, sa copy of which is plac ed 
on tbe library table. , 
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Mr. P» G. BASU: I do not want to ^gin my speech with the* 
customary congratulation or otherwise as jt seems usual |Uiion|rst tho 
members of this House. The speech of the Hon ’hie Fimiuife Member 
I must confess has not impressed me at all. He deplored as we all 
do the iniquitous and unfavourable Meston Settlement. It must bo 
indeed gratifying to him that a iHii-tion of the provincial fcontribution^ 
namely f Rs. 9 lakhs has been permanently remitted and the balance 
for the present has been remitted for the year. In this connection may 
I remind the Hon’ble Finance Member that when the amusement tax 
was passed by this House some time ago Sir John Kerr, the then 
Finance Member, gave an undertaking to this House that the surplus 
after providing for the pn^vincial ctmtributioii to the (l(»vernment of 
India would be devoted to the so-<'alled nation-building departments. 
In 1924, when the hon’ble member repit»sentiiig the 24-Parganns 
Fonstitueucy, I mean Dr. Bidhau Chandra Roy, asked the (iovernjjient 
to give effect to this undertaking, on the same day our revered leader^ 
late Deshbandhu Chittaranjaii Das. presented before this House bis con- 
structive scheme for a loan (»f Hs. o croivs for the purpose of saniFilioii, 
primary education, Muhammadan education, agriculture and imlustries. 
'I’he interest and sinking fund for the repayment of the said loan 
would have <'ost about Ks. 4o lakhs a year. This umouiit was t<» he 
paid out of the surplus of the umusemeiit tux. The present Finance 
-Member pnnnised to consider the s(4ieme and as a matter of fact asked 
the late D<*shbandhu ^to submit a seheiiie. detailed scheme for per- 
muiieiit prevent i<ni <»r eradi<*Hticm of <*Iiolera from the provim*e was 
submitted the veiy next day by the late Deshhuiidhu C. R. Das. The 
said partial scheme would have cost the pri^vincial exchequer at least 
Us. 10 lakhs a year for a period of 5 or fi yeai-s. The result «w<»uld 
have been complete eradicati^m of epidemic cholera from the province 
nrithin the said period of o yea is and thereby woubl have saved a 
lakh of lives who die from t4iuf fell disease every year. It is no xlotfitt 
a verj" small imrt out of that Rs. o^rroreh scheme. The hon*ble member 
lepre-sentirig the Myiiiensingh Constituency, Halm Naliniruiijan iSarker, 
again brought the matter Wfore the House in 1925. The Hon'ble 
Finance Member then suggested that there was re4i]|y no suiplus^ 
because the provincial contribution had been tenqiorarily suspended. 
That is probably another reason he put forward for not acceding to* 
BeshbandhiFs scheme. Now that the Government of India has mada 
a m'urring remission of Rs. 9 lakhs, the Tact that the amusement tax 
still continue and the reftiission Twing of a permanent character, may 
1 ask the Hon*ble Finance Member to give effect to that sehentef Ott 
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the 9 lakh* I think th| OoTernment of Bengal can mine a loan of 
about one crore of rupiee* and can give effect at any rate to a part of 
the 5-crore Icheme- 

Then Ik^HonTrle Finance Member has also told us that he experi-^ 
«nced certain regarding adjusting the emoluments under the 

Lee loot. .^lay I refer him to the Bengali adage (You can bear on the 
^ack if yirti are allowed to eat)/* We have also frank confessions 
from him about what was done in the past i-eg^rding allotments to the 
«o-called nation-building departryents — lump provisions were shown 
when there were no schemes to materialise. What does the condition 
of the finance of our province depict, when we go through the estimates? 

A peep into them clearly reveals the nature of the administration. 
The Reforms, the blessed reforms, gave us nothing but a machinery 
which swallows up practically the revenue of our province. The 
province of Bengal, including Bihar and Orissa, before the pre-reform 
days was ruled by a Lieutenant-Governor. Now what have we got? 
For the same area we have got two Governors, 6 Executive Councillors 
and 4 Ministers with a huge machinery' for administration and a 
large number of officers incidental thereto. It seems to me appropriate 
to depict the reforms themselves as ‘‘ Blessed are they that give but 
curse to them who take **. Regard being had to the top-heavy nature 
of the administration the Government themselves appointed a 
committee — I mean the Retrenchment Committee — that sat and sat 
and gave a voluminous ivport. Where is it now? It think is must be 
lying somewhere under the cover of dust in the archives of the 
Secretariat. Remember, Sir, that it was not a Swarajist committee 
nor was it demand of the Indian National Congress, it was a 
Oovernment committee and what after all' we gained out of it. Nothing 
tangible was done nor was' intended to be done to the recommendations. 
Sir, my lime is short. I could have dwelt on the same at length but 
1 shall only refer to certain items. 

Take the c nse of the General Administration. We all know what 
the Retrenchment Omnmittee recommended legarding the grant for^ 
the Governor’s Bodyguard. Is it not a fact that they said it was 
“ avoidahlo *’ ? A modest and humble * suggestion to His Excellency 
to deprive himsilf of tha exhibitions of the olden times. Has His 
Excellency cast a glance at the famished looks of the hungry, nude 
millions overburdened with taxation? It seems to me that it pained 
his heart to be bereft of all the gorgeousness, vanity and pomp of an 
Oriental ruler! I think this House also dwelt on the questmn in the 
past What is the demand? A lakh an thirteen thousand! I think 
the same remark applies to the demand for the Band Est^^blishment 
for which a deynand has been tabled for Rs. 70,000. What has 
happened to thit I'econimendation of the Committee about the pneposal ' 
» lor the abolition of wveral posts, namely, Inspector-General of Police, 
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Bp^tor of Public lostruetion, Ijabour Intelligence Officer and many 
What has happened to the abolition cd 4he posts of Divisional 
Coinmissioners? What has happened to the proposal for |he abolition 
of 8 Executive Councilorship? Wa'know that the re^^ommeiidatioiis 
^wei« not meant to be acted upon, so long as the Ej^eeulite remains 
irreaponsible to the legislature. Is not this House ^ ttoy debating 
society whose resolutions are thrown to the winds ff "ahaii^ go on in 
this way so long as the system is nc»t mended or ended. 


I confess that the Hon’ble Finance Meiiilwr is to l>e (ongraiulutiHl 
for effecting a big saving inasmuch as the schemes which are of vital 
impcjrtance, rh., eradication of water-hyacinth and district public 
health organisation, wei-e not given effect to I Hus he given any 
reasons why it was not done^ Possibly he feels shy about it. 


I do not know whether the membei-s of this House have nnticinr 
the creeping animal “ Fxcise Bureau which eeusetl to exist for some 
time and a demand has been tabled tor Rs. 4(),(KKt. May I I'emimI 
the House that the Retrenchment Committee reciunmended its total 
ahol it ion? 


Regarding the demand for Rs. 1? lakhs for the (N)Uiicil ChumlMU' 
may I ask the Government to defer the seheme for huilding till thin 
Council ceases to be a mere debuting soeiety. 


A few words about the pro|K)sed Damodar M’heme. 1 tabled a 
question the other day, I was informed bj' the Iloirble Memlau* 
Xawab Bahadur Saiyid Nuwab Ali (Miaudhuri that land 
acquisition and ccdlecfion gf materials are in progress, as also Mirvevs 
with a view to selecting the idieapest aligiiineut ff»r the canal. May 
I ask the Hoirble Member through you, Sir, that he must n<»t sacrifice 
utility for clieapneKS in the mutter? My humble suggestion to the 
scheme would be that the pro|>o»ed alignment for the canal should lie 
selected with a view to serve as an additional waterway for the 
passage of overflow water of the river Damodar during the ffiK>ds in 
onler to resj'ue the present barren unproductive lakhs of bighas of 
land in the Budrwaii distriit, which were once highly pnidui'tive, 
from the devastation caused b^ the AckmIs. 

I have one word to say alxmt the proposed settlement operations 
in the Burdwan district. The m^heuie should be postponed in view 
of the stringent financial conditions.^ The enormous expenditure on 
such schemes with no such resultant gains ought not to be pursued. 
I am neitber a xamindar nor a tenant but I must frankly confess that 
these proceedings cause unnecessary litigation and feuds between the 
landlord an^ tenant. 


Bi^rdihg the demand lor Bt. 1,40,009 to be placed In the hands 
of Ihe heads of the Government #nd of divisions and disiriets I have ' 
sonaie misgiving. The plea is that the Decentralisation Commission 
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recofkiitteBded it. But have you adopted all tlia recommendationa of 
%\ich committees except '^wheii tlie recommendation ia meant for the 
benefit of heaven-born services? 

Lastly, I ;ivant to address a fe«^*^rds regarding the efficient Police 
of the province and the demand under this head. It is indeed laudable ^ 
on the part of the administration to make handsome provisions for 
these pet babies. Indeed they require a^quate housing tending to 
better hygienic conditions an^ efficiency of the forces. Indeed palaces 
are a necessity for the force when the taxpayers are in*elad, ill fed, 
dying, through the ravages of malaria and kala-axar and living in 
huts with no attempt to look to their sanitation. The police buildings 
come up to nearly 8 lakhs of rupees, whereas a magnificent sum of one 
lakh for fighting malaria and another lakh for driving kala-asar 
scourge out of the province. 

(Here the member having reached the time limit had to resume 
his seat.) 

"i-15 r.M. 


BibU NALINIRANdAN BARKER: The Budget i>ie.sented by 
the Hon’lile Finance Member is in no way different from the large 
number of its predecessors. It is the same (»ld story of the mere 
currying «n of the routine administration with all its pomp and show, 
of the excuse of of funds, of tinkeiing with the problems of 

p(tpular uplift, and of self-eoiigratulation (Ui tlie ^oun(llless of tl)e 
fiiiunces as ivfiected in .suiplu>es wliicli ji(»\\evj'r leflect but little 
( I'cdit on their achievement. A perusal of the Ilon’hle Member’s speech 
and a scrutiny of the figures will leave cmly a feeling of disgust at the 
(iovernment’s inability to diseharge its most elementary duties to the 
people of the country. There is no provision based on a sound ami 
comprehensive scheme for arresting the pi-ogressive deterioration of the 
health and vitality of the people as also of the productivity of the 
land on which a large numl>er of our countrj men have to depend. The 
unemployment of the middle classes, which is a question of grave con-*' 
cem, has found no place in the Hoirble Finance Meml>er’s attention. I 
do not suggest that they are all po.ssible or easy of immediate solution. 
But is it too to expect from the MemlH*r who is in the exalted 
jKisHion of the custtHiian of the provincial finance to do something 
more than bringing the figures of the past blue and white books up to 
date without (laying any attention whatsoever to such urgent problems 
as are now staring us in the face? I would ask the Hon*ble Mr, Donald 
if as a British citisen he would tolerate it, if the British Parliament 
were presented with such a budget consecutively for years together and 
if the Finance Metnlier there had stated that expansion for geneiai 
health and w^l-being of the people x^ould mt be possible until the 
financial settlement^ was placed on a more satisfactory basis'*? He 



BTJDeET DISCUSSION. 


sure, as a British citiiea, would not only protest against .tl.hut 
iai||illd mdve heaven and enrih to turn out the Gkivernment whicl^ 
i^wed such unsatisfactory budgets. I thank the Honjble Finance 
Meinber for his candid confessionT^iat it would not be |>ossible for 
% hilt to do anything for the uplift of the people front their present 
stage of fK^veriy, disease and ignorance. But, Sir, from the point of 
view of the sufferers, can there be a more blatant admission of govern- 
mental incapacity? So the only fitting, comment "that could he made 
in criticising ^ budget ^>f this kind if the Government — ** If you 

can do no more than admit failure, loav^ it at least to those who are 
willing to make a good try Sir, we, the Swarajists, are charged with 
attempting to create a dead-lock in the Government. But has not a 
dead-lock been created in eveiy department, whether it be sanitation, 
education or economic improvement, by the action if not the policy also 
of the Government itself? 


I am not, of course, unaware of the difficulties (uiused by an unjust 
and inequitable financial settlement being i!n|M)sed upon us by the 
Mesttm Award which Sir Basil Blackett has said he can hold out no 
hopes to do away with. I admit that it is a serious strain on our 
financial resources and an effective baiidif ap to our pnigiess in every 
direction. I realise, Sir, that there can be no hope of larger resources 
being placed at the disposal of the pit»vincittl Government for true 
development and expansion work while the (.entrnl Government is 
allowed to persist in its wasteful, extravagant, unproductive ami ines- 
porisihle expenditure. It is only when a standard iiuperial expendi- 
ture strictly in eonf<»rmity with the ability of the Indian taxqmyer at 
large is fixed and made suhjext to the approval of the rej»resentativef 
of the people, (hat anything like adequate means can Iw available tf> 
the local Governments for expanding their development works in 
accordance with the needs of the provinces. But are we to be satisfied 
simply with throwing up our bauds in idle despair and saying that all 
progress in the ('ouiitr>* must l»e at a stand-still? We have Ut face the 
problem as it is without shirking or evasion. It is seldom that a real 
will fails to find the way. The present situation ciinnot -Im; said to 
shut out every fxissible docw jmpular amelioration. The difficulty 
lies not in the utter inqKtssibilily of the financial situation but in the 
soullessness of the present Government, its apparently callous indiffer- 
ence to the sufferings of the people. The representatives of the people 
on our side have no means of Jnvesting the Goveminent with a soul, 
of forcing one on them so to say. Had they felt for the pimple as they 
feel for themselves they could surely have found a way out of the 
difficulties that eoufront^ — nay surround them. When they set their 
heart on any project of their own, want mf money is not allowed to 
stand in the w»y, Tahv the Question of the inrreaiied pay of Ae 
superior services. Did lack of funds prove an eff«i*tive olistaiie? Dili 
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the OOTcniment take long to deriee way* and means in the case o 
•ay of their pet schemes? Have we not been presented again an. 

w ingenuity and Brncelike persis^ce o 

^ AddaiM-Wilhams w,th the Grtwd Trunk Canal prejeet. a costl. 

Wei- hndge acres* the Hooghly, a stone-faced cLncil Hall am 

**'*«“*»^ It is only when tk.y choo« 
^Iiberrtely to ignpre a. cause that the plea of ‘no money” i* pul 

fwward. The uplift of the jieople is of no concern to them. Thev 
have no comprehensive «heme for that pui-pose.' They follow a tinke;. 
tag eycwashing policy only. to. keep up appearances. Budget allot- 
menu are made for the natiop-building departments only to lapse for 
want of proper s..hemes. The rules with whi. h many of the grants are 

It*^*‘^l f" ® *'**''■ utilisation by fh<.se for whom thev are meant 

It IS edifying to note that e<lucation, sanitatren, agriculture, imlustries 
and ine.lical grants thus allowed to lapse .luring the lasf few years 
am..unte.l to about one cioie ..f rupees and went to build up a huge 
balan.e. If the unex,«.nde.l porti.m of these grants had l.een alh.we.l 

hIveTr r til* Parti<ular departments coul.l 

have derived some beneht from them, instea.l of the money going 
Simply to Hwell the g’eneral surplus, 

T "’""’f *" tlw* -'Peech of the Tlon’ble the Finan.e Memlier 

I fin, I he has treated us to what he woul.l cousi.ler a very illunZ ing 
oomparison ..f transferre.1 ex,H.nditurc in the present an.'l the mevl'ms 
years, and we are asked t.. feel elated at the eiiornmus increase of per 
entage under these hea.ls. We have no .l.mbt our own las f the 
educational and other nee.ls of this provin.e. „n.l we know how far 
horl of .,ur n...>.ls the present position is in spile of the high p,.r..entngre 
flashed by the llonble Member. .And we woul.l .•ompare the presftit 
figures wi h what we c.msi.ler they sh.ml.I be, rather than set them in .-on 
rust t.. a time when ..urlu.nefi.ent (}.,veinment did little'., r n., thing for 
the edm-ation of the public health of this pnivime. There is im Lin 
m thus taking . redit f..r the pereentage ..f increase in these ma Tern 
It may easjdy be seen that if the figures are compared to a time when 
he.e departments were not in existence at all, then we can pride our' 

reive* on the remarkable a.hievement ,.f « niathematicallv nfiX 
increa»e m fi^|idituiv. ** infinite 

I admit Sir. that the administrafion of law and oisler and in..; 

fr These departments have naturally 

hmn built up carefully ami steadily from the earliest timi»« w *♦* f 
administration. They have alrea/y obtained a ^d ^^L 
improvement in them towards efficiency cannot be attained by merely 
.p^ding more money. I.w and onl.r cannot be prw^'S ilXtj 
f^. Nor onn law and order be preeerved by pamnerinir tCm *- 
n^pben in which law and order can be preserved at n very renton 
able coft I. created «ly when the people offer tbeir willing 



BtnDGET BISCirSSION. 


7f 

ibe aatkorities. But the policy of coercing people to submiesion, of 
lading people conhned for unknown and unknowable oifeneee h not^ 
the proper means to create that atmosphere. So till the ^present poliey^ ^ 
is al^ndoned for one of candid ci^peration and trust any amount 
^pent will be an amount wasted in the quicksands of suspicion inii<h 
discontent. ^ 

Under these circumstances I feel the ncH'essify of an immediate ovoiV 
hauling of the whole •structure of the Oo\*ei'nment’s present linaiicial 
policy. A rigid economy and lelentless retrenchment should have our 
first attention. Our expendituies are too lavish not to admit of an 
all-round retrenchment. Kven at the rate of a saving of 5 per cent, all 
round we can set free say rupees fifty lakhs. In a budget of over 
Rs, 10 erores such saving of fifty lakhs is not at all an impossible 
achievement. I have luit the least doubt that even the pi-eseiit Ooveru- 
inent .can easily accomplish it if only they set their mind on it;, and 
if they should contend <»therwise I uttinii that this House will always 
be ill a position to show the way. 

Next, Sir, in making allotments for expenditure a clear and equit- 
able order of preference amongst the various items should have their 
foremost attention and <‘onsideration. Moneys are now s|H»nt f<»r a 
Rolls-Royce administration in a country of bullock-carts — though 1 
eoiicede a certain aiiojunt of pomp and slrnw have their place in uffaira 
of state — but these can well la* |>ost|H>ned to the moic urgent iieedH of 
the people. • 

By such measures of retrenchment and readjustment alone, if 
sincerely pursued, we -hall have amplified our resources for the initia- 
ti(»n of measurt's of fKipular relief. The amount that will he uvnilabla 
as a result of these measui*es may be utilised for expenditure on the 
crying needs of the iHMipIe, 1 am told by a competent authority that 
an annual exi>enditure of over Rs. 20 lakhs would he sufiicient to 
initiate a scheme of adequate public health organisation throughout 
the countiy’. The remaining amount can be used for the rwrvice of 
loans for the institutions of large schemes <if p<»pulnr amelipration in 
the 4®P®*dments of agricuku#, irrigation, industry and the like. 

Finally, Sir, it i» of utmost yiifjortance that no ntoney should he 
spent except in accoitlance with comprehensive pre-coiicetved schAnes 
which aie really beneficial to the people — os otherwise the expenditure 
cannot bring in full money’s worth and much of it needs must run 
to waste. It may be said, Sir, that (he amount that will be arailable as 
a result of these measures cannot have gone long towards solving all 
our problems of popular relief; for instance, no fM;*heme of an exteft* 
sive mass primary location can be financed from ibis as it will require 
a recairing expendiiure^of Ba. erores or thereilbout, 1 admit that 
in Mmh njiMMi wm will have to resort to fresh taxation under prcqmr 



14 


BUDGET raSCUSSIOH. 


imurn. 


Bafeguards when the acheme is approved hy th© representatives of the 
people. But before launching of any scheme of increased titxation 
we owe it to the people to' show them that we have tried all other means 
and have explored all avenues of retrenchment. I feel, Sir, that our 
caipacity to bear the burden Of more taxation has almost come to a 
bre^ng* point. But if such taxation is attended by coiSpensating 

f ensures calculated to increase the econoniic position of the tax-payer 
may be justified and become successful. 

It is a duty that eveiy member owes to his constituency and the 
whole country to see that Government is forced to carry but these 
measures uiid tlfe first step is thus .taken towards a piogressive ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the people of this province. All the constitu- 
tional weapons now in our possession should be pressed into service. 
We must be determined not to vote a pice unless Government agree to 
effect as early as possible an all-round retrenchment of not lesj} than 
Rs. 60 lakhs or thereabouts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Donald has given this House, and incidentally 
the whole country, the benefit of his ideas on the Ratio Question. This 
is neither the time nor the place to go into the details of that question. 
We all know how the contending parties have drawn themselves up 
for battle at Delhi, and Sir Basil has not yet ventui-ed out into the 
open. But what I should seriously deprecate is the attempt, as I see 
it, to bring in an element of threat into the settlement of the question. 
Mr, Donald has said that a change to the ratk> would necessitate a 
revision of the scales of salary to officers, on the ground that the lower 
ratio w«)uld bring alwmt a marked increase in the price of imported 
articles and generally imTease the cost of living in India. I ask if 
the iwommendatious of the I^ee (Commission were not made when the 
lower rate ruled more than the higher. If so I fail to see the justice of 
the claim which Mr, Donald is making on behalf of his compatriots 
in the country. Even if it were otherwise we know hf»w since the last 
revision was made the officials in India have been awarded princaly 
salaries, and any mluction in their real value would only tend to bring 
them to iiiort' equitable levels. , ^ 

Before T Wnliidude, Sir, I would say a word or two to two of our 
own members who have now be(M>me the honourable occupants of the 
benches opposite. It may In* that with the help of the new friends to 
his right and to his left, and before and behind him, Mr. Ghuxnavi 
will W able to solve the problem of music before mosques. But can 
be — does he care to — stop, from his seat, that other music, the 
music of hungry stomachs and diseased limbs and of ignorant minds, 
I do not say in the country* but at least in his own community P I 
do hope he wRi face that music calmly and wbdi a philosophic strength. 
B-dO p.ii. 
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B. Chakravarti may imt have by aotr asiitefMed what the Betdrms 
really worth; but he must have kuowii what a miuktershill is 
He must have felt the real nature of the Reforms when he aat 
tttUte and unmoved and all his own followers in the House clamoured 
lor the release of the chained patriots. It is worth a gcmd many 
thousands for nurses, but not a pie more, say for primaiy^ education, 
not a pie for removal of water scarcity. I need not swell the list. At 
least the budget presented l>efore the House does not show aven a 
streak of the new light that is said to have ilawned on the Hesponsivists 
who are out to extract sunshine out of the Reforms. 

The llon’ble the Finance Member is feeling evidently satisfied at 
the position in which he is able to leave the finances of this province. 
It seems to be particularly gratifying to him as the sands of his 
official career are fast running out. Doubtless when on retirement he 
blossoms out int<» the type of expert on Indian ttffaii*s with whic'h we 
are so familiar to our c(>st, he will dwell on these same surpluses us the 
l>est evidence of the contentment and pmsperity of the }>eople of Bengal 
and thus do his share in hampering and delaying the grant of further 
reforms to this country. This may not be the fM’casicm, Sir, to expirss 
these sentiments but whenever there is any official on the eve of retire- 
ment, we dread to think that soon there will he one more to swell the 
ranks of those philanthitipista who have their ow*n very peculiar way 
of proving true to the salt of this country. 

P.M. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA of NathipiirS 

Mr. President, Sir, I note that in the Budget before us, the Hon'ble 
the Finance Meiiil>er is as pursimoniotis as to the money, as you Sir, 
are tf) the time allotted to us for its discussion. It is nigh to impos- 
sible — unless one generialises — to survey the figures involving crores, 
in the brief space of a few' minutes. I shall, therefore, confine myself 
to one of tw'o outstanding features. 

The Ifon1)Ie Mr. Donald having to meet demand upon .demand on 
all sides, with little to sparef in his Exchequer, reminds one of the old 
woman who lived in a shoe, who had so many children that she did 
not know what to do. To misquote Shakespeare deliberatelyt the 
budget is a thing of shreds and patches**; something is put on here 
to education, there a little to forests and so on and so forth. What we 
lack is a definite policy and a definite meeting of that policy by allot- 
ments of fixed grants running over a series of years. Take the ease 
of pnmary education in Bengal, and one exposes «the patcli«irork policy 
of Oovemment. There is a sdmethint allotted to secondary and 
Hnivemty educatioa, Ihti prinlhry education, beyond the bit here and 
the bit there is woefully neglected. 
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we liliw JbAd^J undenitan^ in past Council, a full dress debate 
on^tbe primary education policy of the Goyemment. Tbe Ednoiiion 
Secretary adumbrated a BUf^; the question of a cess was discussed, 
then came the hiatus and eyeryone turned his head away. 

« 

The co-operative system in Bengal is another matter that should 
crave the more earnest attention of the Government, and funds should 
flow jpore liberally from the Gorernment coffers in that direction. The 
figures in the Budget Ihpw an increase in thf work, but I am not 
satisfled ipith that alone. Co-operation is doing well in Bengal; but 
We should jftxpect it to do much better. In Italy, in Germany, it is 
working wonders; In Bengal it but shows some progress. On the 
two main pillars, education and cd-operation, a good deal of tbe future 
welfare of Bengal must rest. 

The excise policy of tbe Government and the revenues arising 
therefrom I must protest against. To me it appears that to make 
money of the p<iisoning of other people and the ruin of their homes 
and families, is a matter that calls for serious attention, and is 
indefensible on any, but mercenaiy grounds. 

r note that the Hon ’hie Member is still in a state of trepidation, 
aliout the contribution from Bengal to the Imperial finances. While 
we discuss these things here in Bengal, they discus^ them there in 
Delhi. The Ilon’ble the Finance Member (d India, in his budget 
speech ret*eived only this day, has been graciously pleased to remit 
from Bengal, a non-recurring grant of Ks. 54 lakhs and a recurring 
grant of Rs. 9 lakhs, but (his should not satisfy us altogether. The 
remission is, however, only for a year ns already announced; but 
Bengal must not cease in its effoii«<, till this award, bused on an 
erroneous calculation of the finances of the province, is wiped off 
altogether. 

One healthy feature is noticeable in the Budget, the pnivision made 
for irrigation, in canals and in the widening of silted rivers. To me 
there ajipears more in this than what is connoted by tbe word ^ 
** irrigation We are constantly complaining of water-logged areus 
in the province, due to railw'ay embunkiieiv^s or tbe natural conflgura* 
tion of the A water-logged aiva is always the haunt of the 

auophele; hence the want of a thorfmgh system of drainage must not 
only lead to the loss of revenue, by cnipe being not sufficiently cultivated, 
but must also lead to the loss of human life by malaria and other such 
scourges — a loss that is beyond all computation in terms of rupees, 
annas and pies. 

One word more, Sir, and 1 am done, keeping well within ^e bounds 
of time and place. The lowering of the ratio of the mpee, in terma of 
English money-^ campaign organised *oy a few merchant capitnliite^ 
is another matter which deserves our undivided attention. Pe<q[de tnlk 






of the distress that would, ti^oo do th« dcrvrn*>t]foAdea^ fehaft^ if ' 
^ ratio was fixed at ISd. instead of all this soiindl <tosh^ 

a4ou one realises what little will go to the benefit of the tenant, after, 
the middleman has sucked dry all the profits that might accrue. 


The Hon’ble the Finance Member has shown in able terms, how 
Bengalis finances would suffer, fojf it would he possible for the Imperial 
Exchequer ^to demand her provincial oontrihution from Bengal if hich 
is but temporarily remitted. There are other directions as welb iu 
which the people of Bengal would suffer, and I earnestly Rop4 that the 
honourable members of this House would study ibis vexad question^ 
in order to support whole-heartedly the HouTde the Finance Member 
in his w'orthy efforts in this direction. 


With these fragmentary remarks, I offer the Hon'ble the Finance 
Member my congratulations, qualified though they l«* with the 
criticisms I have l>een constrained to make. 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Mi. President, 1 went 
thrf)ugh the speech of the Iloii’ble the F'iname Member in the hope 
of finding an indication of some definite jadicy of (Government laith 
on the resen’ed side as well as on the nutioii-buiiding department, hut 
to my utter regret I could only find the usual monotonous under* 
estimate of the reiTipts and over-estimule of the expenditui'e with a 
certain hulance at the end of the financial year which is unspent. 
However, I came across in the speech certain passages which deserve 
more than a passing notice. The Hon’ble the Finance Member has- 
said : “ So far it has l)een our experience that the depuHinenis have 

generally been unable to spend all that has lieen given them in the^ 
budget.” Again he has said : ” On the ex}K>iiditure side there are large 

savings, om'e more largely fnim inability to spend the money granted 
in the supplemental^’ estimates or to give effe4-t t<i schemes for which 
provision was ma<le.” The Hon’hle Member aci'ounts for this by 
saying: To some extent this has been due to our allowing lump 

provisions for new vheiiies in the tniiisferred departments before they 
were actually ready for execution, in the hojie that they would 
materialise during the yeirt-. ^But fre<|uently they have either failed 
to materialise during the year or Jaave been bmught into effect m lato' 
in the year that there were large savings.’* These admissions and*the 
reason which the Hon*hle the Finance Member has thought fit to 
give — though that is not the real reason — point to us certain ({lings,, 
and that is this, the inability to spend must either l>e due to total lack 
of initiative on the part of the Members of the Oovernment, and also,, 
if I may so, inefficiency; or it must be attributed to want of 
syni{Mithy and enthusiasm for the crying needs of the country. Its 
ei<l»r view of iJtui case^he Mc&ibers of the Goviranient stand seif* 
oQiMleiiined for not being aide to catty out schemet which would ooltw 



n 'v BUDGET SISDtrSsidN. [IstMab. 

«• 

the ciying problems o! the country, though they hare got money at 
their disposal When 14 lakhs of people are dying annually, when 
nil the hhaU and bhils are choked with water-hyacinth which damages 
the crops, kills the fish dnd renders drinking water undrinkable, we 
find the Hon’ble the Finance Member without an exptession of regret^ 
telling us that schemes for dealing with water-hyacinth and for the 
district public health organisation have not still come to fruition and 
there have been large savings in connection with these two schemes. 

I think I will be characterised as an obstnicHonist, if not a revolu- 
tionary, if I say that the Government has signally failed in the per- 
formance of one of the elementary dutie.s of providing for these needs 
which do not allow waiting a day longer than it is necessary. I do 
not know when Government will begin to realise that it is its para- 
mount duty to frame bold schemes to tackle these problems instead cf 
tinkering with schemes here and there, upon which they are sitting 
tight in some instances from -1 to 10 yeai-s without taking any action. 

I ask what chances there are for the people unless you can mend or 
•end the system in which only red-tapisin counts, in which the 
only expenditure that can be readily provided and spent is what will 
benefit the already top-heavy administration or exjienditure that may 
servo to temper the steel frame of the British administration. The 
Chancellor of the Kxchecjuer of England and the Finance Memliers 
generally are congratulated on the dexterity they show in relieving 
the people’s burden. I regret that none of the previous speakers have 
congratulated the Finance Member for his performance in this respect. 

I am afraid the members of this House have not carefully studied the 
budget to find out that Budget statement is not wanting in merit 
in this respect. If the Members will kindly look at page 19 of the 
Budget statement, Civil works, head -lO, they will find that correspond- 
ing to the increase in pay and emoluments of the superior services 
there has been a reduction in the rent payable by the oflicei*s of the 
superior services, mind you, with retn)si)ective effect, so that there is 
aoine remission of some people’s burtlen though it may be the burden of 
the sm)erior servi(*es, leaving the pimrer people in the lurch as regi^dfs 
this matter. 

345 P.u. 

We find that in giving effect to this reduction of rent of the superior 
eervices there has been a decrease of Rs. 61,OO0 on the receipt side 
nnd a refund of Rs. 1,04,000 has been made to the members of the 
heaven-born services. I should certainly be called an obstructionist, 

1 suppose, if 1 do not appreciate such relief in preference to the 
poorer classes,,Of when 1 urge that the heavy cost of administration 
ehould first of all *be retrenched before any buch relief is given. Sir, 
ihe hoRowneas of ^e budgeh—I was almoet going to say the delibmte 
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^Sjjtortion of the btidfifei statement — ^is nowhere more apparent than at 
10 of the Hon’ble the Finance Member’s speec^h. Conveniently 
^^oring the incessant demands for retrenching the expenditure on 
administration and police, the Hon ’hie the Finance Member has 
indicated the small percentage of increase in these departments and 
then the^on’ble the Finance Member gives us a catalogue of the i>er* 
centages of increase in the different nation-building departpients. 
We should rather haje been pleased if the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member had indicated what is the fK^n^entage of ex]>enditure under 
these heads to the total revenue and how does it compare with the 
expenditure incuned under these heads in the different civilised 
t^ountries. That would have been more enlightening than these figures 
of percentage. 

Then let us proceed to examine in detail uftei leaving aside the 
percentages some of the provisions. May I turn to the Industries 
Department first? We find the pimisiim of a magnificent sum of 
Rs. 12,000 for the development of industries in the pi-ovinee of Bengal! 
It must be the most creditable achievement and it must be a matter of 
the greatest congratulation that the province of Bengal can think of 
spending Rs. 12,000 for the development of industries of Bengal. I 
wonder when the Hon’hle the Finance Member had provided that 
magnificent sum if he did not think that some of it even will remnin 
unspent at the end of the year. Then there are tlie total provisioiki 
for industries amounting to Rs. 5,42,000 besides that Rs. 12,000, It 
will appear that the remainder is taken up in grunts-iii-aid and scholar* 
ships and contributions towards the technical and industrial schools. 

I may, however give this House a statement of the exact |KMtitioii of 
the ttH'hnical and industrial schotds and then leave it to the House 
to consider how that magnificent percentage tells. In 1024 there were 
94 tfH'hnical s<’hools as against 55.(M)1 <'ultural institutions. The total 
number of pupils receiving education in the technical sfduiols was 
5,061 against 20, 562, (KM) students receiving cultural education and not 
knoadng after finishing their education where to go, what to do and 
how to earn their liveli}uM)d. The exjienses that (Jovernniont incur 
on the tenchniral schrads anloutit to Rs. 2^19,755 as against an ex^yendi- 
ture of Rs. 1,27,45,000 for ordinat|y genetal education, so that the high 
the percentage of increase in the Industries Department really means this. 

I do not know why the Government i^annot see that if this is the policy, 
it is vain for them to expect that dissatisfaction will cease, it is vain 
for them to expect that it will lie able, by increasing the police 
expenditure, to keep law and order and to keep people satisfied 
with the Government and its doing. If Government is seriously 
anxious to ensure peace and order and not to pursue the policy of 
reipression in order to stHke ten^r, the sooner the Oovemment begina to 
^ to aoive the problem of unemployment by developing indnsti^ and 
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industrial education, by removing starvation by Helping tbc agricul- 
turisin and the sooner they make liberal provision and really begin to 
take action to save a dying nation by sanitary measures against pre* 
ventible diseases and . by providing medical aid to the sick and to the 
poor the better for themselves. I can assure the Government that the^ 
dissatisfaction of the people and ijie revolutionary activities )S^here they 
do exist are not nearly half as much due to the agitation of politicians 
as they are due to the extravagant expenses of Government in adroin> 
istration, especially the police administration, to the callousness of 
Government to the crying needs of the country and unless you tackle 
these problems the Government will be assiduously helping in digging 
its own grave sooner than its opponents can do it. 

There is only one other significant fact that I wanted to draw 
attention to and it was this. I shall stand corrected if I am wrong in 
my statement. I find in scanning the statements in the budget and 

by a comparative study that a very significant 

H-54 p.M. 

(Here the member having reached the time limit had to resume his 
seat,) 

[8-65 P.M.] 

MiUlvi ABUL KA8EM; Sir, a com]>laint has Wn made that no 
^ugrattilutions were offerwl to the Hon’hle the Finance Member, I, 
Sir, beg to offer my humble congratulations to him on his spewh with 
Hhicj) he intrti<luce<l the Budget, altluMigh unfortunately 1 could not 
follow it when it was deliver<‘d. But I had the advantage of reading 
the llim'ble Meml)er's sjieech at leisure and I find, Sir, the business 
talent of a Scotchman visible in that sj>eech — in the beautiful 
window-dressing, to w’hich the budget has been subjected. The 
grants, whether small or big, to Education and other allied 
subjects have l>een placed in brilliant and c<doured showKjases, 
whereas greater sums—I may say lavish and generous expenditure ou 
other branches- -have l>een placed in back shelves. Sir, what I fini 
most remarkable in the tinitnees of this province is that since the 
introductiuu the Iteforms fresh taxation has been introduce!] and 
iiu{K>«ed on fne pe<iple not for any ,new measure but to carry on the 
ordinary exfienses of administration, and while we have seen with 
pleasure and gratification that in the Government of India the Finance 
Member has been able to uniformly reduce taxes year after year and 
these reductions have been in many cases of a substantial nature, we 
find it difficult in this province to make the two ends meet even for 
our ordinary expenses. I know, Sir, that *our revenues are not very 
elastic, I know« Sir, that the Meston Award is being resented as unfair 
and unjuat to'this^province but at the same^lime I think that if the 
Oovemment put tlil^ir heart into it they can direct their expensea in 
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a channel aa will raiae the tax-jmying capacity a! the people^ 
I^am not <Mie of thoee who hold that the incidence of taxation in thit» 
omintry i» very high but I hold that the tax-paying CApaoity of the 
people is very low and that in the interest of the province aa well aa 
ein the interest of Government it is desirable that the tax-paying capa- 
city of the i)eople should be increased.^ iHow Is that to be done? That 
is to be done by improving our eilucation and spreading it and by 
introtlucing industries and one of the ways of introducing the indus- 
tries is technical instnibtioiis to which reference has just been maile. 
One thing remarkable about the Bengal GovenimentV attitude in 
distributing money and which has attracted my attention is - 1 am 
8|teaking of the present Government- -to favour cities at the ex|)eniie 
of villages. They have always lieen generous in their grunts to urlwu 
areas where the convenience of civilisation is available to the jiei^ple, 
I submit, Sir, that the people who reside in towns are ru*her and more 
affluent <H)inpuratively speaking than the people who live in village.s. 
And what has lieen the result? The villagf‘s are gradually gifting 
dejMipulated. Sir, we hear of ulwentee landlonls, hut what are the 
rc^isons for the absence of the landlords from their tenitorial jHisses- 
sions? The remain is that in the cities they find convenience of life 
more suitable for them than in villages. There they are subjectinl to 
iiiulariu, they find difficulty in getting gtHsI <irinking-water and the 
faiulities for iuedi(*ul help. T submit, Sir, that the rural area should 
W the juimary consideration of Government. I do not of course 
grudge the cities the help they get fn>m (Government, but I think the 
cities can help themselves, and the villages cannot. Who arw tlvP 
villagers? The jieople who live in the villages am the people who 
provide the wealth <»f the province ami they sui»ply you with your 
KkxI and you want to iieglwt them. That is not fair. 


f4 I'.M.] 

\ow 1 have neither the inclination nor the time to refer to in 
detail the various items in the Budget and I do not like to travel over 
the grounds which have been travellwl liefore. 1 would however refer 
to certain matters in which I and my electorates are concerned- 4 
mean the <|iiestion of Muhwnitadan education. I regret to find that 
in the budget scheme for the proposed play-ground for the Islamia 
College has not found a place, altbougb it has received administrative 
sanction. Sir, for the intellectual recreation and culture of Mwdim 
boys a proposal was ripe for providing an accommcxlation for the 
Muslim Institute which is now located in too dark rooms in a comer 
of the Madrassah school. I know also that there was a propwjal for 
providing acbolarsbips for two Muhammadan boys for adncation in 
lEnrope. But all these have not found a ^lace in the Budget* Thetii 
Sir, some 1.1 years bacin when € happened to be# a Member of th# 
Bengal Legislative Council, I aaked from my aeat in that Emm lor 
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Qovernm«ut grants tor hostels for Muhammadan bo^ in the mufaasal 
and I wa« told by the then Director of Public Instructioi^ that 
attempta were being made to provide for these hostels as funds per- 
mitted. But 13 years have gone by and we find very little progress 
has been made in this direction. No doubt in this year’s Budget 4 
there is a provision for the hostel in Chittagong and the Muslim Hall 
at Dacca but one of these afieets'only the Dacca University and not 
the Department of Education. 1 agree in general with the remarks 
of my friehds about the canyiug out of the recommendations of the 
Mukherji Committee, although with one aspect of the report of that 
Committee I unfortunately do not agree. The rec;ommeudations were 
good but one of them — the deprovincialization of educational institu- 
tions is one with which I do not agree. I think education is the most 
important question with which Government have had to deal. And 
it is unfortunate that Government have accepted that recommendation — 
at least they have shown the inclination towards accepting it. ^ But 
if they do so, they would be shirking their responsibility in this matter. 

Sir, I would refer to another matter. It is about the abolition of 
the post of the Director of Public Instruction. I think the Director 
of Public Instruction should not bury himself among files in the 
Seiretariat. If he is to be worth his salt he should go through the 
College and see the institutions for himwdf. For that work we want 
the Director of Public Instruction to remain. There are, however, 
oiluT s<uirceK of retrenchment. AVhy should there l>e 6 Deputy Inspec- 
tois-Generul of Police why 8h<nil<l there b<‘ half a dozen Cabinet 
jTinisters The woik <*an l)e d(me by two Executive Councillors. 
But I insist the department of education should be fully equipped anti 
should never run short either of otiicers or of men. 

Sir, a g(HMl (leal has Iwii said ulnjut agriculture and that at the 
present moment the Hoyal Commission is sitting investigating our 
agricultural system. It consists of men with ex|)ert knowledge. But 
as a humble man I think there are two things which urgently require 
attention and they are drainage and irrigation. I think the Goven^ 
ment of Bengal insteatl of trying doubtful pxi>eriiueuts provide for 
inigatioii and drainage, 'agricultural con.iit*on in Bengal will without 
any dmibt ili|iiove to a very large extent. I am glad that after all 
some move has been made for the Duniodar Canal scheme. Thfrt 
sikeme — or rather a bigger scheme than this — was promised to us by Lori 
liOnaldshay and we were told that drainage and irrigation schemea 
for at least three districts of Burdwan Division would be complMed 
in a veiy* short time. After all these years, I find that Baianaswar 
and Damodar schemes have found a place in this year’s budget aa4 
provisions have been made f^r them. I would, however, draw the 
attentuHi of tlie Revenue Department ^ the that another fcheme 
for the drainage a|id irrigatiem of the area which runs on both sidea 
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Ajid river, has become as much a necessity. Sixty square miles 
til lertile land has been allowed to remain fallow for 30 years hy 
Gd^mmeni, I am told that in 1793 the Government decided to give- 
up the embankments and shook themselves off from the rec^nsibility 
sof maintaining them. But the fact remains that the 60 square miles 
of knd aae remaining fallow unfertile till to-day on account of the- 
inundations of these rivers. Rivers are allowed to he silted u|> because 
of railway bridges and* embankments. These rivers have been in 
existence for thousands tif years and they never silted up Wore. What 
has become of the Saraswati river? It has silted up Wause of the 
railway embankments. I admit that railways are a necessity but when 
YOU allow the railway to construct bridges you must take sufficient 
measures to see that the flow of the river is not at all interfennl wuth. 
.Sir, I would not go any further into the details of this year’s budget 
but before 1 sit down I will make one more remark. 1 have found 
in these two days — as a new man it has suiprise<l me — that the atten- 
dance at these meetings is very thin. The reason to my mind is that 
lieople both inside and outside the House, so far us the pna^eedinga 
of the Bengal Legislative Council Are concerned, have come to realiso 
that criticisms of the financial statement have as much force on the 
counsels of Government as those electric fans up above and therefore they 
take very little interest in them. That is the reason of the thinness of 
the House hut if we are to work here and if we aiv to be of any s<‘rvico 
wc e?;pcct that any critiii^rus that we may make should receive wle- 
(juate consideration at the hands of the Ooveniment and thero should 
he no cauw for complaint of (he indifference with which our ques- 
tions are answereil and resolutions disposed of. My experiwice in the 
last Legislative Council ami of the Legislative Assembly ha# been 
quite different. With these lemarks I beg to resume my ^leat. 

(At 4-10 P.M. the Omncil was adjourned for 10 minutes.) 

(The Council re-assembled ut 4-25 r.M.) 

* pabll SURENOflA NATH BISWAS: Sir, after strenuous effort# 
for several days I have bw^ l^ble to your pfTinission lo s{)eak 
to-day. I mean to sjieak only and not to make a sjieech. 

i§ 

»Sir, ill these few days of my Council life, I have eanie<i fh#- 
experience that we are here only to decorate the seats. R|NKdttth>n#r 
if we have the fortune of moving and carrying, have no chance of 
being given effect to if they do not meet with the approval of the 
buvenucraCy. Budget is no doubt placed before u# for diacusaion but 
we can do nothing except giving our opinion as to ita framing. ‘Ww 
may relentlmly criticise the Budget yef the Finance Member will 
remain safe^in mu seat- -imt catid|r for the cntieiiinn bediuse, he knolrw 
we have no nowet exceot exhauttinir oW auner in the air. ^ 
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Sir, had we been giren the opportunity ol putting" in our suggee- 
tione and had we been giren the power of modifying the Budget 
according to our auggestions then of courae there might, have been 
some jufttification in apanding time and enjoying over our Budget 
diacuaeion. But I see there ia no auch opportunity nor any auchw 
lK)wer given to us. The other day we were invited to send 4n resolu- 
tions — ^three per head. We were very glad of it and duly sent in 
our rescdutions. But to our misfortune none of the resolutions except 
two only could be moved. The time allotted fbr non^officiul business 
was so limited that it was mockery to invite ua to put in resolutions 
and then take the plea of no time and deny ua the right and oppoiv 
tunity of moving the same. Now, Sir, insult has been adde<l to injury 
by inviting us to discuss the Budget which means nothing but fruit- 
less expression of opinion. Practically si>eaking, the Finance Member 
bas by presenting the Budget asked for our certificates. If we say 
the Budget has l>een well planned he will certainly be veiy much 
pleased but if we raise our voice and de<*ry it he will turn a deaf ear 
to our outbursts. That being the {Hisition, I think I should give the 
Finance MemlsT a good certificate and say that what he bas done 
is the only thing that we can expect from a faithful rcprestmtative of 
an alien Government. 

Sir, I have no complaints against the Finance Member as the other 
hon’hle meml)ei*s have made for his treating the nation-building 
<<lepartments like a step-mother. But I have one question to put to 
him- “wliy has he provide<l money for meeting the expenses of these 
few meetings of this (\>uiM*iiy If instead of s|w*ndiug money over 
this mock show the amount wouhl have Wen distributed amongst the 
Hon ’hie Membf^m of the Extuuitive ('ouncil and the llon’hle Ministers 
that might have l>een Wtter spent. Thos<* gentlemen might have 
promised to spend some }H>rtioti of that money for charity and some 
poor men might have Wen Wnefited by it. In my opinion the money 
spent for our attending the Council meetings, sf>ecially Budget discus- 
sion, is Wing mis-sjuntl. r i ^ j 

8ir, I am* really serious in this matter. If we have coioa 
4ci some work we should W given the %<o;>e for doing so.. As I see 
now s(ieech-iltMing is the only bus^ess that has been pcpvidad'lor 
aia in do. The deliveiy* of speeches io the Chamber and reading those 
4ft]i||SeeWs.«^n the newspajiers may be good re{>orts to some b}|i" Hiai 
^oes ii6t sniffy tl^e millions whom we have the honour to represent. 
When we sought election we advanced good mkny promises of doing 
substantial work in the Council but our promises have in these few 
days been proved to liave been falsely made. Not to speak of ns, 
the posttioii o^f all the co-of^rationista is the same. Sia» ' wo lure all 
eaihi&g in the same boat so far a# our ftiiitlesa spd&cli-maldliig ia 
«onceriM:t^* 
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Anotlier pMt is tkat GoTernment want us to eoH»perat«» but in wbat 
we to co^>perate? ts our co-operation sought in any wayf I 

( 4 ^ TM.] 

• Tlit»re is no scope for co-operation except by voting for Ministers’ salaries. 
That is the only scope for co-operation. In other respects we are here 
to sit like show toys to open our lips for the mere fun of the thing. The 
other day a few friends of mine who were in the visitors’ gallery asked 
me whether they came here to see a theatre. I said “ Yes ”, we are 
here only to play the parts of false Ministers and false Councillors but 
no reality. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Hiswas, are you dim'ussiug the Budget? 

BMni SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Yes, Sir. What 1 am 
saying has some relevance to the Budget. My point is thot if Govern- 
ment is really serious to seek our help let them provide sufficient scope 
and time for us to give our suggestions and move our resolutions — let 
it be even one per head-^we will not mind, but let those suggestions and 
resolutions lie allowed to be moved and if they are an^epted they should 
l>e given effect to, ami the budget be framed or revised accordingly. 
So long as such provision is not made if is sheer insult to us to akk us 
to discuss the Budget. 

With these words I resume my seat. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, this is the seventh 
Budget that I have the privilege to discuss in this House. As this 
is going to be the last present of the Hon ble Mr. Ilonald^o this C/OUnciJ, 

I am half inclined not to subject it to anything like close criticism and 
disturb the 8elf-<oin place nt attitude with which the Finance MemW 
apparently contemplates his own achieviiients but I feel compelled to 
join issue with the Finance Memlier on iiioie than one observation 
eu^bodied in his Budget speech. i ^ 

"^The Mon’ble the Finance MeinW has started this tim^ with a ftate- 
inent of his experience tbatetl# departments have generally lieen unable 
toi^t^efid aU^hat they have been given in the Budget and he has account- 
ed for it by saying that the nfew schemes ip the transferred departnieiiti 
dicf M materialise during the year. It is no doubt a tih» 

the efficiency of the administrators of the tiwnsfgr*»d^di^liHln#nte but 
we see that overestimates were made -year after year under many a 
reserved head also, specially in years in which the recommendations of 
the tee Commission had to be given effect to. We believe even after 
“ a filter*' insight into the working of* the department# ’’ hat been 
gained, overesrimates will not Ite ,a thing of the past se far 
rate, the reserved departments are concerned. As an eniiBi|dl of the 
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new ** insight ** that has been gained, Ibe Finance Member has gi^en 
ns the result of the comparison of the acttials of total receipt and 
expen diture of 1925-26 with the revised estimates for that year. Had 
the^tualrijeeii compared with the sanctioned estimates for the year 
the magnitude of the difference would have given us an exact idea of 0 
the new “ insight ” gained. I^et me give the figures below : -7 


Total Receipts 
Total Expenditure 


Sanctioned. Revised. 


Actuals. 


Rs. Rs. Be. 


10.45.16.000 

10.60.39.000 


10,60,21,000 

10,46.60,(00 


10.70.60.000 

10.81.07.000 


On the contrary this gives us the secret of the accumulation of the large 
balance — which the Hon'ble the Finance Member has been able to pile 
up by what turns out to be systematic inflation of the estimates. 

Now, coming to the current year the Hon’ble Mr. Donald makes 
some very gloomy forecasts. His present estimate is, what with trade 
depression, the communal riots and the fall in the price of jute, that 
Stamps ” will yield Rs. 26 lakhs less than the sanctioned estimates, 
‘‘ Judicial Stamps ” Rs. Ijfi lakhs less and “ Non-Judicinl ” Rs. 12 lakhs 
less than the budget estimati^ for the current year. How is it then that 
the allied head of “ Registration ” is not influenced by these cirt'uin- 
sfaiutes and the Finance Member on revision expects as much revenue as 
he anticipated lust Marche In any case I suppose that his revised 
estimute of Stamp receipts errs on the side of over cautiousness. On 
the whole, however, inspite of defective realisation of Rs. 20 lakhs on 
the revenue side, this year is expected to close with a larger balance aa 
a saving of Rs. d7 lakhs is estimated on the expenditure side including 
saving of almut Rs, lakhs under head “ Education ”, ul)out Rs. 
lakhs under head ” Medical ”, Rs. 2J lakhs under head ” Public 
Health ”, about a lakh under head ” Agriculture ” and half a lakh under 
head ” Industries ” — fit subjects for retrenchment indeed! 

Regarding the coming year the Finance Member’s optimism esti- 
mates the receipts under ” Stami>s ” at alx»ut Rs. 10 lakhs less than th^ 
actual of 1925-26. Will the ri^s, reduced jute price, slump in trade 
eemtinue well up to the end of the next fiivtiu^dal year or is it a far^t that 
the very taxation have been reached so far as ” Stamps ” is 

concprnwiy Has the suri'eptitious revision, of Registration fees also 
made the meipts 8 tatiohy*yl^^ Does then “Excise” and exploitatioa 
of vice rem^Un the onl^v expanding source of revenue!^ 

The Hon’ble the FinaiuMi Member has prefaced his proposals for 
expenditure in 1927-28 with a reference to the diflumlty of securing 
funds for new expenditure of a recurring character. To solve the very 
difficulty, the (Government imposed three new taxes anif^^recently 
tapped anothhlr^ revenue head by reviling th% Registiuiion fee ratee 
behind the back of4he Council. Yet, Sir, all the proceeds of the new 
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liave been swallowed up by what is called tl>e nonual inereaiMK of 
iplpeiiditure of the departments and no new and substantial work of 
^ion«building has been undertaken save and except a few sops offered 
and there. The Hon’ble the Finance Member thinks that new 
• schemes involving recurring expenditure may be undertaken by “ uioiu 
accurate estimates of expenditure and curtailment wherever possible. 
May we ask, Sir, how far effect has been given to the ultimate ret^ora* 
mendation of the Retrenchment Committee that “ what remains after 
the provision of the essential services “ to Ih* caiTied out at a mini* 
mum cost ** — ** should be devoted to the development of the nation- 
building department The Hotride the Finance Member has been 
avoiding of late the publication of the comparative (able showing the 
expenditure on the reserved and the transferred sides. That table used 
to be given before but is now withheld. The explanation (hut he has 
given for it is certainly not convincing. On the contrary (he line of 
argument based on perc entages of increase in expenditure under c ertain 
reserved and transferred heads that he has adopted may give us an idea 
of his sense of humour hut cannot convince us that justice has lieen or 
is Wing done to the nation-building departments. The expenditure on 
such reserved heads as “ General A^lmiiiistrutioh^^, .V^dministratiou 
of Justice ” and Police ” is estimated and incurred by crorfti, whereas 
the expenditure on nation-building departments, such as Medical, Publio 
(lealth, Agriculture and Industries, with the solitary exception of 
Education, is estimated and incurred only by a few lakhs. To say, 
therefore, (hat expenditure on 5fedical has increased by 52 |)er cent, 
and that on Agriculture by 19 per cent, whereas the expenditure on 
General Administration has increased by 10 per cent, and that on Police 
by II J i>er cent, without disclosing what proportions of the total pro- 
vincial expenditure are covered by these heads is at best bluff and a 
ridiculous attempt to carry' <onvictioii to a people dying for want of 
adei]uate measures of sanitation and steeptul in the darkness of ignoranc'e. 

In his introductory spee<*h the Hon’ble the Finance Memlier ha-i 
announced the pitiposal of new expenditure on revenue account to the 
tune of Ks. 41 lakhs of which Hs. PlJ^kbs is of recurring and Its. 28 
lakhs of a non-recurring character. But there also he has* not been 
pleased to indicate how- it ft cTistributed or what will the share of the 
transferred departments in this pew' expenditure lie. The Finance 
Member has also indicated tffat new ex|ief»ditliM of Rs. 45 lakhs wdir be 
incurred outside the revenue accounts. Some new irrigation projects 
will be taken in hand. Well and good. I enquire why luch 

schiienies as the Bulli Bil Scheme on wlileh^tli^ Government is labonring 
for yai^ have not been taken in hand and bow long will the impai 0 it 
regarding^ such widely advertised anti-itialarial projects as the Nowi- 
Sunthi will con^nuef * ' * 

Now paasiiig on to th/consideration of the detaiHd provisions undar 
different heads what do we see? We notice that to ensure conteniQieiit 
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au<] Improvement in the genera] health and efficiency of the police force 
it ia proposed, Sir, to apend just Ra, 4 lakhs more than the revised 
estimate, whereas to ensui:e better public health of the whole of Bengal 
it is proposed to reduce the current budget estimate under the hea# by 
Rs. lakhs in the next year. If malaria continues unchecked in the 
province the best remedy the Government thinks is to reduce ihe grant 
for quinine by Rs. 30,000, t.c., 20 per cent, and if kala-asar is thriving 
in the rural areas the provision for anti-kala-azar campaign should, in 
the opinion of the Government anxious to secure Ministers, be reduced 
by at least Rs. 10,000 and for anti<cholera work no funds peed be 
provided. 

Quite on a par with the provisions for public health is the provision 
for the Medical Department, At about Rs. 4 lakhs (3*70 thousand) 
less has been allotted to the department than was provided for it in the 
budget estimate for the current year. Even the revised amount has 
been further revised by the reduced provision of a lakh. As the Hon*ble 
the Finance Member is sure that he and his government “ have met all 
the present demands for grants to hospitals and for medical purposes 
they are, on revised estimate, going to effec t a saving of Rs. 1,70,000 
under fhe Hub^jheads *aud are^lurther going to relieve their much 
pbligitf^ «*olfeague, the Hon'ble Minister, of all undue anxiety by pro- 
viding Rs. 2 lakhs less giunt (less than the budget estimates for 1926'27) 
for hospitals and dispensaries and also by reducing the budget grants 
for medical purposes for 1927-28 by almost exactly the same amount 
as the pay of an Uon’ble Minister. I do not forget that in some cases 
grants have l)een restored but not the grants at the disposal of the 
Ministers hut that available to the divisional commissioners and district 
magistrates for distribution of patronage to loyal men and areas. 

But we probably fail to note the statement of the Hon'ble the Finance 
Member that the Education Department “ has again l>een very fortmiate 
and once more a distinct advance has been made What ivS the great 
good fortune which is supposed to have l»efalleu this department in 
charge of the Education of 8 per cent, and the illiteracy of 92 per cent, 
of the [leopleP Why on revision it is estimated that it will spend Rs. 1^ 
lakhs more than the sanctioned amount |pn the current year and put in 
Rs. 120^ hjishii of expenditure instead of Rs. 1|71 lakhs, the actuals of 
192^-26. Further, thert^ can be no» doubt that the department . will 
make a distinct Jidvauce when in place oJ[„tlie budget grant of Rs. 122 
lakhs for 1926-27 the budget estimate ^ for 1927-28 under this head 
is proposed to be incj*eased to about Rs. 126 lakhs, i.«., by 3 per cent. 
The Hon'ble Ministers sbotdd certainly feel thankful that there ii^eo 
much evidence in the budget of the sincere anxiety of thja Rx^utive 
Government to make the reforma a success. They oughHilso ip mnem* 
;^b«r that Ihe spending rapacity iheor^^ has just been Inooied by their 
kxm'ble colleague ^ charge of the Finance D^partAient in anticipaiioii 
of the responsive co^ppecntion that is likely to be secured from them. 



BTrUOST DlSCigSSlOK. I 

Hon'ble the Finance Member has made pointed nterenoe to th. 
Igncial grrMte for Mnhi^madan education— with what object he knows 
may I while dealiiig with this head why no provision hm 

m^e Ihr giving effect to the recommendations of the Sanskri 
College CoiuinitteeP 
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As regards the concluding n»marks of the Hon’ble the Finanw 
Member on the exchange ititio. I consider it a good fortune on hi« 
part. Sir, that under the Council Rules the budget s]>eech of thf 
hinauc^ Member has not got to come thnmgh the Ix^gislative Depart- 
ment, for I am sure this in.rtum of the sjM^ech would have been con- 
sidered not a matter of i>rovincial ctmeern and hence rejwted. I am, 
therefore, not disposed to follow him into the domain (»f currency and 
exchange as I think the question will Ihj best dealt with by the repro- 
sentatives of Bengal in the Legislative Assembly. As a\nember of 
the subordinate government it may W the business of the Hon’ble 
the h lunnee Member here to canvass support for the viows of Sir Basil 
Blackett, hut I believe we are not called upon to commit ourselves to 
the subject, and I would, therefore, coucludo my speech with this 
observation only that whatever may the-Wnifiely uf the (ioveni- 
meut as an employer or a purchaser of stores, our anxieties, i^ixl 
being had to the pres(*nt position of India, are more for the wealth 
and resources of this much exploited untioii and the growers of the 
raw materials of a predominantly agricultural eoiintry the dumb 
millions whom we have come here to rejirescnt in this Vouneil nnd 
if the Hon ble the Finance Memlier is prepare<l to prove with refer- 
ence to all available facts and figures that the ratio will be 

to the advantage of this country, we are rea<ly to hear him on the 
subject, hut certainly not on this but on a different occasion. 


Mf. 4m CAMPBELL FORRESTERS Sir, I have listened to the 
various criticisms ma<le against the Budget - very onlinarv criticisrai 
and what we hear every year. I may say the same of the Budget: 
it is a very ordinary Budget, but perhaps in saying that I am paying 
it A cpmpliment a|S it leaves ♦ittle for criticism. I am glad that onc6 
a year, we have this oppoi-fuiiity when the budget comes along of aiVw 
ing our i>er«onaJ grievances against the Government. It gives a fine 
latitude, you can roam all over thc^ affairs of Govemmeni, and I, like 
others, take the opjH>rtuiil!v and Vome aton^ with my hardy annual, 
k|e Midnapore lejier colony. I have been looking through the budget-^ 
peth^ not too carefully -but I do not see anything there budgeted 
for the Midn^re leper colony. Now, Sir, I wonder if they are still 
leatcbing for %ater as this has been tbiir e^Eciiie in the |^t for not 
making H i^rogress; if wafer eanBot be found and Jdiie site is nnsuttali^ 
then for goodness* sake sell this site and biy attoiher. 
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Tbao I luiTo another hardy annual grievance, and that is the beggar 
problem. Well, Sir, only last year I spoke on this subject and my 
honontable friend, the Maharaja of Nadia, in that fine c^ivating way 
of his put me off my fighting form by informing me thiw the Govern- 
ment was advised that a committee had been formed by the Corpora- * 
tion and that that committee was considering the whole problem and 
everything would be rectified. Being Scotch and cautious, and not 
anxious to hurry matters I waited for twelve months, and only a 
fortnight ago I put a question to the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Cori)oration asking “ What progress has this committee that has been 
fonned through the efforts of Government done or is going to do?” 
And, Sir, this is the reply I received : “ Thai the committee appointed 
by the Corporation to investigate the question of vagrancy in the city 
were not inclined to accept the view that the Corporation had any 
direct rcsimnsibility in the matter”. Now, Sir. here we are in a 
curious }M>sition: here is the CoqKwation declining liability and here 
is the (lovernment declining liability. Well, I call the l)eggar prob- 
lem a nuisance: it seems to lie a nuisance to both those public bodies. 
Neither of these public IkkIich seem to have any desire to tackle this 
urgent problem. Does that mean that the citixens of this city are 
to go on putting up with this unsiitisfactory state of affairs much 
longer? Well, Sir, T think it is time that the Government woke up 
to the fact that the ineinl>ers of my parly— the Europeans are now 
awake and they have made up their minds to take an active part in 
politics : they are no longer going to l)e re<‘Ognised as mere individuals 
at the end of telephone. They are going to make propositions and 
they are going to see them carried out. I hope the Hon^ble Mr. Donald 
with his usual energv' and ability will not make it necessarv’ for m0 
to bring this hardy annual up again next year. 

Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERilEA: The ex})emliture of the 
Government of Bengal for the ensuing year, on the revenue account, 
ami including the repayment of loans to the (Government of India, js 
estimated to exc‘et*d the income by nearly Its. lakhs. The Finan^ 
Memlter will j)ei‘haps object to my calling this a deficit budget. But 
1 am afraid his intentions. ex<‘ellent though they may l)e, will not alter 
facts. ‘ 

This excess of exfienditure over income is proposed to Ire met by 
drawing uimti the balances. In past years, I have raised by voice 
against the policy of dissi{>atiiig the hoiaurH?s. To-day I feel bound to 
do so DU<‘e again. A large balance is always a source of temptation to 
the spending deixirtiuents. and leads to wasteful expenditure. Af fhe 
end of the year 1925-26, we had a balani'c of Rs. 2 crorea and ^36 lakhs. 

If a large pt^tion of the sum were, as I then suggested, set apart to 
form the nucleus qf^ Hanitation Fund, immense good to th# country 
might have resuUl^l from the decision. Bui the Government refused 
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iti^fiicoept the suggestion and ehose to spend considerable sums out of 
^ balanced for ordinary purposes, Kueh expenditure iTas, incurred 
in a haphaxal^ fashion, and not in pursuance of a definite 'policy. And 
arlto< is the f^lt f At the dose of the ensuing year, the balance is 
likely to dwindle down to Rs. 1 croi-e and 46 lakhs. Even now, I 
would urje the (ioverninent to desist from its wrong policy and to 
create a separate fund which may be utilised for the permanent lienefit 
of the country. ^ 

The estimated expenditure of the ensuing year is Rs. 25§ lakhs in 
excess of the revisetl estimates of the current year. And if we com- 
pare the revenue and exfienditure of the coming year with those of 
ll>2d-24, w'e find that the revenue is larger by Rs. GO lakhs, while the 
increase in expenditure is i^ver Rs. 128 lakhs. * In other words, ex- 
penditure is tending to git»v^ twice as fast as levenue. Is this, I ask, a 
satisfactory state of things^ If s4*ems that, unless adequate steps are 
taken to clu*ck the progress of exiK*nditure, the province will soon Iw 
landed in financial disaster. 

I do not, of course, maintain that all ex|)ensc is evil. But when- 
ever an increase of exfiense ocnirs, we ought seriously to consider 
w'hether or not it is justifiable. Let us apply this test to the various 
items in the budget. 1 shall take the ]*o)ice tiist. ruder this head, 
the revised estimate of the current year shows an increase of Its. 51 
lakhs over the accounts of the last year. The (Government will no doubt 
plead necessity in view of the <*in*uiiiHtniices f»f the province, which, 
during some months of the year, have lieen of an unusual character. 
But what justification is there for a further additions of Rs, 4 lakhs in 
the coming year’s budget Y Does the (iovernriieiit exfs*<d n recurrence 
of tlie coniriuiiial trouble Members of the (’ouricil will observe that 
the |)olice ex|>endi(ure has, in recent years shown a continuous tendency 
to expand. In the <(iuise of the last fift€»i»n years it has more than 
doubled itself. But has this increase in exjsoise l>een ar*(‘ompnnied 
by an increase in €»fficiency? Let the Meml>er in charge of the depart- 
ment answer. It is u fact worthy of serious consideration that |K)lic» 
charges not only constitute the largest single item of expenditure in 
the budget, but absorb moi^ tflian 2(1 per cent, of the net revenue of the 
province 

Civil Works next claim our attention. The exjienditure under* thi« 
bead has increased from Rs. 93 lakhs tn ]92«V24 to more than a crore 
and 16 lakhs iu the coming year’s budget. The time has come when we 
must seriously consider whether a poor c*ounlry like ours can really 
afford to build Iwautiful pala<^s for high officiala pnd magnificeni 
mansiono* for the poli<^. I have carefully scanned the whole Hat of 
public works, and have ctime the conclusion that the Civil Worka 
budget may be cut dofn by one-half, without <%iusing the slighteal 
detriment to the interests of the people. 



BtJBOBTJDKOirSSIOlf. 


m 


[IST MAt. 


The charges of General A^iiiiatratidn alao slioir an increase. But 
it is pointed out by tbe Finance Member that tbe provision of tbe pay 
of Ministers accounts for it. It is to be hoped that the Ministers will 
be able to justify their a{^intment by their own deeds. 

Let me turn now to those heads of expenditure which arei essential 
for the well-being of the people. It is surprising that the grants for 
public health purposes are Its. 33,000 less in the coming year than in 
the current year. In a province ravaged by malaria, kala-asar and 
cholera, one would have exi)e(*ted an increased expenditure under this 
bead. But those who control our purse have willed otherwise, and we 
must rest content. The exjienditure under the head “ Medical ” is 
niggardly. 

Agridilture is <he main occupation of the people. But what is the 
amount spent on its improvement ? A sum of Its. 124 lakhs has been 
provided for the department, of which the bulk will go to meet the ex- 
{)enHes of a costly establishment. An exp^oiditure of Rs. 12 lakhs and 
73,(H)0 is sanctioned for the Department of Industries; hut for the 
industrial development of a f)eople numhering 40 millions a sum of 
12 thousand rut)ees is provided. Wlio w'ill have the hardihood now to 
deny that our paternal Government nourishes our industries with the 
most loving careP 

The pieture seems u little less dark when we turn to Edmation. 1 
am glad that an additional sum of five lakhs has l>een provi<led under 
this head. The needs of the Calcutta Cniveisity have not been 
altogether overlooked; but the sum which has been provided is hardly 
sufiicient to nll(>w for any improvement. The Cniversity S< ience College 
is in urgent nee<I of funds for equipment purjaises, and 1 hoi»e the 
Government will accede to its just demands. 

6 P.M. 

The amount of exiHfiidilure pix»vided for primary education is only 
Its. 27 lakhs. This branch of ediuatioti is the most im)H»rtunt from tile 
national standfMiint. But it has been jn^rsistently neglected by the 
Gbtanimi^t in the past, and the present kui\get — though slightly better 
than the p^if lNidget — tloes not indicate any material change in its angle 
of vision. While on the subject of education, I cannot help observing 
that an unduly large proportion of educational expenditure is at pre- 
sent absorl>ed by direction and inspection. 

Coming to the head ** Jails and Convict Settlements/', I strongly 
deprecate the additional expenditure proposed to be incurred in con- 
nection vritb the appointment of a larger number of 8opeti|ytendent» 
and Deputy jjbilors. I rejoice, however, at the estabHahment of a 
Borstal Institution Bankura. May tue day soon come when most of 
the jails in Bengaf vrill be converted into industrial schools. 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


Ml 


f*3 


ilia revenue account, Rs. 19 lakha have been provided lor 
^ipendilure on the Damodar and Bakreswar Irrigation Frojecta. Thi» 
i| dna ol the welcome leaturea of the budget, and 1 have no doubt theae- 
achemee' will prove beneficial to the people. 


In the« concluding portion of hia apeech, the Finance Member has 
indicated the progrens that haa l>een made on the tranaferreil aids 
of the budget since the introduction of the refonnH. I do not diaputs 
hi« figurea; but I am sarrv I cannot agrcH" with him when he aaya that 
nobody “ can complain tliat in these yeais the transferred <tepartment 
have been in any wav neglected/* Percentages of increase are not ev€»ry- 
thing. We must consider the amounts actually st)ent. Looking at 
the question from this view-|x>int, who will assert that the expcmdituro- 
increased in the nation-saving and iiution-hiiilding departments have* 
not been extremely inadeejuate. and in some insiniiees. ridiculously 
hinall. But the Ilon’lde Mr. Donald knows the weakness of his posi- 
tion, and anticipating jKipular criticism, admits that much remaiim 
to be done in the matter of education, of public health, of agricultures 
and so on.” 


I whole-heartedly endorse the Finance Memlxu’s plea for ii revisioir 
of the Mestoii Settlement. I ho|H* and trust that the (Joveriiment of 
Bengal will urge upon the ( Vutral (tovernmeni the ahsoliite necessity 
of plnc'ing aclec|uate resouices at its clis^Hisiil. without which no pro- 
gress W’ill be po.ssible and no scheme of refcams, however excellent., 
will prove a suc c ess in this pio%iuc*e. 


Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, KKan Bahadurs Sir, from the 
budget it appears that crores of rupees out of roughly 11 crorwa 
are sfient for Kcluc^ation, Sanitation and cognate snhjecdi. While 
Rs. crores go to depart ments concerned with the safety of life* and 
jiroperty of the people. The amount »|>eiit for the former purposes 
is undoubtedly amall, though it has increased by about 76 lakhs since 
1920-21. 

With the awakening of the i)eople at large and apread of eflucn- 
tion among them, the peopjejiave become more diicriininaflng. But 
Government otficiaU are unable to accommodate themaelvea to the 
present circ'umstancea and are continuing with their old ideas and^ are 
therefore becoming increasingly unpopular. 

I would mention one item of expenditure which can aafely be die* 
continued. It in the exi>eiiditure for Settlement Operation. 

Sir^ the Government i» waating public money for tbia operation, 
loeing year 10 to 12 lakhs of rupees. Can the Honlile Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department enlighten ua, as to how thin 
waste of public money His beneSted the Government or even the agri« 
culturisi? Has a farthing more been added to the Goveminent 
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lAvenue by the waste of 10 te 12 lakhs of rupees a yealrF Can the 
Hon 'Me Member in charge say, that the poor agriculturist have got 
any additional right by his Settlement Operation? Does he not admit 
that the Bengal Tenancy Act, which he enforces to its very letter by 
this Settlement Operation, is thoroughly unpopular and requires thorough 
overhauling? While the country is crying hoarse for the aWndment 
of the Act the Government is determined to carry into operation every 
letter of this unjust Act. Is it not unjust frqm every point of view 
to carry on this measure by causing loss to public exchequer to the 
extent of 10 to 12 lakhs of rupees a year? 

Sir, can a more un]iopular, unjust and wrong measure be continued 
from year to year by any Government in spite of the protest of the 
people — a measure which brings nothing to the public fund, but takes 
away 10 to 12 lakhs of rupees a year. If this is discontinued the money 
eaved thereby may he 8i)ent for the prevention of kala-azar and malaria, 
and may be distributed to every district at the rate of Us. 50,000 a 
year and thereby there may be established at least 25 charitable dispen- 
saries in each district, over and alM)ve the number that already exist 
there. If the dispensaries are run more economically I can fairly say 
with this annual grant every district can incicase the number of their 
existing dispensaries by 50 more which means 2 to dispensarie.s more 
in every thana. While I am thankful to the Hon’ble Mr. Donald for the 
solicitude he has shown for the education of Imys, I am sorry to observe 
that nothing has l>een done during the last few years for the spread 
of female education in Bengal. 

Sir, in my last budget s[>ee<*h I requested the Government to 
establish at least one high English school for the 51uhammadan girls 
at Calcutta, and when I read the speech of His Excellency delivered 
at I)ac(*a sometime last year, I was under the impression that before 
His Excellency leaves Bengal, his worthy colleague at least in defer- 
ence to the wishes expressed by him would do something substantial 
for the education of Moslem girls. But I regret to notice that noihii^g 
lias lieeu done in that direction either to meet our demand or to carry 
out the policy enunciated by His Excellency. I know we cannot 
«x{)ect now at the hands of oiir* jiresent Minister. I know 

Moslems are (UMimed in Bengal. 1 know Moslem demand will fall 
into* deaf ears and for this I must not blame anybody except my own 
community. If nothing is done now to further Moslem education 
I shall not be surprised. 

Kir, I must thank Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia for having 
imnctioned the construction of Jalpaiguri Medical School. I know at 
his great personal discomfort ho went to Jalpaiguri and approved the 
site selected /Jor the school. I hope before the next financial year 
ctoaee the school J^ilding will be completed ^nd in the beginning of 
the year 1928 tutorial classes will be opened. 
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BYEO MAQBUL HUMAINs Sir, thia it ihe first tim« 
1 vee the budget of the Ooverument of Bengel. The one thinf 
edifeh (Urikes me is this ; while I look into the budget I find the heeds 
ot toted imd non-voted expenditure which goes to show that the Coon* 
•oil has not even the full power of discussion over a portion of (he 
nott-voted •budget. It further shows that the Government has no 
confidence in the representatives of the people, and iooordinglt the 
people have also got no confidence in the Government. We have seen 
the budget of local bodfes. The entire budget is thiown o|)en before the 
membersy and all items are discuissed threadbare. But here we have 
got no such opimrtunity. That is a grievance which, I think, is felt 
by all the members and I submit (bat this grievance is share<l by their 
constituencies also. While I look into the budget I find that the 
greater jwrtion of the revenue has been allottwl for the purposa of 
payment of salaries of the officers of the suj>erior services — the celestial 
service, i.c., the Civil Service. Their pay, I think, is more than what 
is given to the highest officers of other civilised countries, either in 
Eluroj^e or in Japan. I do not think the Prime Minister of Japan gets 
a pay which is even eriui valent to that of an ordinary executive officer 
of our country. Such a top heavy administration is sure to cause 
discontent among the pef)[de. If you gi> into the rural areas you will 
find that the whole country is l>eing ravage«l by famine, malaria, kala* 
axar, cholera, sinalbi>ox and other similar diseases and every year the 
cattle are being swept away by cattle diseases. The district Imard is 
not given sufficient fund to meet these emergencies, although the 
(rovemment does nothing in respect of these things. The Govern* 
ment has asked the district boards to take steps in these matters but 
where is the fund from which the district Imards can cof>e with theme 
demands. So, I submit that even a huiidrefith part of the grievances 
of the ]>eople is not met by the district boards, and that is the reason 
why there is discontent throughout the whole country. Of course, 
there have been some repressive laws and some repressive measuies, 
but I submit that half of these meusiiree would not have been iwea- 
eary if there had l>een contentment among the people and the people 
could take their foo<l sufficiently. I understand that most of the 
people are half starvwl ami* that is the reason that they become easy 
prey to all these epidemic diseases. There is no water-supply in most 
of the rural areas; consequently the people have to drink muddy water 
and so become easy prey to cholera and other epidemte diseases. As 
the people do not get sufficient food they fall eai^ victims to small- 
pox and similar dtseases. So, I submit that the policy which should 
underlie in the framing of the budget is tbe contentment and antelim*!- 
tlon of ibikoondition of tbe people of Bengal rather than the ameliora- 
tion of the condition and pay^ of the higher servlces^tbe eelestiat 
service and other superiA^ services. During the ifar time the priem 
of food articles grow very high and that was the plea taken the 
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iBcrement of the pay of all the aemeea in the coantry. But did the 
Oovernment look into the coffers of the public and see whether the 
income of masses had increased to some extent? One of my learned 
friends has said that the daily average earning of a person on Bengal 
is three pies while in other countries each individual earns Id to 12* 
rupees. Under these circumstances is it at all likely that the people 
could remain content. I submit that it would not be at all difficult 
and it would not be felt very seriously by the officers if their pay be 
dec^reased by at least 10 per cent, and that aliiount be set apart for 
ameliorating the condition of the people in the rural areas. Only a 
few years ago we know that Munsifs and Deputy Magistrates and 
other officers used to draw salaiy at the rate of Rs. 250 per month 
after a service of about 10 years. Now, we find that they are getting 
about five to six hundred and wen eight hundred. Of course, I admit 
that their pay had to be increased in order to keep pace with the 
iiH'rcHse in the pay of the officers of the celestial service, viz. the Indian 
(yivil Sendee. So, ray submission is that if the pay of all the services 
be reduced by 10 j>er cent., thou there could l)e a sufficicsit sum set 
apart for ameliorating the condition of the people in the rural areas. 
An empire to last long must he broad based on the good will 
and contentment of the people. But how could you expect the people 
to be <'ontented if they uie half fed and become easy prey to all epidemic 
diseases. I know that in the case of (’hittagong District Board we 
get calls for docton to tituit kula-asar, cholera and other diseases from 
the miifossal, but it is not possible for us to attend to these calls as 
our income is very small. I think, it is the duty of the Government 
to fill the cofters of the distrht Ixairds and municipalities so that they 
can improve the condition of the people. In the district boanls and 
municipalities a very small prop<Krti()ii of the total income is applied 
for the purfM>se of the pay of the establishment; but what do we find 
ill the budget of the Government of Bengal. We find that nearly 
most of the revenue is appliotl for the purpose of the pay of the 
superior officer. Only ii few years ago the stamp duties, couri'^es 
and registiation fees wew increased by 50 i)er cent. At that time we 
wen» given to understand that it was tmly a temporary measure, but 
now w’e it has become permanent and the people are groan* 

ing under the burden of the taxes. All the p(K>r men of the country 
are subjecteil to the payment of these heavy taxes although* they do 
not get any return for them. That is the complaint. Now, in the 
Forest Department we do not know whether it is known to the 
authorities that there is a complaint made by the people that they 
cannot get into any forest and if they do so they are hauled, up in 
criminal courts. In the rural areas of Chittagong thi 
people who need to live by selling fuel. 


W5 p.n. 
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if these people are subjected to cruel treatment by the Forest 
olHjers "and by the Police officers, it will be impossible for them to earn 
livelihood. Such is the case with other matters. 

^ In regard to the Medical Department there is of course some 
grant giv^n to the district boards, but it is nec'essar>' that there should 
be a dispensary in every union board : but where is the fund for the 
district board to grant for the purpose? TTnless the provinciel 
revenue is given to the district boards for the augmentation dT their 
resources they will not endeavour to meet the demand of providing 
these dis'pensaries for the union l>oards. 

In the Public Health Department I find that most of the 
money allotted to that department is swallowed by the pay of the 
officers. What is the use of having so many oflicers? Of course, 
there maV l)e one Director of Public Health. There is ut preesiit in 
every district board in Bengal a District Health Officer, and the work 
of the Health Officer can be suj)erviHed, and is generally supervised, 
by the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman and also by tlie Direct4>r of 
Public Health. There is no necessity of employing Deputy Diiectors 
and other gazetted officers in the Public Health Department. 

About the primary ediiculion, wo have been hearing for many 
years that there will be free primary education in Bengal, but wffien 
are we going to have it? It has not come at all. Of course it is not 
possible for the district bmnds with their present Tcsouives to meet 
the demand of pi'oviding free primary education. It is primarily the 
duty of Government to give education. Now% Kir, it is well known 
that about 8 or 9 per cent, of the population of this prtivinoe are 
literatf and the rest are illiterate. Is it not the duty of Government 
to give them education? If education is imparted to thew people, 
they would be able to take care of themselves and thereby the resources 
of the countrj* would be iiupro%'ed and the health of the country would 
also be largely improved. But the Government is only tantalising the 
people that they are going to give free primary education. Of course 
they contemplate that there should be an education cess: but 1 
submit, Sir, that the peopl# we already overburdened with tales and 
it is not possible “for them to bear any further lax, and that any sort 
of free primaiy education that would involve the levy of an education 
cess would not be appre(dated by the |ie<»p]e and at the same time it 
would be a failure. 

As to the Irrigation, I find that all the irrigation works ate mono* 
polieed by the Western Bengal and very few irrigation schemes have 
been taken^ up in the Eastern Bengal, But I am certain and think 
Mr. SadSSe will bear me out that there Ire timny important schemes 
in Chittagpag which ares lying flefunct on aecounh of want of money. 
Ot course one |cheme Ichakhali Molbsh has been taken up and lor this 



«l 


BTTDeCT BISCtJSBWH. 


[1st Mae. 


thanks are due to Mr. Sasehe, but there are other echemee, as, for iustajice, 
Bilonia heel which covers an area of 13 square which always lies 
inundated with water, and no crop of any sort grows over this land. 
There is a police-station and munsif court at Fatikcheri near by, but Gov- 
eminent officers do not like to go there on transfer. What is the reason ?• 
The reason is that this area is always lying under water throughout the 
whole year and when they go there they suffer from malaria. So that 
is a scheme which should be taken up at once. There is another 
Dhurung Khal scheme. Of course by local enterprise it was attempted to 
re-excavate that Dhurung Khal but unfortunately that has not been suc- 
cessful because the people could not bear the expenses and ultimately it 
went wrong. I submit, Sir, that all these thing should be examined 
by Government thnmghout the whole area of Bengal, district by 
district, and instructions should be issued to the District Officers that 
irrigation and drainage schemes should be taken up in all disfricts and 
only the Western Jh?ngal should not be benefited by irrigation schemes. 
Now we find that Government is here giving money for having tar 
macadamised roads, but in Our countries, as some of my learned 
friends*Said yesterday, people walk thnuigh knee-deep water and mud. 

•I submit that <*are should be taken alH)iit the health of these people 
who are the strength of the Empire and who are the souiTe of wealth 
of the countrj'. Of course if funds^ are albdted thnmgh the district 
Ixmrds,^ think, pmper utilixation of this money may l>e made. 

(Here the member having rea<‘hed the time-limit had to resume 
his seaty 

Mr* Ki Ct RAY CHAUDHURIt Sir, year after year 1 have spoken 
in this Council on the budget and criticised land monopoly enjt)yed by 
the privileged few and ttdv<M*ated fi-esh taxation of the vast profits, 
#•#>., eleven to twelve cn>res of rui)ee8 poc^keted by the lords of the 
land and the hundreds of hangei’s-fin Wtweeu the lords and the serfs 
(I mean the raiyats) wdio work in pc^verty, hunger and dirt while their 
lEasters sing the song of “pay, pay, pay— or get put of our laud^’. 
It is not the payment of legitimate rent that the raiyats grudge to 
pay; it ii exaction — illegal and traeliti:>nal— that go by the name 
of aho4th$ the rent Collect(»r's Commis^on and criminal 

extortion that they strongly resent. Sir, it is only last Sunday that 
I was invited by the tenantry' of Khiragrani, a /Mtttuni mahal owned 
by the Bunerjees of Oanga Tikuri in Katwa subdivision of Buixiwan. 

I went there accompanied by the Editor of a leading Calcutta paper 
and found by exhaustive enquiry that every word of their allegations 
against their landlord's oppression is true. I read an extract from the 
memoria] sub|nitted by the three hundred tenants of the Ullage to- 
His Kxcellen^*y the Governor : (#i) “ That we bar# been made to contri- 

bute free of charge fifty maunds of rice to the Brahmin Sanmilani at 
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;^^iran and the rontribation of Be. 5,000 as a MUiindar's doMtio^ 
t«p,^at. Sanmilani." 


iMr. A. C. BANSRdEE: May I rise to a point of orders !« it in 
•ofdir, while <liscns»ing the budget presented by the Hon%le Mr. Donald 
bef<$re th# House, to discujfs the budget of the tenantry and of th» 
landlords of the land? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: liOt Mr. Ruy Chaudhuri go on with his very 
amusing aspeech. 


Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI. {h). That the said samindar htia 
ordered us to find for him a sum of lls. for his uontribution to the 

Indian National Congiess Fuml. Rs. 1,200 has aln^uNly been paid, tr) 
That we have to pay 25 per cent, over our rentals on the occasion of 
ZamindarV nephew’s marriage, {fi) We have been iyh^ to pay Rs. TitK) 
towards the marriage expenses of the daughter of the samindar’a 
tashildar. (e) That another order passed levys a nuithot of .five per 
cent, on the annual rental to enable the daughter of the present 
gomostha to be married, (/) That the Kamindars passed ordei*s for the 
<*ollection of two annas of the value of every maiind of paddy or rice 
and two annus of every rupee worth of agricultural pniduce tmld by us 
in the village or outside”, f will not deal^ipiih other itiaihll, 
unlawful conhnement — employment of htthiah to terrorise the mrynf* 
etc. Sir, we spent several hours and collected direct evidence from 
literate and illiterate raiyats of the village and found the allegations to 
lie true. My |>oint is that the Taxattoii Committee which sat last year 
was quite wning in holding that fn‘sh taxation of laud-owners waf i|ot 
advisable. 1 maintain that the principle of taxation aa practised in 
this province is wrong and is not consistent w'ith the well-known 
maxim “ Tax those who are able to pay for who w'ill deny the fact 
that the two crores of land revenue phu eleven or twelve crores of 
rupees as profit iiiade by the lords of the lands fall very heavily on 
the impoverished and over-indebted tenantry in Bengal. Th^re would 
have been some justifi(*utioti# iP a large portion of these diriNrt and 
indirect taxes derived from land, stamps, excise, forest and other 
sources mostly derived from the masses, spent for the benefit of 4he 
masses such as primary education, vocational and agricultural train* 
ings and similar objects. Coming to the subjfH^t matter of the Finance 
l^ember’s budget speech, I am very pleased to note that he has pro- 
vided lor laige irrigation projects, known as Damodar and Barkeswar 
and also for liberal provision of lOf lakhs of rupees for loans to 
Cn-operatiW’ Societies and cultivators. 1 ath also very glad to note that 
he had provide<l one iikt^ of ni|i%es for the increasfd remuneiatioti of 
poor copyists in the Registration offices. The Finance Member deserrea 
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«peri&l congratulations for tlie mucli-needed refonn of yontliful 
cffendeni by providing a Borstal Institution. Coming to tiie Kduoation 
.grant I am very glad indeed to note that he has tried to rectify the 
defect which he himself admitted in his budget speech in 1926, vu., 
that the Government has been spending disproportionately on highei^ 
education and neglecting the masses I am glad that he h^ provided 
an extra grant for improving the pay of primary pandits and the pay 
of secondary teachers of non-Oovemment schools. His grant for intro- 
duction of a scheme of agricultural education in middle and High 
English schools is a great step forward. His liberal grant to tbe 
Calcutta University has caused universal satisfaction and I voice the 
feelings of a large section of advocates of College education that some 
definite grant should Imj made for the pay or honorarium of the whole- 
time Vice-Chancellor recently appointed to overhaul tbe cumbrous 
inachineiy' of the Calcutta University. I am exceedingly glad to note 
liis provisions for grants-in-aid to deserving industrial institutions and 
in this connection I express personal gratification for the gmnt he has 
made to leading Women*8 Industrial School in Bengal which bears that 
hallowed name of the late Saroj Naliui Dutt, the pioneer for women’s 
.welfare work in Bengal. Kegarding the Imdget grant on “ Stationery 
and Printing” 1 have not seen any special item for leave and other 
•allowances of the piece-workers of the Government Press at Alipore. 
*011 my motion before this House last year a (’ommittee was appointed 
with Mr. McAIpin as Chairman and that (’ommittee unanimously 
Tecommended eertaiu eoncessions to the over-worked pieee-workers and 
I earnestly hope that the Finance Member will give full effect to the 
finding and reiiidW ^he hono fide grievances of a large section of 
literate workers in the Government Press. I >vould like to say a word 
or two about the grant for the lal>our Intelligence Officer and his staff. 

I have no fault to find with the work entrusted to him, viz., collection 
of labour informations and assistance to the Government of India by 
^supplying reliable data for labour legislations and rules. But I would 
like to point out that the I^abour Department should be converted into 
n Lalnmr Bureau, as the Govenimeut of Bombay has done, with a view 
to prepare a general survey of the conditions under which an Industrial 
jorker in tbe jute mills, cdblJ^nines, tea gardens and other 

industries which come under statutory control. Why should Bombay 
•of less Industrial importance than Bengal lead India in the matter of 
Labour investigations. In fact, only recently several Labour Members 
of Parliament as well as International Delegates came to Calcutta and 
were surprised to find that they could not get any information about 
cost of living which they found in Bombay from tbe office of the liabour 
Bureau. India figuras high as a country of great industrial import* 
trace and almc^t all tbe industrial countri^ of tbe woifi of even 
aecond and third rate importance, fbr exaitfple, Denmark, Italy and 
#ven smaU stale in South Africa, have Labour Departments and 
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prepare co.st of Hviujr index m a ^uicle for rt^gulatioii of 
vriiges. As a matter of fact if ae had such a t^uide for regulation of 
wages, the laljour dispute in Bengal Nagpur Kailway wimid have 
^irobahly taken a tliftereiit coui-se fnini the prt‘Hent ruinous and wide- 
spreftd stoijjKige of work. The chief grievance of the strikers is that 
the wages are not enough to pay for the cost of living at Kharagpur 
and elsewhere. In fact that was the hurden of their song when the 
leaders of the Lahour ¥iiion waiteil on the Agent on the IMth Novetu- 
l>er last — about two and a half months before the strike. The d»'puia* 
tionists gave the fignies about coM of living whicli the Agent leliited. 
If Bengal (iovertiineiit had a lamily budget giving detailed cost t>t 
living as they have dont‘ in Bombay, the publi(* could have easily judged 
wljether the Agent wa> rigid or the I'nion was right. The rnion sub- 
mitted a family budget .showing the minimum i‘ost of lixing at 
Kharagfuir of a worker as Hs. dd a mouth. Here is the statement they 
showed but it was challeiigtMi as theie was no independent e\ ideiice. 

I woubl say just a few words in cHUiclusioii about the rati(> of exchange 
mentioned in tlie Ilou'bic .Member’s speech. I have personally nothing 
to do with tlie hattb' of the latio raging fiirionsly in Delhi ami through- 
out the countrA'. .l.v a /.nh'fur Mrmhrr ami our voittiutvd infh thr 
1 radr 1' niou Cfartrr.s.s of / mha am/ in full roasn/tahon u'tlfi suvh 
Miivarv Inultrs of t/tr Imhan /^almnr inorrinrnt a< ^fr. Joslu / mjf 
aflrisiilh/ that ira mast rrsi^t thi firrpostrrons drmaml of 1/timhaif 
finanners am! tml nsf nal isf to fir thv ratio at Hid, firr niprr. Sir, 
they .start(*d the Imlian (dirrem v larngue in Bombay and packed it W'ith 
such leading capitalists as Sir Victor Sassoon. Mr. Wadia as well as a few' 
itll-India p<diti( iaiis and wliat is the criiistitution of that leuguey “To 
‘dmate the public opinion throughout India the advantages of fixing 
the i'at(‘ ot e.xchange at Idd, as rcc<»fiimetHled by Sir I’uiusliullaindas 
riiakuiiias in his iiiinulc <»f dissent That is the hitlam of the 
Bombay combine to fix the ratio at Uhl. Sir, wdth your periiiiHsion I ivad 
1 letter from our patriotic frieml Sj, SatycmliH Mitter, confineil in 
Mandalay jail, addres.sed to a particular friend of mine in sup|ioH of 
iry coiitenti<in. lie says: “ My views about the corning curiem y legis- 
lation ai-p not in agreement with the Bfimbay eapitalists. The real 
iiitere.s( of the mi vats will suffer at the lower rate of exehange and I 
igree wdth Mr. Chowdhury that inten*st of the rapitali$t and jhr 
general public is at rarianar in this particular case. But unfortunately 
nobody in Bengal has paid any attention to this as]>eci of this ipiestion 
s^hile the big financiers of Ihrnibtiy an* misleading the public opinion.*' 
this is the opinion of a true f*<M>l thinking jmtriot and |Hditi(dan away 
Prom the heat and conlmvcrsy and free from the pressure and influence 
if inteiesf^fd financiers. Fmm the point of view of the raiyafs, 1 quote 
he editorial comnienfs o4 the Financial News of jAfndon. “In India 
IS the State is the gn^atest of landlords the rent question is substantially 
the land tax question. It may reasonably therefore be considered oi 
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one of the strongest arguments in favour of the Commission’s recom- 
mendation in support of the Indian Government Bill for stabilisation 
at 1#. which will eliminate fluctuation in rupee — one of the public 
Wneflts the bill foreshadows.” I do not profess to be financial expert^ 
or a scholar of economics but as a Labour student I say emphatically 
that the cost of living has declined from October 1924 to the middle of 
192() OH the result of the full of the rupee to the present level, viz.^ 
1*. r)Jr/. In fact the liombny cost of living Iiid*x number shows a fall 
of 24 ]>oints during the period in (juestion. It is therefore abundantly 
clear that the higher rati<» means to the workers and raiyats lower cost 
of living. I (|iiote from the pamphlet No. 8 of the Indian Currency 
League — “ It has been estimated that about 7 per cent, of our total 
imported goods worth 1(> cn)res are consumed by our masses and the 
loss to the masses by the liigher price due to the lower exchange (»f 
1 j». Ad. <»n these goods wan ill IG crores would be about 2 crores of 
rupees.” Sir, 1 challenge this hypothesis that only T per cent, of tlie 
total imjKirted goods valued at about Rs. 2Gi) i rores is (’onsumed by the 
masses which according to their pamplet No. 7, )>age Id, is more than 
70 per cent, of the total pofiulation of India. I would say at the moNt 
conserw'ative estimate 2b per (‘ent. of the imjiort, c/r.. 50 crores of 
rupees worth of imports are consumed annually b\ the masses on im- 
jMirted clothes, imidements, inedii'ines, kero^ine oil, etc., and tht‘ nuluc- 
tion of exchange ratio by 10 or 12 per icnt. will mean loss of 5 to G 
crores of rupees to the poor raiyats and workers. I conclude by my 
declaration on ladialf of peasants and workers in India in the language 
of the chained patriot in jail “that the ical interest of the raiyats 
will suffer at the lower rate of exchange” and ! say that the wlnde 
pi-opaganda “ down with 18//. and demand Itk/. per rupee ” is engineered 
by Ihunbay cajdtalists in their own interest to hit Laneashire and to 
handicap it with an iinliiect tax ot about I2i per cent, on poor men’s 
clothes inifHutetl into India and to exphut the mill hamls of Bombay 
Cotton Mills. 

AIJD*UR RAHIM* Sii in dealin|^ this yt'iii’.H budget one 
cannot but mliljit that its teature.s are practically the .same as thosi^ we 
have Wn familiar with for .Hoinetime |mst. It could not very well lie 
olherwist* under the pre.sent condition. At the s^ime time it is t<i Ih^ 
admitted by Government that they caiimd go on fiom year to vear 
preHenting budgets of this nature whii h w ill .sidvi* none of the piobiems 
of Beiigal—health. edm ation, medical relief, agiimlture, the encourage- 
iiimit of industries and so forth. The real (juestion m what aix? we 
to do? If we go on in this >vay things are suk' to reaidi nir1$tipmsi\ 
Therefore, I do think the time has conie for the Bengal Government 
to try and find samf way out of this wilderness. All the civilised 
world, all Governments are now engagtHi in reconstructing society. 
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Tttke England. What gigantitr Hcheines are they not pnmiulgating 
loid giving effect to every year! Take their housing mdiemes, their 
old age pensions^ unemployment udYumeH, nunlical relief ami other 
M'hemes of a similar nature. ]ii all other <‘ivilis*Ml oountries it is the 
^ame effort, to re<*onstruct soc iety for the vvell-lH‘ing am! Imppiness of 
ll»e people^ But here* we are still gix>piiig in the dark. Our budget 
year after year is of the Mid-Vietorian age. I’herc* is m» aspiration 
nor any urge forward. Surely it is lime for us all to try and find out 
what <‘au he done* in or<k*r to make an advanc'e to gc*l out c^f this vit-ious 
( iicle .so that wt* may la* on tin* way to .solve some of (In* prohl(*ins — 
at any ra*t<* to lH*gin a .solution. In this c*onne<‘tion I beg to suggest 
one thing. 1 know the ]h*Tigal 0ov4*rnnient is tic‘d chtwn by the 
Meston Award. That is the* fate of all the* provim iul and subordinate 
(iov«»rnni«*ntK. I’lic* .siiprc'im* Ooveiiiineiit is the (}overnnu*nt of India, 
They have* the control of the* finances (»f India. Hut I say that it is 
the* duty of the* provinc ial (iovc*i iiinc‘nts — nioic* esp«‘c iully our (}ovc‘rn- 
ment — to meet the* Government of India in a c-onfereiicc* and take into 
th(*ir c'ontidencc* the* leach*is of public' opinion and thcui consider in Hindi 
a confi*rc’ncc* a.s to what is to 1m* dcuic*. All ov<*r India tln‘rc‘ arc* lhc*sc* 
prohlt'nis. Illiteracy prevails all c»vci the country. Similar hi’allh (iroh- 
lenis are to he* found in all the proviin-c*s thongli in diffc•rc*n^ shaiies. 
The* industrial dcvcloiuuc*nf is at a niclimc*ntary stage in c’ver\ province*. 

I sav that if thc*re i-^ a coiifc*! cm c* cef that sort and if all the hc'st men in 
(ill* ( cove? iimc*n( and in tuihlic life put th(*ir }ic*acis togc'ther to find the 
*'o}ulion I am ahsolutc’ly sure* that .s<du(ion will hi* found. May 1 
icmiiid the ( lovci nnn‘n( , (he* o((Upic‘is of tin* (loveinment hc*nc’hc‘M, of 
what happc*iic‘d duiing the \\’^ar!’' 'I’he\ Wi*ic* then able* to raise very 
huge sums of monc‘\ .sevc*ral liundred c-rores for currying on the war. 

1 do not di*ny that that was nc*cc*ssary. hut 1 do say that it is also 
c‘i|ually necessaiy (hat something tangible* must he* done* which will 
carry the wlndc* cciuntry along the jiatli of progrc*ss and improvemc*nt . 
tttherwi.se there is noway out cd tin* djfficullic*s. 'riie next siiggc'stion I 
should make* is one* which has Im'cmi ic*|H*al<*d in this House* by several 
memhe*is, particularly by my friends to tin* left. Why not start a 
mcMh'st loan |sdicy for Bengal alone ? I clo neit se*e why thii^ should 
not lie trienl. It is an exjH*fii#i*iit wortli iMir while. You have a 
similar iMilicy in other de*[»artments — the Improvement Trust, the Port 
(\»miijissioners ainl the (’or|»oraf ion. I do not see why when w*e are 
attempting to solve our bigger alUIndia problems should w*e* not make a 
))eginning like that in Bengal ourselves*^ That is the general olweer- 
vatioii I wish to make on the budget. It is no good Idaming the 
Fiiiau<'€» Meiiil>er. 1 know his limitations. We all know that. But 
it is the duty of the entire Government to fake the iniliattve in this 
iiiatter. AV regards details of the budget f should like to know from 
the Finance Memlier as loathe pret ediire he has mlo^ied regarding th© 
Ministers^ salaries. 
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I think the IIouho would like to know whether (hey luwe joint respou- 
Mihillty. If they have joint respoiiHihility then surely there is no luean- 
injf in placing the salaries of the two Ministers apart. This will only 
create diffiitulties. If there is no joint r(‘sponsihility (hen undouhtedlf 
the present presentation of their salaries separately is correct; other- 
wise not. 1’hen the Hon* hie Mr. Donald has j^iven us tij^ures ref.^urd- 
inj( certain improvements that have heim made^jn the allotments to the 
trunsferied dejiartments. I should like him to jrive the House furthei 
tiffures before the House is, at any rate 1 am, prepaied to a^ree that 
(here has been r<*ally such an increase in (he ^^laiits to tin* transferred 
d(*purtments. For instance, I sliould like to know how much iuone> 
did the (lovernment of Bengal ree<*ive from tin* (lovernment of India 
for alls of the transferred departments, and if they received any jrrants 
wlndher those were included in making up tliis jxM-centa^e (d advance 
(hat is allej^(‘d. In Ihi.s connection I .shouhl like to diaw tin* atten- 
tion of (he Houh<* to one very imp<»r(an( mallei' ami (hat is (Ik* j,^rants 
to the Dacca Fniversity. I wish to draw tlu* attention of tin* (h»vern- 
nient, (he llon'lde tin* Finame Memh(‘r. ami tin* llon’idi* Minis(<*r in 
charge of Fiiucalion, to the s|M'ech deliv(‘red hy Sii .Itdiii llaitoj^ on the 
25(11 Novemher, 1925, at a meetin^^ of the Foinl (d the Dm'<n Fniver- 
sity. Tliere he ikuiiIs out that the (ioverninent of India in the years 
1912-1920 put asidt* a sum, ^^^<*nerally estimated at about Hs. 00 bikhs, 
for the Fniversity of Dacca, and th(*n lie ^m(*s on to say that tin* 
amount, which was paid in si'veral instalni(*nts. was eai-maiked for 
capital (•X|H*miiture ami he <’onclud(*s like this: “ We asked (iov(‘rn- 
ment two yearn 0 ^ 4*0 for a complete slatein(*nt oi the capital accounts, 
but w<» have not yet received it. I wish to t*inphasise the fact that the 
wlnde of this accumulated ^^rant ^ri\e!i i»y the (io\ernnK*nt of India was 
ear-marked by that (ioverninent for capital (‘\|N*mlitiire and not for 
recurring expenditure, and that it would be a j;ia\e injustice to the 
University, to the Muhammadan community, and to Kastern Ilenjjfal, if 
(toverumeiit at any future time to relieve itself cd finam ial dithculties 
in other directions were to divert the atcumulated sum which was ear- 
marked by the (lovernment of India for capita! exjw'nditure to meet 
any ixirttrtW of the recurriiif? ex|H‘ndilure.” I should like the Hon’ble 
the Finaiu’e Memlnw to lay all the corres'jsmdence on (he subjec*t Wfore 
the House so that the Housi* may arrive at its own conclusion. If the 
statement of the Hou*ble the Vii'M’hancellor of the Daeca University 
is well founded, then there would W, I take it, as he eontemls, a eon- 
aiderable amount lyinjf w’ith the (Ioverninent of Bengal ear«marked 
for capital expenditure and not for return ng exptmditure of (he Dacca 
University. Sir, I am very pleast^l to find that provisiua lias lieen 
made for the Moslem Hull: it was i\ great need of the Dacca Univer- 
sity. But if it is sought to lie debited to (ne amount granted by the 
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Oovernittent of Inflia, then of oouiBe the gum at the credit of the Dacca 
0»iver»ity will be so nmvh Ichh. I ghouhi like also to draw the atten* 
tion of the Education Defmrtiuent to the gi heme for the reform of the 
Calcutta MadnigHu. It ig u long {Hm<liiig ncheme: it wag cai'efully con* 
gidered by a committee of exjKMtg. 1 think it hug bw*n about It) yeurg 
l>elore the Government and nothing has Ikhui done: at least 1 find no 
trat‘e of any attempt to give effect t<» the gcheme. I would like the 
Ilon’ble Minister to consider this tiuestion cnivfully and to bring this 
scheme into o])erati(m without <leltty. Attention has already Ikhui 
ilrawn of the Government to the nee<l b»v eiieouraging female edueation 
amongst my community. The lltmse knows tliat my <'ommunity suffers 
from H[)<‘cial difficulties in this respe<‘l owing to tlu* purthth system, 
ami s|)t‘(‘ial provision has to Ik* madi‘ for the education of the girls of 
this con\muiiity. In other [dac<‘s s|H‘<‘ial scluuds have lu‘en estahlisluMl 
for the purjM)He. 1 km»w tlu*re is a very fim* school, which 1 meiitionetl 
to the IIousi‘ ill my hudget sjH'ech last \ear. in Madras, and surely in 
Jiengal, where there is siuh a large Miihammadan population, and 
wluu'e I am glad to find irom the lattvst report of the Education 
Department thcu’e is so much d(‘siie — keen desire — to push on t*duca- 
tion among females, tliere should la* a .s<hotd of this kind. I'iie <‘om- 
munity is extremely — <listressingly — |H>or, and it is im(M»ssihIe for if to 
find any funds for such a sch(»ol. ^J'herefon* if is tin* duty of Gov- 
erniiK'nt to establish schools for tin* edin‘iition of girls. I also endorse 
tin* sugg<'stjoii that has lH*cn iinnh* as ii'gards the Moslem Institute. 
Every one who is familiar with the pudileiii of education in f'tdcuttii, 
esjM'cially of M uliainiiiudun t‘ducation, knows very well — and if the 
Ifon'hle Ministri in (Iiaigi* <d iMliication <locs not knou himself, he 
ought to have tin* information from his Imnourahle co)h*iigin*s— that 
the students (d the Madiassa and the Hakcr Ifostid siiflVr gieatly tor 
uant of a pro|H*i instifnti*. I iegM*t to find that this Inis not received 
piojH*r attention. 

(Here the inenilMT luiviTig reached the time-limit had to resume 
hi.H seat.) 

Mauivi 8YED ABOUR RAUF: Sir, at thig fag end of the day I 
have got the o[)portunity oj participating in the disiMisKion of this 
budget. First of all I congratulate the Hoii'hle the Finance Memlxtr 
nirt l>wau8e that the budget he preM»iittgl to this Houm* is a very 
pro8j>erou8 one, but InH'aiise that he 1 ^k4c a great deal of cuufioti and 
diligence to prepan» it. Sir, it is a relief not only to the IlonTde 
the Finance Menilier, inil to all raerfilH*rs of this House to have the 
reiuisgimi of the pnndncial coiitrihiition, l»ut on the other hand we 
are much alarmed and dismayed to learn that the Hon'ble Member 
has beea comt>elled to impose new taction on the shoulders of the 
already orerbunleiH**! peojile ^in order fo ameliorate the financial 
positions ^ 
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Sir, the avera#fe annual income per head of an Indian is Rs» 52 
only, and out of this w^aiify income he is Inirdened with taxation to 
the extent of l‘4 b per cent., and ileductinj^ this the balance remains 
less than Its. 4 [H*r month nie4*t all lUMcssaiy expenditure of one’s 
life. Now, if fresh taxation is iinjMwed the income would come down 
to Us. or Ko. With this Hmall amount one would be in a ]K>sition 
to make j)rovi8ion for one meal a day only. He would under no 
cirrni instances }>e in a {K>sitioii to make any provision for clothing: 
not to HjKuik of any other c(»mf<irts of life. (’rtV.il Iw* to the Hoii’ble 
Finance Member who wants to ameliorate the finam ial position witli- 
(Mit ameliorating (he condition of the p<‘<>j)le. 

Now let ns see what onr si*lf-im|H>MMl trnst<‘cs (»f our (leslinies liave 
])i*ovi<h:d for us in the pri"»«‘nt hml^«‘t. Tin* only item woiih incntion- 
iiij^ in it is a provision of Ks. d,!tl,t)()n for F.ducation Dejmrtment ainl 
out of that Uh, 2,t)0,0(Mt is to he spent for imjuovin^^ the nununeration 
of juirnary selns^ teaehcis. In this eonneetion 1 eann(»t hut mention 
the e«liieati(uial {wlvaneemeiit of Henpil (lurln;,^ ihe hlesseid rule of our 
lauii^fii (loveifiment. Tin* peiemitajri* of lilerar\ m(‘n in llcnjral is It) 
as a^rainst {15 in .lapan, t)l in llu rnit«‘«l Kiiifrdom and t)0 in America. 

Mr# PRESIDENT: Will \ou please lesmm* ,\our scat y 1 am afraiil 
there is no (|Uorum. 

(On a count h<‘inp' taken at tin tin* hell was inn^’ il was found that 
the refiuisito numl»er of inendaMs were piesent and tin* Ilon hh* tin* 
Pn*Hident asked the nnunlKU’ to eonlimn* liis Hpc(‘r)i.) 

Mauivi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: 1 he av<‘rap’ sum spent for oaeli 
individual for education is annas 1]; in lh>M<,*^al u}n‘H*as it is IN. 2\ 
in flapan, IN. in (Ireat lliitain. IN. l(ij| in (’anada, and IN. 27 
in the Fnih'^l States. N<»w, Sir, if o\er lot) y«‘ais’ rule of tin* most 
civilized (h^vernmcnt on earth can literati* only If) per cent, of the 
jmpulation we don't kmov what indelinite peiiod it will take to litei-ati^ 
the people up to the maik of Oreat Britain (»r dapan. Perhaps the 
day of resiu lection will oveitake us before we are literate l>\ 50 |>er 
cent. Tho H«»lble Finame MemlKW in Tiis' bndjret sj>eech says: “ It 
wdll Ik* of interest to the Muhammudan inemlH'rs of this (\)uneil to know' 
that we have juovi<le«l foi (In* apjioinlmeiit of a Pndessor of Islainie 
Studies and Culture in the Po^t-(lIaduute l)e|>aitment of the (^aleutta 
Fniveniity ami that we have apivd to provide the fund.s luwssary 
for the construction of a Muslim Hall at Dacca.’* Sir, we most sincerely 
thank the llon’hle MemWr for it, hut we cannot shut our eyes to the 
fact that we, the Mu.saalmans of Benpd, are almut 09 }>er cent, illiterate 
and what provision the TTmrhlc Meml>er has nuule for us to reduce this 
appalUiig fifT^re of illiteracy? Du closir exanfmatioii of the budf^i 
it appear* that the direct frnint to nou-Govemment Madraasah* in 
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Bangal i« as against Ks. 2J0.(HK) of the revised estimate 

of tie current year, i.e., neither a farthing more nor a farthing less. 
Although, in fact, the non-Governineut Madru^sahs have lH»eu iuereased 
in large numhers in the (’f»ui*se of a few years tlu'^^ an* luuiutaiuing 
their misetnble existente crying in vain for (ioverninenl gmnt-in- 
aid. Our interest therefore tiaiisforms into disintereHtednesM or dis- 
aj»iH>iiitmeiit when ne l(x>k at this deplorable iigure (d the budget. 

Next let us s<‘e wh%t we have gi>t in the Medieal Ih partinent. Tl»e 
anuMint huilgeted ioi is Its. r>(h98,tM)(t as u^iainsl Its. GthtiS.tHHt 

of the eiirrent year i.e., Its. d,7tt,{HMt less than that <d the eiment year. 
Is theie no neees.sity for fuilher developineat of this department. 
Have eholeia and malaiia been swept away trom li(‘Ugal by the unset a 
liand of Pr(»videnee!’^ Is the Hon ’Ido Member awuie of the faet that 
the jH‘<»ph‘ of this pio\iiiee art* being eariiinl otl by various diseases 
at (he rate t)f more than I I lakhs a \eary 
tl e.M. 

I> the llim'bb* Mernlsr aaaie i»f the fact (hat how diilietill it is 
tor Iht* iiisp(‘nsat ion t»f nodical leliet for .seaieity of eharitahio dispeii- 
s;tri<‘s in tlo* lural aieay If I am not inet)iieet a single (haritahh* 
dispensaiy is inteiol(*t! to sei\e alnoit <‘i;:ht> thousand souls. What 
tan h(* iiioie liiurihle ami uitat can la* moK* inhuman than to enrtail 
a snbslaiitial anonint lioni this Jio^st imptutant nation-hnilding 
depai t ment ? 

licl ns (nin toir alteiilion (o aiiothei' iuipoitant transferreti depait> 
110 * 111 , naMie],\, the INildit Health l>(*par(nteni . ^I'lo* amount hmigeted 
for i.s Hs. as against Hs. d7.H.‘I,tMKt of the C'urreiit 

year. Here al^tt a niet* t ut tii Us. I.ol.tMHt. 'Vhe Hon’hle Finaio*e 
.Meml>ei e\[daine(l it away b\ sayiiig that the drmands on ns for puhlie 
health joirpt^ses have Is'cn lessei in amount. Sir, it is v<»rv easy to 
<*xplain away a (hinir but it is ia>( alwuxs safe to explain away tio' 
life aiol death <|nc*shon id tlo* millions of people. We ftiol Hiat pnivi* 
sioiis have Ihm'm made for some water-siipplv s<do*nies in the niufiissal 
towns, so far so good ; but what alMoit (he rural water-supply sehemesf* 
Perhaps the Ilon’lde Memhe^ tiioiight it mere waste of money to make 
provisions foi' pure di inking wafei for the pfM>r pwijde in the village^. 
The budget shows Its. *J,S|,(H)0 against Hh. d, (17, 000 of the revised 
e«tiniute (d the eiineiit y<‘iir, i.r., alsuit Hs. 2d,00(f less than that o( 
theeurreiit year. Sir, when it is a i|iie.stion id' life and ditith to millions 
of iMHiple is it iiid imperafivi* to c*orisider tlie situation as one id emer- 
gency? Is not this polii v of the (toveniiiieiit suieidal considering 
the horrible ilcath-rate id the villagers? AVhut answer w'e shall give 
when iniHwiis of |Ks»ple in devith's fateful grip will ask what provi- 
sion you have made for us n» the budget. ^ 

Sir, we*shall have t4> <‘oiisole I hem by Miyitig “Well, Wk at the 
Police Budget. Hiere a substantial pnndsion ha# been made to protect 
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your liven and jirojKitieH The amount budgetenl for 1927-28 is 
Hs. 1,88, 87, (XK) m jv^ainHl lU. l,84,8»‘i,()00 of the revised estimate of 
the current year, i.r., Bh. 4,04,000 more than that of the revised esti- 
mate of the cuirent year. This swelling? fiprure on the expenditure , 
side of the Polij-e budj^et is to j)rotect lives and pn)i>erties of the i>eople 
indeed ! But Sir, is there any life in the jieople or is there any 
projwrty with the |M‘ople to prote< tl* Itobbery and theft are diminished 
of themsidves when there is indhinj^'' to rob and ndthinjf to steid. Why 
then so mindi for ,thiN nati<in-<'niHhinj>: department? The answer is 
obvious: It is not to pr(»teet lives and pn>j>erties but to strike terror 
into the hearts (»f the |M*ople and to maintain the invidious distinction 
la^tween the ruler and the ruled. 

Sir, I represent a p(M»r and much nepfh‘et«*d constituency notorious 
for malaria, a hotlM>d of iholera <ut off from the civil isetl world for 
want of proper communication. 1 shoiild he failinjr in my duty if I 
do not hrin^r a few of its needs and pievances to the notice of this 
House. Sir, Jessore is a river district and its material pi-ospmity 
larjrely depends upon its waterways hut, untortunate as we are, most 
«if the riveis have been silted up t<> the detriment of liKilth and pros- 
perity of the teemin^r millions (»f the district. Malaria, cholera and 
kala-azar are ravaffinjr the district in such a way that its j>opulati»vn 
has Immmi decreastsl by 2A lakhs within the last years. If this 
hofiihh* state of thinjrs ar(‘ alloweil to continm‘ I am sure Jt'ssoie will 
he (|uite depopulated Indore tin* dawn oi the hlesscHl era of the 21st 
century. 

Sir, vaiious sihemes aert* prepaiisi, various iepn‘st‘ntati(ms wen* 
made hut to ini purpos4*. A cut (d some 2 mih*s and a half, joining 
Navai^ranjfa with Matha Bhan^^a at a cost not exceedinj^ Bs. 4t),00b 
<u- so may rejuveiiatt* the old river and which will l)e a sourcei of much 
pnisperity to tin* people (d’ Majrura and dhenidah sulnli visions and some 
portion <if the Nadia ilistrict. Aindher most important disadvantag’e 
f(u* the j)eople of Madura sulKlivision is its dearth of communication 
with the headcjuarters of the district. Common sense ndiels to ladieve 
that ill HUa civil is^nl ap* it take.s alnnit^ 2^ Inmrs to reach the head- 
quarters of distric t, which is only 82 miles off. There i.s a pnqcHd 
for the extension of the Eastern Ben^jral lUilway line from Ilajbari 
to Jesson* rm Madura. I hope the Government will recommend to 
the Railway Board to take up this line at an early date. 

(At (>-7 P.M. the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(The Council re-assembled at 6-25 r.M.) 

Adjoumment. 

r 

There liein^ no quorum tiresent, the Council was adjoumetl till 

f» U fkti ViMdnt* ffiM llilt 1007 ni 41 ia TT.ktl 
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